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Bris, the Reader Ener ins the: hol: 
owing Tract, it will not be amiſc to 
1 Way few e that — 
he in his 


1. may be be no great Pads to 
Write N18 a Cuſtom ſo generally . 7750 
ved," that it muſt make Each of the 
moſt conſiderable. Parties among us m * 5 
mier; for that all agree in Drinking Healths: 
But it is better to di 0 e. Both; than 2 
to be an Impartial Fiend 0 Each Side, 
3 | It 3 1 a 1 0 825 Indication 0 45 
Abjeck 5) 


R 


One Party than 0 1 — it ij not . thay 
they take the R Reproof 70 rhemſelugs,". The 

hove done ſo accordingly, and it bath fallen 
my Lot to ſtand their Indignation, not has 
75 alted- fo much the. Politick, 44 
be i Part ; ; becauſe 1 have obſerue@ 
t bat too ut h Cuts in Matters of Duty, 


Wii not Ae, LE 
x Sins of Men; and Fr ray, pale more 0 


| xy Jo the READER. 


and Relig ious Politicks are * the Reig: | 


ning Sint of the Tine. 


Fd 


It » a ready and Yulg ar Tum to * 
this © Tat with the Als of Quakerilm. | 
But that the Quakers decline All Healths is 
Praiſe - worthy in them; nor # it likely they * 
Will ever be * empted by. the Wicked one to 
the contrary, while they continue to Renounce 


the Two Sacraments ;. the Reſurrection of 


e lame Body; and All Scripture, without 
immediate” Inſpiration in themſelves, From 
eing a Rule of Faith or Practice. Ir hath | 
zen always a ſucceſsful Piece of Policy in 
Him not onh to Diſpence with, but to Encou- | 
ſome 1 Inſtances of Real Goodneſs hut 


ec 
| 5 on ſequence, with Deſign to give a | 
' Colour to great | 


range 3. or fo yon 


ag the 1 Her elies, and 


Perk be Habit a 
777 175 2 gate 


}he Wicked, und the Peryetſe; not of thoſe 
qwho are Well hp oſed, or Rel Ht 


hen: 


either 


"BY 

n to 
fink Healths ite More, and Confirm them 

* the Cuſtom. But tb can be * only 0 4 


Inc 14 

a, for t dale alive this Treats ew. 
5 Ain Argument, If it be one, t 1 
ago 1 Sep made fo diſcourage 4 


. wg ver x ich 35. | 


- ee a cn = 


: | eieber Evil in it ſelf; or the Inſtrument and 
Occaſion of Sin. And no other Return is to 
be made here, but deſiring of nr to Conſider, 
1 whether it is My Fault or Theirs, that they 


n. 7 grow more Obſtinate by fair Endeavonrs that 
| are uſed to make them more Religious? 


D will ſay again who ever Dreamed 
of any Similitude, or of doing Diſbonour to 


| 4 the Euchariſt by this Practice? J Anſwer, 


feu beſide Deiſts and Freethinkers, the Scof- 
fers at all Revealed Religion, and at this 


ö } Sacrament in Particular; and who have 


from thence taken Occaſion to give that Holy 


Ordinante the Nume of an Health. And 


were there no other Reaſon for the truly good 


and Religious, who have hitherto continued 


4 this Practice Unwittingly and Undeſigned- 


; 3 by, to forbear it hereafter, I Appeal tothem- 


And whether there muſt not ever be à Cron 


elves whether this i not Reaſon enough? 


of Scruple till better Arguments are offeres 1 
' For Dranking of Healths, than are pere pro- 


2 duced 


vs ap nat 
= 7 Ae . truh tender tence. for 
»Y meg open to them a latent Inſtance of Guilt, 

F 


1 vi | To the - READER. 
I Anſwer, That the Failing wie yo Succeſs i may t 
make it appear Little in.the 


of Men; ger 


but the Sinking the Practice o 2 at Wi 


leaſt among all good People; will render it 
truly Great in the Eyes of God; as preſer- ] 
ving his moſt Holy Ordinance from am De- | 

gree of Profanation ; and — off one 4 
th greateſt Inſtruments of Sin i in the World. 


| 15 am ver) y ſenſible of the! idious Nate 15 
of. the Sujett; how many Sorts of Peo- . 


ple will think themſelves Diſobliged and In- 


jured; and Twill look upon this Tract to fp 


be noleſs than an Ina aſion of their Property, & 
the Ruin of them and their Families being 

concerned 1 the Downfall of Health. It $ 
may fe expected that all Dealers in Liquor 7 


ole-Sale or Retail, whoſe Craft is in @ 


Danger to be ſet at nought, will be Full 
of Wrath; and All with one Voice cry out 
jor their great Diana whom the World wor- P 
ſhipeth ; ..wwhich brings them in No ſmall 
Gain; and by which Tf ah have their Wealth. 
| Nay, "all thoſe who live. diſtinguiſhed. under 
| the Graratter of Honeſt Fellows; and Good: | 
- Companions; all Furious Party- Men; and E 
all who Drink Much or Little, hut lobe to J 
ay by it, are like to join with them in char- @ 
wn me with leſſening the.Pablick"Revenue ; © 


with infringing the Liberty of . — 7 


To tke READER ii 


ct to mingle himſelf with State Affairs: 
o. ſhew his good Liking,or Dillike of all Mat- 
rs at the Helm; and to be medling een 
with Crowned Heads, and their Maniftry. 
But to be plain with this Sort of Antagoniſts, 
| Healths are but a Relique of Heatheniſm ; and 
hat great Diana of 3heirs,, if they will take 
Mord of f To Learned Men, Is not 
m Gop,.. but from the Devil. And 
\ Wherefore it is better they ſhould be cuntem 


e with a Moderate Fortune, . than that all the 
p- | ER in the Nation fhoxld be Polluted 
* om Healths, and Drunkeneſs: It is for the 


of their Oun Soulr, that all that 


7, ain ſhould . . off which ariſes from 
4 Sins of the People ; And it it more for 
t the Publick Good that ſome Perſons ſuffer 


p their Way of Dealing, than that 2weſbould © 

ul. be reply | Liable 30\ the Judgments of 

Fal, for thoſe manifold Sins which are eve. 
y where daily occaſioned by that Pernicious 
Practices write againſt. E x 


J i Kam thought to being. Miſtake i in „bah 
I bave written, it muſt be allowed. a Ver 
Happy and Seaſonable One, if it phea 
- God # Work the Defegned: 22 aeg 
0 P cople Defiſt from Healths; in which they 
che ſure there can be No Miſtake. And 
Hereſore, tho” [were Not wake e 
tStuckius and Ames, a IE 


viii To the REA DER. g 
this Treatiſe, yet all good Chriſtians ſboul. 
With me ſo; and their Prejudices, if the) * 


* 0 


have ary, ought to be on my Side before the, 
Read. It is plainly ſuch an Error as deſerve.” 
Pity, not Indignation and Fury; V lere. 
fore I may reaſonably hope that this Conſide. 
ration will Aſſwage the Spirit of my Anta. 
goniſts, and Change their Style from Gall 
and Bitterneſs, into as much Sharpneſs '« | 
they ſhall judge convenient: And I pray Go 
it may never be Again heard of — 
ſtians, that any of the Sacred Hierarchy | 
Would take upon them the publick Defence 
| Health-Drinking in the Face of all Mankind 
| But if any of Them, or any Lay Perſon: 
| fhall:undertake an Anſwer to tuhat I Ha!. 
| here delivered, would only obſerve to them 
that he who willi vat diſtinguiſh between 
Honours 0 be paid in the Preſence of an 
Angel, or King, or other Great Perſon; uns 
fſiuch ute paid in their Abſence: And 
between the Three. Rindt of Idolatry, men 
| tioned Part I. Cap. 6. will never Think o © 
Write diſtinétiy upon this Subject. For in 
maintaining that an Health bath Nothing a 
all in it of the Nature of an Idolatrous Act, 
| be will Very unjuſtly wreſt ewery Thing that | 
. ſaid to a Charge. of | Groſs: ani Wilful 
| Idolatry ; and thus by running buſtiiyj fran 
One Extreme into the Other, he will leave 
the Truth Behind him In the Middle. 


| 


oul, z 
they AA N 
* og 9 
we . 
e. 
ide. 
nta. 
Tal! 5 
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3.8 HERE are two Things, which 
jd ſeem neceſſary. to be Conſider d, 
7 in relation to that Cuſtom of Drin- 
| king Healths, which has prevail'd 
ſo much in the World. | | 
en The Firſt is, Whether there is any De- 
14 gree of Evil or Sinfulneſs in the Nature 
of an HEALTH it ſelf? , | 
| And Secondly, Upon a Suppoſition that 
ey. it were a Thing in it's Own Nature per- 
/ lectly Indifferent, whether it is not how- 
i ever the wr); of all good Chriſtians, and 
x; more eſpecially of the Clergy, not only to 
77 forbear drinking Healths Themſelves; but 
hn do diſſuade Others from it; and by their 
Example and utmoſt Endeavours, to ba- 


uu niſh the Cuſtom of it out of the Chriſtian 
OS Theſe 


e 


O F 


Drinking Healths. 


World? 


ve 
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Theſe Two Material Queſtions do Ln 


aturally divide this Diſcourſe into Two di 


Parts. 


＋— — 


FAR LF 


Evil or Sinfulneſs in the Nature u 
| of an Health it ſe 111 

| In Order to ſpeak more clearly and 
| diſtin&ly to this Firſt Point, let us conſider 
an Health in every Acceptation wherein it 
may poſhbly be taken. And accordingly, 


nnn E 


K | 'HE Firſt Acceptation of an Health 
i is when a Cup or Glaſs of Liquor 
is drank 10 of Curſe or Impꝛetat ion 


hor the Perſon 2 who drinks, if he 


h not mean ſincerely what he "ſpeaks 
when he nameth Health or Proſperity to 
any Perſon, or Affair. 

As when a Man names the Health and 


Profperity of his Prince or his Friend. 
he ſhou'd ſay, May this be my Poiſon if [ 1 
do not wiſh him Health and Proſperity. 
| . Tis true it is now generally conrratted, 


W/E there is any Degree of fi 


al 


| ( 11 ) 
lo and drank in the Shorter Form; and the 
o direful Ampꝛetat ion is only imply'd : For 
the full naming of the Curſe upon our 
ſelves when we drink, was too groſs and 
barefac d an Impiety to be kept up in ex- 
preſs Words, and therefore this 1s dropt 
among People of Faſhion; and the De- 
of ſign and Import of it, is not commonly 
re underſtood, Yet whether this is not the 
firſt and primary Signification of an Health, 
d and that which ina great Degree hath re- 
r vivd the Cuſtom of it in theſe Nations, 
it and carried it on to fo great a Height among 
7, us; I appeal to the conſtant and univerſal 
Practice of the Lower Rank of People; 
who, not being capable of ſuch Refine- 
ments, keep up drinking Healths in their 
5 primitive Form to this Day: And when 
they name a Health to any one cry, May 
mn this be my Poiſon; or May it never go 
12 Thzo' me; or Let it be my Laſt; or May 
it Never do me good, if I do not Think as 
o 1 Speak; or ſomething to that Effect, 
And this is ſo generally receiv'd, that it 
is the current and ready Teſt of all Truth 
among the Yulgar; as every Body muſt 
have obſerv'd, who is not ſo far above that 
Rank of People, that they cannot fall 
within their Notice. 


1 ö ( T 2 ) : p 
I hope I need not go about to ew f 
the Wickedneſs of drinking an Health in N 
W this Senſe of it; For in this Acceptation it 
WH is in ſhort no other than a plain Libation 
or Sacriſice to the Devil. Whatever it | 
may prove to Mens Bodies, yet tis plain 
they ſwallow greedily what is real 1 | 
to their Souls, and Seal their own Con- | 
demnation with a Cup of Liquor. Tho' 
they wiſh Health and Proſperity to thoſe 
they drink from their Hearts; and ſpeak 
with ever ſo much Sincerity, yet the Im- 
precation remains either Expreſſed or Im- 
Phe; and whether one or the other, tis 
Officious and Forbidden, and therefore im- 
= pious and wicked. Tho' what they ſpeak 
may be no Lye; yet it is however a 
| Needleſs Curſe, 3 will take place as 
fſuch, without Repentance. The beſt Turn 
it will bear is, that tis only an Oath to 
= this Effect, viz. By this Drink I mean 
mW what I ſay. But even ſo, tis a Form of 
Swearing not from God, and therefore 
muſt come only from Hell, 
Now for thoſe who drink, and do not 
mean what they ſay (which is too com- 
mon in the World) to that Curſe and Im- 
precation upon themſelyes they add the 


1 


2 , Ano 416% 


4 ENCE 


- 


Guilt of Ding and Diſſimnlation; and of 
n 


ſome 


| ſomething very near of Kin to Perjury. 


in | Accordingly, how many are there who 


LeW 


nit 


on 


it 


— 
855 
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drink a Health out of pure Compliance; 
thro' Fear, or Shame, or Iinportunity; for 
Company Sake, or for the Drink's Sake, 


quite contrary to the Senſe of their Minds, 
and Inclination of their Hearts; and there- 
by in Effect do Vo they with a Perſon or 


Affair Health and Proſperity, when per- 
haps they wou'd rejoyce to ſee them 
Ruin'd and Confounded. 

As for ſuch as may ſay this Notion of an 
Health is New to them, and that they 
do not drink it in this Acceptation ; I be- 
ſeech them to conſider, that this is the 
only Notion of an Health that has any 
Senſe or Meaning in it. If they come 
to conſider the Action of Drinking for ano- 
ther Man's Health in its own Nature more 


nearly and diſtinctly, they will find that 
all other Acceptations of 

* Senſeleſs, and without any Meaning at 
all: But Thus it hath a Plain and Obwious 


it are entirely 


Meaning, tho' a very Wicked one. Tho 


Men Mean it not, yet it drinking an 
Health carries ſuch a horrid Implication 
With it, inſomuch that the Whole Form is 


by many expreſs'd at large at this Day; 
then nothing can render the Pract ol 
| cuſable 


( 14) 
cuſable but the want of knowing this. 


Excuſe for themſelves, who have hitherto 

cp it ignorantly ; but wou'd never 
ave comply'd for any Importunity it the 

Wickedneſs of it had not layn conceal'd 

in the Curtneſs of the Form. 

That a Health naturally bears this Con- 


was the Intereſt of Hell that this ſhou'd 
be gilded over with a fair Colour of Health 
and Proſperity; and not appear open and 


the Devil to continue Cuſtoms S ming 
innocent among Men; and he makes great 
Advantages of them, till the evil Nature 
and Tendency of them are laid open, and 
the World begins to be rightly appriz'd 
| | of his Craft and Subtilty in promoting 
them. And 'tis a great Pleaſure to him 
to ſee this Cuſtom in particular prevail 
ſo univerſally ; and to obſerye ſuch Multi- 
tudes doing that frequently every Da 

of their Lives, which Implies nothing leſs 
than the Curſe of God upon their own 
Heads : i. e. Health to ſome other Per- 
fon, and a Curſe to themſelves. 


_ There 


ſtruction every Body muſt own; but it 


barefac'd ſo as to be always repeated at 
full Length. It is the common. Policy of 


4 
. 
£ 


1 
And this is what they have to plead in 


is. 
in 
0 
er 


1— 


rr no OY hk Of fs oY 


wy VJ * 


1 There is another Way of Curſing, or 
rather of Being Cuts d in the Act of Drink- 


j : *Synag. Jud. Cap. 39. 


\ 
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ing; and that is when other People load 
the Perſon who drinks with Imprecations. 
This *Buxtorf tells us was an Invention 
of the Fews, who had the ſame Ex- 
preſſion , e Fw for Bleſſing or Cur- 


og People in the Act of Drinking. 
When they meant well to the Perſon 


who drank, the Words went in their pro- 


per Signification; in our, Phraſe, Much 
Good may it do you : But when they ſe- 


cretly deſign d him the contrary (which 


they always did when they ſaw ' a Chri- 
ſtian drink) then the Words paſs'd for as 
many Curſes as the Letters ſtood for in 
Numbers, no leſs than 165. This is, as 
he obſerves, Curſing Cabaliſiically; and 
do not doubt but the Zealots among 
the Jets do it heartily to this Day when 
they ſee a Chriſtian drink; and Wi b, LE, 
Pray, That every Drop may go down 
fraught with a diſtin& and ſeparate Curſe. 
1 do not find that any Chriſtians are arriv'd 

to this Pitch of Iniquity yet, and there- 
fore ſhall only obſerve here, that it is a 
way of Curling by Implication only; nay 


—— 


% 


quite 


Only with this Difference, that the Con- | 


ſtruction of Soul and Body; and that in- 


. 


him. This of drinking Healths is be- 


( 16 ) | 
quite contrary to the Words Men ſpeak : 
That this may be an Anſwer to thoſe 
among us who think themſelves {ate in 
the Practice of drinking Healths, becauſe 
tis a Curſing themſelves by ſecret Im- 


plication only. 
Cu ay. II. 


* 


rr 


Second Acceptation of an Health 
LY is, When Men drink themſelves, - 
by way of Imprecating a Curſe upon | 
others. 

This is in Truth no Health at all, nor 
deſign d ſo; but drank to a quite contra- 
ry Purpoſe to what that Word Imports ; 
and it has a Reſemblance of that Fewwiſh 
Practice before mentioned, in the Mon- 
ſtrous Contradiction between the Word 
Health, by which the Cuſtom is nam'd ; 
and the Curſes that are imprecated by it. 


A woe Ba > wel "ks bs 
y > ww © A . kd — 9 22 


tradition is now a-Days Openly 1 ; 
and nothing more common than for Men 
to drink a Health To another Man's De- 


ming, wu 


. *+ 
r FOE) 


ſtead of 165 Curſes, they ſumm up all in 
one, that of Confuſion and Damnation to 


ME 
D. 


come 


th 
es, 
07 
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come the Modiſh way of venting Curſes 


and Imprecations of all Rates and Sizes; 


and upon Perſons of all Ranks and De- 
grees; and tis well it the Health is couch d 
in ſafe Language, and ſo as to evade the 


Penalty of Humane Laws: Thus Perſons 


have been daily drank to the Tower, to 
the Block, to Newgaie, to the Gallows, 
and to the Devil. 


This is a Cuſtom fo peculiar to Chriſti- 


ans, that with ſome Search I cannot trace 
any Footſteps of it either among Jews or 
 Heathens; Unleſs that of the 
be like it, who, as Plutarch tells us, 


gyptians 


a- Did not drink or offer Wine by way of 


. + 


iſ 


Supplication to their Gods, (as other Nati- 
ons us'd to do) but as it bore a Re ſemblance 


n= of their Enemies Blood. Which is exactly 


rd 
7 


A 

in 
54 

vp 


parallel with the Modern Practice in this, 
that ſuch Healths are drank to Quench the 


it. Thirſt Men have after the Blood of thoſe 
they take a Diſlike to: For this Guzling 
down Glaſſes full of Axes, and Halters, 


and Cibbets, and Hell-Fire; and all 


other Forms of drinking People out of 


tt. 


3» \ 1 e 3 hs 
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{| the World, are no other in the Sight of 
f Gop than actual Murder, tho' their Cri- 


Il 22rals do not die one Minute the ſooner © 


for being ſo loaded with Curſes. 
That which is no ſmall Enhancement of 
the Guilt of fuch Healths is, that they are 


| commonly levell'd at Great, and Worthy 
8 Perſons; and that for the moſt part by the 


Unworthy and Profligate ; there being none 
who have any ſerious Senſe of Religion 


| left, but refuſe them with Indignation. 


For they who are not paſt feeling, andin- 
tirely void of Grace, muſt know, thatthe 
Liquor of ſuch a Health is Ran Poiſon to 


the Souls of thoſe that drink it, and will, 


without the powerful Antidote of Repen- 
tance and Reformation, kill them. They are 
Curſing themſelves as effectual ly, as if they 


turn d the Phraſe, and taking a Glaſs with 


great Formality and Oſtentation in their 
Hands, cry d, here is Priſon, or Death to Me; 


{| Confuſion, or Damnation to my Own Soul; 


or whatever other Miſchief they are us'd 


Y 
7 
1 
3 
FI 
1 


0 


to mingle with their Wine. For all theſe 
Imprecations will at long run recoil back 


upon their own Heads and tho' they may fit 
light upon them for the preſent, they will 
find them an unſupportable Burthen when 
they come to account with Gop, 


* 
'4 
| 
F 


Beſides | 


( 19) 
of } Beſides the Danger and impious Nature 
i- of this ſort of Health-Drinking, tis ſtrange 
er Men do not ſee the unaccountable Folly 

of it, how they are pleas'd only in Con- 
of ceit; and with Hanging, and Drawing, and 
re Tormenting other People, as Witches do 
by in Effigy. They hurt no Body but them- 
e ſelves, for a wet Curſe will never prevail 
e upon any but thoſe who drink it: And 
n what ſtrange Inchantment can there be in 
n. Saying or Meaning, As I drink this Glaſs 
of Wine, ſo let another Man periſh ; cer- 
e tainly this can have no Real Effect upon 
Oo him, tho' it carry in it a near Affinity with 
Il, Witchcraft and Diabolical Combination. 


fo 
e Crap. III. 

3 

h MA Nother Notion of an Health is, When 
ir Men drink off a Cup or GLASS 


„ of Liquor in their Turn, and hand it round 
; in an honourable or loving Remembrance of 
d their Abſent LIVING Friends, It was 
e one great Objection, and indeed the moſt 
c ® inſiſted on, againſt the Argument in my 
t former Diſcourſes concerning Drinking in 
| 2? Remembrance of the Dead, that if it prov'd 
any thing it prov'd too nuch. Why too 
> much? Becauſe it proves that we ought 

not 


> | 


(20) 


not to drink in an honourable Remem- 
brance even of our Abſent Living Friends; 
for this hath likewiſe a Seniblance of Drin- 
king in Remembrance of CHRIST Abſent « 
from us in Heaven, and therefore muſt car- Ci 
ry in it ſome Degree of Profanation, with 
Reſpect ro that Holy Sacrament, which is 
pertorm'd by That Action, and to the Same ot 
Purpoſe of a grateful and honourable Re- ſo 
membrance. | heartily thank my Anta- 
goniſts for this Conſequence of theirs, 
which I confeſs I was not ſufficiently ap- 
prized of before, and for that Reaſon made 
them too great a Conceſſion in a former 
Diſcourſe, by granting that This may be in- 
nocently done. I allow this to be ſo juſt an 
Inference, that neither they nor I ſhall ever 
be able to evade the Force of it, and to Þ 
ſhew that a loving and honourable Re- 


membrance of our Abſent Friends by 
drinking, is an Action Intirely innocent. 
Only I muſt obſerve to them, that my 
Mi Reatoning did not conclude ſo plainly and 
I ſtrongly againſt drinking in Remembrance 
of the Living, as of the Dead. Becauſe 
tho' there is ſome Reſemblance between 
drinking in Remembrance of CHRIST 
W who is abſent in Heaven, and of an abſent 
WFriend among the living; yet nothing ſo 
1 Os great 


n- 
nt 
*. 
th 

IS 
ne 
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N reat as there is between the Remem- 
; Þrance of CuRIST Departed this World, 


and of a Departed Monarch, What we 
do to Perſons yet Living may be a purel 

Civil Reſpect, but there can be no lach 
Thing as purely Civil Reſpect paid to a 
Departed Perſon by any Outward Action 
or Geſiure of our Bodies whatſoever. In- 


e Jomuch, that tho' it is a Duty to Uncover 


the Head, to Bow the Body, and Bend 
the Knee in the Preſence of the King; yet 


theſe and all other Actions and Creſtures 
quite alter their Nature, when he ceaſes 
to be converſant among us, and becomes 


an Inhabitant of the inviſible World; it 
then ceaſes to be a civil Reſpe&, and be- 
comes Idolatry. Which is well obſerv'd 


by the ingenious and judicious Author of 
Some Remarks upon Dr. Clark's Scripture 
Doctrine of the Trinity, Where he ſays, that 
All Worſhip, Addreſs, and Application either 


to Men, or to any other intelligent Beings, 


then abſent, which wou'd be proper and 
8 due to them when 2 is Ido- 


latry. And accordingly he obſerves, that 
if f Angels appear d to us we might bow © 
*doron to them, and honour them as we do 


. = 
our Princes when we are in their Preſenceꝑ 
But if we ſbou d do the ſame to them ain 
reſiding in Heaven, without their appearingand 
to us upon Earth, this wou d quite alter the 
Nature of that Action. Aga 
The Reaſon aſſign d why bowing to arhy 
Abſent Angel is Idolatry, holds with Rent 
ſpect to bowing to an Abſent Friend. Ti. 
true the one is an Inhabitant of this, ancthe 
the other of the Inviſible World; and yetehf 
this does not wholly argue away the Guiltegr 
I - of bowing to an abſent Perſon, tho' it M. 
W makes it leſs. But certainly Drinking tec 
the Remembrance of a Man abſent, muſtox 
have ſo much more of the Nature of Ido- n 
Jatry in it, as that Action is now more ho- Ah 
ly, and conſecrated to the immediate Ser- u 
vice of Gop. LI 

Now tho my Argument doth not con- o 
clude with equal Force againſt drinking@s 
mi Remembrance of our Abſent Friends, 
as it doth againſt drinking in an honoura-g& 
ble Remembrance of the Dead; yet that pt 
it doth conclude even againſt the former, of 
W will appear. K ui 
5 I It they conſider that I freely grant 
them this Similitude or Reſemblance they 
W hbave.ſo much inſiſted on; And that very In- ® 
Wl ference they have made is ſo far from be- 
3 A 
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uceing any Diſadvantage to the Truth I main- 
| 4ined, that it is the greateſt Strengthning 
ingand Corroboration of it. 
the This Argument of my Antagoniſts, 
ainſt doing Honour to our abſent Friends 
 arby drinking in Remembrance of them, will 
de · not appear Light or Frivolous, but of great 
Tight and Moment to all who will be at 
mathe Trouble of conſidering well that Pre- 
yet&@pt of the Law in Exod. xxx. 3 2, 33. 
uiltegncerning the AnoiNTING Ovi. Upon 
it Man's Fleſh ſhall it not be poured, i. e. 
toNot on Common Men, but on Prieſts only 
uſtor Sanctiſied Perſons. Neither ſhall. ye 
lo· Ma ke any other LIxE it, after the Compoſt= 
10 n of it : It is holy, and it ſpall be holy 
er- to you. Whoſoever compoundeth amy 
Exxs it, or whoſoever putteth any of it _ 
on- d a Stranger, i. e. upon any but Conte- 
ng@ated Perſons, Shall even be cut off from 
ds, bs People. i. e. ſhall die for his Tranſ- 
ra- greſſion; and not only he, ſay ſome Inter- 
ut Meters, but his whole Race; See Patrick 
er, oh Exod. xxx. 38. By which ſevere Threat» 
avg, ſays he, The People were deterr d from 
nt — * theſe holy Things. The plain 
ey Natter of Inſtruction, which naturally ari- 
u. Es from hence is, That if the Two Sacra 
e- ente of the Goſpel are to be held in 
18 5 greater 


greater Veneration than all the Rites an f 


thou (halt make, You ſhall not make 1. 


the Sanctuary to civil or common Uſe, but 
of quite Another Compoſition, which had A 
only a bare Likeneſs or Reſemblance of it. 


( 24 ) 


Ceremonies of the old Law, then thi 
applying what hath any Reſemblance o H 
Similitude with Either of theſe to civil o T 
common Uſe, is of ſo much the more hei gh 
nous and facrilegious a Nature, as theſ: 
Ordinances are in themſelves more Sacre + 
and Holy. | : 
No tho! this is enough for the Argu gf 
ment, yet if we take that other Inſtance i hi 
the ſame Chapter, Verſ. 37. of the PER fe 
ru commanded to be made for the Uſ 
of the Sanctuary, this Reaſoning will be gy 
yet more concluſive, and no way to be 4 
evaded. And as for the Perfume whic! 1 


your ſelves according to the Compoſitio n 
thereof: It ſhall be unto you holy for th. 

Lord. 38. Whoſoever ſhall make LIxE un $i 
to that, to SMELL T HERETO, ſhall even b mi 
cut off from his People. From hence we 
may make theſe few obvious Remarks t 
1. That the Crime to which fo great: 


Penalty is annexed did not conſiſt in ap- 5 


plying ſome of the Very Compoſition, g1 
Attually made and prepared for the Uſe o 


2. That 


| ( WY 

ang 2. That Mens having no Religious De- 
th ſign or Purpoſe of Devotion in making a 
> 0 like Compoſition, nor having the leaſt 
| o Thought of Gop or the Sanctuary when 
hei they made uſe of it, was ſo far from be- 
les ps any Excuſe for them, that in this con- 
rec ſiſted their Sin and their Tranſgreſſion: 
And accordingly this is the very Reaſon 
aſſigned why they were to be cut off from 


is People; becauſe they made it ta Them- 


EN felves, only to SMELL To. And furely 
Ul this fame Excuſe will leſs hold for the 
bt 1 lying that Action to common or civil 
b. * which bears any Reſemblance of 
hic! what is much more holy than this Per- 


ume. This muſt in it {elf be more Pro- 
Ene and Sacrilegious, and more deteſta- 
ple in the Sight of Gop; and tho' the 
Bin of ſo doing hath not "Temporal Pu- 
diſhment annexed to it, tis for the ſame | 
Reaſon that all the Laws and Precepts of 
ſc Goſpel have their Sanction from anq= ' 
it: cher World. But you will ſay there is 
ap mo ſuch Law or Preceps in the Goſpel; 
nd Where there is no Law there is no 
ranſgreſſion. But let me ask any Per- 
on who makes this Objection, is there no 
nad ich Precept in the Law? And doth not 
it ie Reaſon of that Precept of the Law * 
hat D | hold 


on, 
but 


import and Deſign of it might be of Eter- 


( 26 ) 
hold yet more ſtrongly under the Goſpel: 3 | 
Which if he is prejudiced enough to deny, bli 
this will be wreſted from him, when we th: 
conſider tue 

zdly, That the Perfume ſo guarded from an 
a Sacrilegious Profanation by any thing L. 
which had but a bare Reſemblance or Si- 
militude of it, was a Type of :our Holy 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. For this 
is the Sweet _— mentioned Verſe 7. 
which was to be Burned on the Altar be- 0 
fore the Mercy Seat. And Verſe 8. was £0 
to be A perpetual Incenſe before the Lord, pr 
as being the Figure and Typical Repre- G. 
ſentation of that Pure Incenſe which te 
Malachi cap. 1. ver. 11. ſays ſhould be . 
Offered from the Riſing of the Sun even in 
unto the going down of the ſame. And b 


2 
W 
| 


for this very Reaſon it is is call'd Verſe br 
36. BOP wp the Holy of Holies or H 
Moſt Holy; as being a lively Emblem 1 
of our moſt Holy Euchariſtical Oblation.«#l 
And now may I not ask, Shall not the P. 
Reaſon hold ſtronger for the Antitype than fr 
the Type? For the Subſtance than the th 
Shadow 2 Or rather, Is not this Tempory 4 
Precept given under the Law, that the 


nal Obligation under the Goſpel ? I»: 
n There 


(. 233 
|: 3 There is no Evading the Force and O- 
7, bligation of this Precept, but by denying 
e that there is any Reſemblance or Sinuli- 

tude between Drinking in an honourable 
m and grateful Remembrance of an Abſent 


ving Friend or Benefactor, and in Re- 
embrance of ſuch an one no in another 
Vorld. There is indeed this Diſparity, 

15 That one is living here, and the other in 
7. Heaven; and therefore here leave all Peo- 
e· ple to judge for tnemſelves, whether they 
as — any Likeneſs or no. If they ap- 
d, prehend any Likeneſs, then they muſt 
e- own the binding Force of that Legal Pre- 
ch Tept now under the Goſpel. If they ap- 
de . no Likeneſs at all, when they 
n muſt own it is ſtill Drinking; Tis a Re- 
id embrance by Drinking; An Honourable 
ſe 2 Grateful Remembrance by that Action; 
or And of a Friend or Benefactor Abſent ; If 
1 ö ſay after this Men can ſee no Likeneſs at 
n. all, and this do not proceed from any ſcrong 
1e Prejudice or Prepoſſeſſion they are under 
in from Cuſtom or Party, &c. then this may be 
their Excuſe. But let them not condemn 
ſuch as do ſee a plain Similitude or Like- 
Heſs; and therefore forbear Drinking by 
way d an Honourable or Grateful Re- 
embrance of their Abſent Friends, be- 
| e cauſe 


8 
22 
ly 


( 28 ) I 
cauſe they are of Opinion, there is a. 
Leaft as much Veneration and Reverenct 
to be paid to that Holy Sacrament, à wi 
was comnianded to be paid to that Per. $1 
fume, which was only a Type of it. But 
{til you will fay, tis not in Honour of #0 
a Friend or Benefactor Abſent in Another 
World. No, Then it wou'd not be ac 
Bare Likeneſs or Reſemblance only, f 
but the very compleat Action it ſelf, 
And therefore in the | 

4th Place we are to conſider, That i 
it was ſo highly Criminal to apply to, . 
any Civil — what had but a bare Þ 
Likeneſs, or Reſemblance only of that A 


Incenſe appointed for the Uſe of the 
Sanctuary; How much more heinous Ar 


75 


W would it have been to have apply'd that 
very Individual Compolition, or any 
Part of it to common Uſe, which, pur- 
fuant to Gop's Command = Inſtitution, 
was actually prepared for the Temple? 
H to uſe mk Like it — 12 re 
liable to utter Exciſion, then what Pe- b 
nalty muſt have been due to the making 
Uſe of the Very ſame any otherwiſe than 
in the Worſhip of Gop ? This I take to 
be a Parallel Caſe with that of Drin- 
" king to the Glorious and Immortal Memo- 
„ ry 


| S 
ay of a departed Monarch : For in ſo doing, 
nce Men transfer that whole compleat Action, 

a; which by Expreſs Command and Poſi- 
er. give Inſtitution of CHRIST, is made the 
Zut (oſt ſolemn Part of Chriſtian Worſhip, 
ol go the honourable Remembrance of a 
her Mortal Man. For furely drinking in an 
> 1 Sonourable and , thankful Remembrance 
ly, $f a Perſon in another World, is not the 
elf. Caſe of making another Perfume Like 
pnly to that prepar'd for the Sanctuary ; 
i But of applying ſome of that very Indi- 
tog&:idual moſt Holy Compoſition, to Pro- 
re ane and Common Ule. 
at If any one imagines here, that the 
he Wine Couſecrated for the Euchariſt, is 
us @nſwerable to the Perfume of the San- 
at Ftuary ; and from thence ſhould infer, that 
apply Part of that only after Conſe- 
tration to common Uſe, would be a 


bg one or drinking the other; but of the 
F bole Intire Ordinaxce, and of the Perfor- 
mance of thoſe Actions in Remembrance 


of 


n, Breach of the Moral Obligation included 
> 2 In that Precept of the Law; this will be 
en Fectifyed by a ſecond Thought, namely, 
e- by conſidering that the Incenſe or Per- 
ig ſume of the Sanctuary was a Type, not 
n pf the Bread or of the Wine, nor of eat- 
0 
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| departed from us into Heaven is made Ho- 


oth untrue > 
— -. - 
— * a 


to God's Uſes and Service; and make 
it unlawtul for any Body to imploy it to 1 


'Abſenr Friend, hath a Similitude of that holy 


f 3 
of CuRIST gone away from us into Hea-Y& 
ven. 

Beſides, as the aforeſaid learned Per- y, 
ſon obſerves on Exod. xxx. 31. There of 
was no Rite or Ceremony Ordained there. rat 
by the Oyl became holy, but it was conſecra- ri 
ted only by the Divine Inſtitution, which Per 
1 riated it unto God alone in theſe Nil 

ords UnTo Mx, which ſeparated it un- the 
to God's Uſes and Service, and made it fo! 
unlawful for any one to imploy it to other 1 
Purpoſes: So, tho there is no Expreſs ne 
Rite or Ceremony of Conſecration where- We 
by the Drinking in Remembrance of Chriſt as 


ly ; that Action or Performance is howe- Q 
ver Conſecrated by the Words of the Di- 
vine Inſtitution, which doth appropriate it 
unto Gop alone in theſe Words, In RE- 
MEMBRANCE Or Mx, which ſeparate it 


- 


other Purpoſes. 

And now I think it cannot be well © 
doubted whether that Action, or Perfor- 
mance of taking a Piece of Bread, and at- 
ing it, or taking a Glaſs or Cup of Wine, 
and drinking it in Remembrance of an 
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5. 
[Aion conſecrated for the Service and 
Yorſhip of Gop: For ſurely no one can 
er-gy, That there is no Likeneſs or Reſem- 
ere Wh between Drinking in Remem- 
Ye-Brance of One Perſon Abſent, and of 
a. Prinking in Remembrance of Another 
Perſon abſent. It muſt be confeſs'd the 
eſe Bikeneſs is not ſo great as it both of 
lu. them were Abſent in another World; 
It 1. then they would be as like as any 
cr vo Actions could be which are not Ni-. 
[5 Ferically the ſame. They are ſo like that 
e- e can diſtinguiſh them no otherwiſe than 
iſ: as being performed to Different Perſons, 
nd with different Circumſtances; and 
tho' theſe may alter the Moral Nature of 
the Action, yet ſurely it is in a Natural 
Senſe the Same Action, or of the Same 
Kind: As it is in the Caſe before us, till 
the very ſame Action in a natural Senſe, 
how Conſecrated by CHRIST's Inſtitution” 
into an Holy Ordinance. * 
7 Now all that J infer from that Precept 
of the Ceremonial Law (which tho' it be 
abrogated as to the Letter, is however of 
Eternal Obligation as to the Reaſon upon 
Which it is founded, and the Moral Import 
pf it) being thus plain and obvious: The 
Petter to ſnew the Force of all Mee | 
| onings 


els 


my mh 
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ſonings againſt this Doctrine, let us paß 
their Objections into the Mouth of a Jeußte 
under the Legal Diſpenſation. Who ſhoule He 


a accordingly ask, What Harm can there bi n 


the Action of ſmelling to it is not 


Circumſtances: And when it is perform'd 


in Smelling to any thing in our Own Hou. WP! 
ſes Like that Perfume or Incenſe ordained? 
for the Uſe of the Sanctuary? Why may® 
not Men ſmell to ſuch Another Perfume 
at home to the Glorious and Immortal 
Memory of Moſes, the Saviour and Deli. 
verer of the Fewiſh Nation from Egyptian 
Bondage? Beſides, tho' the Perfume o! ® 
Incenſe be of a like, or the ſame Compoſi. 
tion In the Sanctuary and Out of it, yet 
per- 
formed to the Same Perſon; in the San- 
Quary it is perform'd to Gop, and out 
of it to Moſes. Tis not perform'd aſter F. 
the ſame Manner, nor with the ſame 


to Moſes 'tis only a Civil Honour, and ®$ 
not done with the leaſt Thought of Reli- $ 
gious Worſhip. Tis no way apply'd to 
the Living God, but to a Dead Com- 
mander ; and only at our common Meals. 
The Sum of all is this, when Apply'd to 4 
© Gop, and in the Sanctuary tis Religious 
and Divine Worſhip; But when applyed F 
to Moſes in our own Houles, tis no more 
than a (Civil Honour and Reſpect It 3 


: ( 33 
pul Ik theſe ſort of Anſwers would not have 
en reſerved a Few from a Total Exciſion, 
aland Dying for his Sacrilegious Protanati- 
be Vn of Gop's Ordinance, by doing ſome- 
ou. Hing in his own Houſe which had a Like- 
ges only of what was appointed for the 
Forlhip of the Sanctuary; is it not then 
Worth while for good Chriſtians to conſi- 
ger, whether the very ſame Set of Argu- 


ta e e 
eli Ments will be of greater Force in their 
11 Mouths to excuſe their daily drinking in 


an Honourable, Loving, or Grateſul Re- 
{5, Mmembrance of their Abſent Friends or 
et Benefactors, if this have any Likeneſs or 
r. Reſemblance of that Holy Ordinance now 
made the moſt Solemn Part of Chriſtian 
MWorſhip. If it is ſaid here, there was an 


Ut ö 
Expreſs Law torbidding that ſort of Pro- 
ze Wnation to the Jet, but there is none 
14 Þrbidding the Like to Chriſtians ; then ſay I, 


i. gering, that the Moral Import and Reaſon + 
o Ot that Law holds ſtronger under the Co. 
el, than under the Fewyh Diſpenſation, 
;, Muſt go on to practice every Day of his 
ite, without any Remorſe, that very 
ing under the Goſpel, which in the Judg-- 5 
Ment of Gop was of a Profane and Sacrile- 

Jious Nature under the Old Law. ; 
E ] 


id 4 who will not be Convinced by conſi- 


© 


I. Sl > 


( 34 ) 


If the Caſe of Drinking to an honoura II 
ble Remembrance of Abſent Living FriendPri 
in General, lies thus level to every CapaWor 
city without any Force or Straining ; how Fr: 
can we ſufficiently admire the yet mori 


glaring and utterly indefenſible Error 
tlioſe, who practice a daily Drinking to th 
Glorious ad Immortal Memory of a depar% 
ted Monarch; and ftrongly impregnate th 
Minds of their Children with it, long be- 
fore they are made acquainted with Drins 
king in Remembrance of their true Sa vi} 
_ ovR? How is it to be accounted for tha! 
this Cuſtom ſhou'd prevail ſo univerſall;\ 
thro Two Nations, that it ſhou'd be e{pou-1 
fed with more Zeal than Men ſhew fo? 
any Article of Faith or Practice; and abet. 
ted with Rage and Fury; even to bran: 
ding of all who decline it, tho upon 2 
Principle of Conſcience, with Ingratitudi 
towards Gop, and Dyſloyalty to their Li- 
ving King? And that it ſhould find no 
ſmall Number to enter the Liſts for its De- 
fence in Print both of Clergy and Laity? 
I leave this unparalelled Inſtance of the 
Power of Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion to byaſs 
the Judgments of Men againſt the natural 
= Tendency of free and diſintereſted Rea-® 
bon, to be the Wonder and Aſtoniſhment 3 

= of Poſterity. Another 
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A. 
ira 11. Another Thing which ſhews the Evil of 
nd Prinking in a Loving, or Grateful, or 
pa Honourable Remembrance of our Abſent 
ow Friends whether Dead or Alive, is that 
ore his Cuſtom is derived from the Heathen, 
o ind ſerved them to all the vileſt Purpoſes of 
tuin and Wickedneſs. Of this we have a clear 
ar ind full Account from many. Apuleius 
the gells us expreſly, that They uſed to Drink 
e. Remembrance of the Dead, and particu- 
in erh of their Fellow-Soldiers, in golden Cups. 
And Stuckins inveighs againſt the Wicked- 
nat geſs of Chriſtians who in Imitation of 
Hem Glory in Drinking Healths in Ho- 
u. hour of the De ap, as well as of the Livin, 
fo: Nay to that Height of Extravagance were 
t · Pme of them Tranſported by this Cuſtom, 
n. that 9 They ſpared neither God nor his Sainte, 

al fag 9x4 abuſed even their Names in 
beir Monſtrous Healths. 


—_—_— 


2X * Poculis aureis Memoriæ Defunctorum Commilito. 
mm Vinum Libantes=— Metam. lib. 4. p. 132. 

f Pro Dignitate atq; Sa nitate cam præſentium tum 
'*Abſentium, Moxrvoxun pariter atq; Vĩvokun fe 
e *Wbere jactitant. Suckis Antiqu. Convival. Lib. 3. 


se Deo quidem atq; San&is parcunt; —illorum 
11 aoq; Nominibus ad Cyclopicas illas Propinationes im- 
1 {B+ aburuntur. Sc. Antiqu. Conyiy. 2. 362. 

1 


ut ; That 


er 


n | 

That it was the conſtant Cuſtom of thy 
Heathen to. Drink in an honourable Re 
membrance of their Gods and depart el 
Heroes, and likewiſe of their Abſent Li 
ving Friends, we every where meet with #/ 
The Ancients, ſays + Urſinus, in their Health a 
| teſed to Drink a certain Number of Cups f. 
the Honour of their Gods, And the Anci 
ent Græcians in their Meals were uſed 
* to Drink Three Cups to thi 
Tonour of their Gods ; The fo to Mercury 
the next to the Graces; the third to Jupiteſ / 
the Saviour. *Stuckius tells us that i 
| 

| 


was the Cuſtom of the Ancients in thei 
Healths to drink off a certain Number o, 
Cups in Honour of their Deities, or thei? 
Friends, or Miſtreſſes ( Bulingerus ſays 5 


1 Bibere ſolebant veteres in Deorum honorem certun® 
numerum Cyathorum in ſuis Propinationibus. E. 
Gtæci quidem veteres in Cœnis tres Crateras in Deorun 
Gratiam ſunt ſoliti ſtatuere; Primum Mercurio, alte. 
rum Gratiis, tertium Jodi Servatori. Urſin. de Triclin3 
Tag 325. 2 | . 

* Antiqu. Conviv. hb. 1. pag. 357: Solebant Veteres 
cum in Deorum, tum in Amicorum & Amicarum ho. 
norem atq; Gratiam certum Cyathorum numerum in 
ſuis Propinationibus exhaurire. y 

$ De Conviv. cap. 40. Bibebant Amicorum memores.® 
Graco more bibere eſt, cum Cyathis mero plenis— pri- 
mo Deos, deinde Amicos ſuos nominantes toties merum 
bibere quoties Deum & charos nominatim vocant. Then 

Cuſtom was Ut ſingulos Vini Cyathos ſub ſingulorum De. 
orum, aut chariſhmorum hominum nomine apponi ju- 
- berent. | Was i 


was their Cuſtom to Drink in Remem- 
brance of their Friends. And that accor- 


(mn) 


dingly to Drink after the Manner of the 


Græcians is for Men to name ſome one of 
their Deities or Friends over their Liquor, 
and then drink it off. In Order to the Per- 
1 I 
1 ſes of Wine Jo every Deity or dear Friend 
they were . 

Dey named, 


formance of which, They had diſtinct Glaſ- 


aſed to remember by Name. 
lays N Baccius, the Names 
of thoſe Friends for whoſe ſake they drank, 


7 nay tho they were ABsxenT. And *Pitiſcus 


in his Alphabetical Collection of Antiqui- 
ties, hath a Number of Quotations to ſhew 
how it was the conſtant Cuſtom of the 
Heathen to Drink in Honour of their 
Friends as well ABSENT as PRESENT, by 


7 that Means to renew and refreſh the Me- 


mory of them. 
To this Cuſtom there are many Allu- 


ſions in the Heathen Poets, as that of 


ts. * 6 8 ou * — ä 


— — ü 
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De Conv. Antiq. Lib. 4. cap. 2. Nominabant & Ami- 
corum Nomina etiam Abſentium in quorum Gratiam 
biberent. 

* Bibere in Amicorum, cum Præſentium tum Abſen. 
tium Gratiam veteres ſolebant, ad illorum memoriam 
inter bibendum recolendum & renovandum. Pitiſc. 
Lexic. Antiq. Vol. 1. pag. 274. Where the Reader may 
meet with many Quotations out of Heathen Authors 


to this Purpoſe. ; 
Martial, 


(638) 
M.,artial, which ſhews they drank to eve- 
ry Letter in their Miſtreſs's Name. a 
I \2via ſex 12 Juſtina bibatur ; 0 
= ung; Lycas; Lyde quatuor ; Ida tribus, &c. t 
50 Horace. Dicat qua pereat ſagitti. t 
Let him Toaſt his Miſtreſs. And ſo again 
= 60 Tbeocritus. | 


&T&p Togov Guev EpuTos | 


"AupdTw ESN To. 
So much of his Love was always min- 
gled with his Liquor. 
But in another Place he is more expreſs: | 

ie x ro àd g, F 
Hau Je mpoibvrog, SSE Emrxerghar Znparov,! 
roc yh) Exccog, & det jaovov d ro EMMETY. | 
Me Banquet was pleaſant, And as they | 
grew warm each Man filled his Cup, and 
= med whom he pleaſed, but was obliged to 
= 1oa/t ſome Body. 

= And the Greek Scholiaſt upon this 
Place, hath this Remark; : 
_ Ouro ydp eig Tov Ev To TURING, Au- 
__ 7 Xzppdve N 6voudgeuv Tivag tpwpeves ] Oi 
Wee, u erixerv Th , d, Obeyyeolu TEv O- 
TWV r 0v6p.QTR. 7 


Wy 


— ag 


Lib. 7. Ep. 77. 

7 Lib. 1. Ode 27. And that they drank to the Num- 
ber of the Muſes, Graces, &c. See Horace lib, 3. ode 19- 
S Idyll. 2d. I. 151. 

Idul. 14. lib. 17. 


It 


— 
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( 39 ) 
It was the Cuſtom in their Feaſts totake 
a Cup or Glaſs of Wine, then to name ſome 


of their Friends or Intimates; and when 
they had drank, to Pour the Kemainder on 
the Ground, naming them over again. 


I could multiply Quotations to ſhew, 


that the Cuſtom of drinking in an honou- 
rable Remembrance of 8 Heroes, 
and of Abſent Friends and 


enefaltors, is 
of Heatheniſh Extraction, conveyed down 


to us by a conſtant Succeſſion of Health- 
Drinker, of all Religions; but condemned, 
Jas we ſhall ſee, by all Learned and Sober 


..& Chriſtians in every Age. Now if the 


Heathen uſed this Drinking Healths to 
2 ſuch various Ends of Irreligion and Pro- 


¶ ſaneneſs ; Superſtition and Idolatry ; Luft 


and 1 Surfeiting and Drun- 
4 keneſs, &c; this ought to raiſe an inſu- 
7 perable Prejudice againſt the Cuſtom of 


it in the Minds of all truly Pious and 


& Conſidering Chriſtians ; eſpecially ſince their 
own Obſervation muſt convince them that 
it ſerves among Us now, as it did among 
2 Them, to many Evil Purpoſes, but not 
to one that is Good. And I ſhall only ob- 


ſerve here, that the Cuſtom of Drinking 


in an Honourable Remembrance of Abſent 
Friend or Benefactors is much more abo 
mina- 


i] Sign there is ſome Latent Cauſe for it in 
WW their Ou²m Mind; ſomething beſides the 


ll theſe, and the many other Accounts we 


( 40 ) 
minable among Chriſtians, than among the 
Heathen ; becauſe among them it had no 
Reſemblance or Affinity but with their Ido- | 
latrous Libations, of which ſome was | 
Drank, and the reſt Poured out: But among 
Us the Reſemblance it bears is with what | 
we perform in our moſt Myſterious and | 
exalted Act of Worſhip. I mean if it have 
any Reſemblance with it, of which I leave | 
all Men to judge for themſelves, after con- 
ſidering what hath been ſaid upon this Sub- 
ject. Only I muſt remark to them, that 
if the Reading gives them any Degree of 
Uneaſineſs, or raiſes in them the leaſt In- 
dignation againſt the Writer, tis a ſure 


5) ry \ ta e (0H = =D << I) ba = 


Weakneſs of my Reaſoning, and the bare 
Mention of ſuch a Compariſon. If they 
conſider throly, they will find it in Reality 
meer Concern tor themſelves at the bottom, 
leſt after all their Anger, this ſhou'd prove 
Good and Unanſwerable Reaſon, ſo as to 
Bear in it ſelf beyond Evaſion; and Fail 
on on the ſide of their own PrEjubiced 

w  CUnderſtandings. 

WW When their Warmth is a little Abated, 
and that they come to reflect Cooly upon 
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have, 


. 
e have, how Univerſally this Cuſtom of 
10 Drinking in Honour of their Deities, De- 
>= parted Heroes, and Abſem Friends pre- 
15 If vailed over the Heathen World, they will 
12 find no Thought more obvious than this; 
at namely, That the Inſtitution of that Holy 
id Sacrament wherein we are Commanded 
eto Drink in Remembrance of Jelus Chriſt, 
e ¶ hath utterly abotiſhed all thoſe Hen 
-Abuſes of that Action to Profaneneſs and 
>- 8 Idolatry, &c. and hath Reſtrained it to the 
at ¶ Adoration and Worſhip of the True Gor, 
of Nor can any Thing offer of it delf more 
naturally from-hence than this, That here- 
re by that Action being now ſanctifyed, taken 
in into the Goſpel, become moſt Holy, or 
Our Holy 7 olies, and made the Peculiar 
re Way of doing the greateſt Honour we 
y are capable of to our True Saviour and 
y I Greateſt Benefaclor; It muſt include ir it 
n, fome Degree of Profaneneſs and Diſregard 
re to that Holy Inſtitution, for us Chriſtians 
to ¶ Again to apply this Action to any of thoſe 
i | Purpoſes to which it was fo univerſally 
'D abuſed before. - 
This is plain Reaſon without any Sophi- 
4, try or Straining, and yet will not be eaſily 
n digeſted by ſuch as have no great Anxiety 
e in Matters of Religion, or are void of 
F Scruple 


"8 . 

Scruple even in the habitual Breaches of 
| the plaineſt Precepts. And indeed the 
| Prevailing Cuſtom of Drinking to the 


Remembrance of our Abſent Friends, has 


ſo wore all Senſe of the Guilt latent in it, 
out of the Minds of People truly Reli- 
gious in all other Reſpects, that it will 
require ſome Thought and Recollection to 
bring themſelves to afull Conviction ofthe 
Evil of it. And to leave it entirely off will 
require ſuch a Sincerity and Zeal of Heart, as 
diſpoſes a Man to forbear all Things which 
even Borfer upon Sin, and doin any De- 
gree tend to leſſen and abate our Vene- 
ration for Gop's moſt Holy Ordinances. 


CHap. IV. 


4 


A Fourth Acceptation of an Health is 
When we felt name a Perſon either 
Wn. Preſent or Abſent, and then Drink by way 
= of Wisn N him Health and Proſperity : 
Ad ſo likewiſe when we name any Affair, 


and upon ſo doing Drink Success and Pro- 

ſperity to it. This is the firſt and primary 
= Senſe of an Health, and what the Word 
it ſelf ſtrictly imports; And the applying 
__ this Word HALT AHS to all other Forms 
Drinking, is what darkens this * 
1 : : and 
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* ( 43 ) | 
and miſleads Minds prepoſſeſs d with this 
Miſtake; ſo that they cannot think Di- 
ſtinftly, nor judge rightly of the great 
| ge rigntiy 8 

Difference there is between the ſeveral 
Forms of Drinking: They take them all 
in the Groſs, include them in one Word, 
11 |} and fo their Reaſonings upon them are all 
coafus'd and unconcluſive. If they wou'd 
conſider that Drinking in all other Methods, 
IH and to other Purpoſes, and in any Manner 
different from this, are called Healths by a 
4 | great Soleciſm, and that this is a a ſhametul 
Abuſe and Impropriety of Speech, they 
wou'd immediately ſee the real Nature of 
them; how far each of them includes any 
Guilt, and in what Degree. Drinking 
in Remembrance of a Departed Perſon, or 
meerly in Honour of an Abſent Friend, or 
by way of Curſe and Imprecation upon our 
ſelves or others, (5c. is not Drinking of 
an Health, in which the wiſhing Succeſs 
y : | | 
and Proſperity to that Perſon or Affair we 
name, is always either Expreſsdor Imply'd. 
N Now that drinking an Health to 
any Perſon tho Preſent, or Succeſs to any 
4 Affair, has much in it of the Nature of a 
„Prayer, is of it ſelf ſo plain and obvious, 
that it hardly admits of any Proof that is 

r plainer. If Men Wiſb Health and Proſperity 
4 02 ta 


4: ( 44 ) 
to that Perſon to whom they name the 
Glaſs, then what is a WIS ? Surely they 
with to Gop for that Health or Succeſs, 
and not to the Devil : Gop only can give 
Health, or Proſperity, or Succeſs; and 
therefore the Wiſh or the Deſire is to Him, 
or to None; He muſt be concerned in all 
thefe Withes and Deſires, or they are in | 
themſelves wicked. A Wiſh is a Defire | 
of the Heart or Mind; by naming the 
Glaſs, you ſhew ror whom you Defire 
Health and Proſperity; but os whom do you 
deſire it? Surely of Him who alone is able | 
to effect it. If you deſire it of ho one, then 
ou do not dofire it at all; becaufe the 
With or Deſire does neceſſarily imply ſome 
= Power able to anſwer — Wiſhes or 
Deſires; otherwiſe all Deſire and Wiſhing, 
aud Praying is but in vain. 
If you think to evade this by only Na- 
wing the Glaſs to ſuch an one, and — 
nothing more; then conſider that all the 
Secret . ere! of our Hearts for the Health 
and Proſperity of others, or Succeſs to 
Affairs are Mental Prayers: And the 
forming them into Words, every one 
knows, is no Prayer without the ſecret 
| Defire or Wiſh; and tis that ſecret De- 
ſire alone which makes them a Prayer to 
WW.” 5 Gop; 
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king of it, is in Token of my Actual Wiſh 


upon it, to make it more ſolemn, and as 


(45) 
Gop; ſo that if a Man ſhou'd Inwardly 
wiſh or deſire the Health. and Proſperity 
of another Perſon, and take a Glaſs and 
drink upon that Secret Wiſh, it is however 
a Prayer, and a Prayer by Drinking. | 
If it is ſaid that a Wiſhor Deſire is only 


the Matter or Subject of a Prayer, and not 
the Prayer it ſelf. I anſwer that is true; 
for before that Health or Proſperity is 


actually wiſh'd or deſir d, then it is only 
the bare Subſtance or Matter of a Prayer : 
But the very naming the Glaſs, -and Drin- 


or Deſire of that Health or Proſperity I 
drink for. And ſo that which was the 
Matter or Subſtance only of a Prayer be- 
fore, is now reduced into Act, by being 
Expreſly or Implicitly dire&ed to Gop. 
II this ſeems to me plain and eaſy 
Reaſoning, and ſatisfactory to any indiffe- 
rent Perſon who looks for nothing elſe but 
right Inſtruction for the good of his Sou, 
However if nothing elſe will dofor ſome 
People, but Demonſtration that a Wiſh or 
Secret Deſire is a Prayer, Let them ſup- 
_- 2 Perſon Inwardly wiſhes or deſires 
onfufion or Damnation to another, and 
ſwalloweth then his Glaſs down greedily 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
= 
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2 Conviction to himſelf and others, that 
he wiſhes it; is not this a Curſe, in the 
Sight of Gop, to all Intents and Purpoſes, 
as much as if he had expreſs'd it in a Mul- 
titude of Words? If this is denyed, I ma 
produce expreſs Scripture for it, whic 


their 


ſuppoſes there may be a Sort of People | 
who Curſe their King or their Queen in | 
Thoughts, Eccleſ. x. 20. And if fo | 


— 
3 
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then pray tell me, if I in my Heart wiſh | 


Health and Proſperity to my King, or m 
Friend, and drink upon it — Seal it as the 


W actual Wiſh or Deſire of my Soul, whether 
| this be not a Prayer ? 

And nov if any Body is here ſo Singu- | 
$ . larly Critical, as to aſſign 

tween Wiſhing and Deſiring, I ſhall leave 


him to Diſtinguiſb, and Argue, and Drink 
Healths to the Day of his Death, without 
any Diſturbance or Moleſtation from me. 

I muſt conteſs there was no Occaſion for 


dull this Reaſoning, becauſe as the Thin 


= is plain in it ſelf, and wanted it not; ſo | 
W- - the conſtant Senſe and Opinion of the Hea- | 


then from whom this Cuſtom of drinking 


Healths is taken, and the current Pra&ice 


of it at this Day among Chriſtians, puts it 
beyond all Doubt that an Health implies 


Heathen 


2 Difference be- | 


It was the Cuſtom af the | 


| > cc. am + ond © 


his Antiquities tells us, that in their Feaſts 


for Length of Tears to one another, in Pro- 
portion to the Number of their Cups. To 
q which Cuſtom 9 Ovid alludes, | 


night live as long as Neſtor. And fo 
Horace; ö 


( 47 ) 
Heathen to * Drinꝶ largely, Et bona a Diis 
precari; And in that Manner to pray to 
their Gods for all good things. Roſinus in 


They drank Bumpers, and pray'd over them 


— ANNO f precantur 
172 ſumunt Cyathos, ad numerumq; bibunt. 
xoentes illic qui Neſtoris ebibat annos, + 


i. e. W ho by the Number of their Healths 


—— Owud orat, de Pater novum 

fundens Liquorem. | 
The ||Kpao1g dy Jaijuovog among the 
Greeks, and Poculum- boni Genii among 
the Latins, was never omitted at Meals. 
And at Going to Reſt they drank a Health 
to Mercury the God of Sleeping and 
Dreams. This prevailed fo among them, 


that it became the moſt Solemn way of 


* Alexander ab Alex. Gen. Dier. lib. 5. cap. 19. 

{ Largioribus poculis indulgebant, & pro Cyathorum 
numero annos mutuo precabantur; Roma Antiq. lib, 4. 

$ Faſt. lib. 3. | | 

** Lib. 1. Ode 31. 

Col. Rhod. lib. 28. cap, 6. 
tt Ariſtoph. in Veſpi, 
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(48) 
praying to all their Gods. The +Firſt Cup 
was to Jupiter Olympivs ; they Clor'd with 
a Cup to Jupiter Soter ; and the Interme- 
diate Cups were to their Heroes, in Order 
2 admir d and lov'd the Memory of 
m. 
That all the Cuſtomary Forms of 
drinking in Nemembrance, or for Health, 
or Proſperity, or Succeſs, &c. do imply a 
Prayer; and that there is in Men a natu- 
ral Tendency to make each of them a 
Religious Act, even in their Common 
Meals, and Ordinary Drinking Converſa- 
tion, is plain not only from the univerſal 
Practice of this among the Heathen, but 
from many Chriſtians running into the 
like religious Uſe of it. jStuckins ſays, 
It ſeems to have been the Cuſtom of ſome 


| Chrifttans intheir ordinary 2 juſt 
3 they drank, to invoke Chriſt, Signing 
' 


themſelves with the Sign of the Croſs. To 
which Cuſtom he thinks NVasianzen refers 
in that Paſſage of his firſt Oration againſt 
Julian, wherein Mention is made of 


/ 
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2 Alex. ab Alex. Gen. Dier. 1. 5. c. rg. | 

| Antiq. Con. pag. 358. Videtur etiam olim apud 
Chriſtianos moris fuiſſe ut in Compotarionibus ſais bi. 

. bituri, Chriſtum invocarent, feq; Crucis Signaculo ſig- 
narent. 


| 
\ | 1 Some 
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Some Chriſtian Soldiers who had been drawn 
over to Idolatry by that Apoſtate, yet after 
their Return home, named Chriſt over their 
Cups, and looked up, and Signed themſelves 
with the Sign oy Croſs, But 'tis more 
probable that they took up this from their 
New Religion, and retained it at their Re- 
turn, by way of doing Honour to Chriſt, 
as Nazianzen there obſerves, to the Won- 
der of thoſe Chriſtians who had heard of 
their Defection to Heatheniſm. And in 
jSmyth's Account of the Greek Church, he 
informs us that It is their Cuſtom to drink 
as it were a Grace-Cup in Honour of the 
Virgin Mary, which bath been bleſſed in ber 
Name. And that this Ceremony is alſo per- 
formed at the Requeſt; and in the Behalf of | 

ſuch as are taking a Journey; whether by 
Land or Sea, oe their good Succeſs, I 
cannot well omit here a Relation to this 
Purpoſe; becauſe I feceived it from an Offi- 
cer of great Worth and Credit, who during 
the late Service in Spain; happened with 
other Engliſh Officers, to be Drinking with 
a Prior of a Convent, who fell into their 
Company. They drinking Healths accor- 
ding to the Cuſtom in England, when the 
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4 Pag. 234. of the — 1680. 


(50) 
Glaſs came about to the Prior, they called 
upon him for his Toaſt ; But finding him 
wholly unacquainted with their Manner 
of naming Healths, and an intire Stran- 


ger to Toaſting, they explained it to him, | 


by ſaying that he was to Name that Perſon 


over his Glaſs, for whom he had the grea- | 
teſt Affection, and then drink it off, Up- 


on this the Prior fills his Glaſs to the Brim, 
and Iooketh up with a Devout and Solemn 
Air; then croſſing himſelf on each Side, as 
well as upward and downward, he lifts 


up the Glaſs with this Form of Words in] 


his own Language; To our Lord FJeſus] 


Chriſt, and drinks it off. This was ſo 
great a Surprize to the Company, that 


they reſolved to let it come abont to his| 


Turn again, without any farther Notice; 
at which he repeated the ſame Geſtures; 
with this Alteration of the Form, To the 


un 


the Hoh and Undivided Trinity. 


| 
3 


meſſed Virgin Mar y. And not being yet 
eceived, at the Third Round he named | 


As the Heathens Requeſts and Supplica- |} | 


tions to their ſeveral Deities for thoſe Bleſ- 
tings over which they preſided, were thus 
made by Drinking, 10 all their good Wiſhes 
and Deſires for themſelves or others, and 
the Succeſs of Affairs both Publick and Pri- 


vate 


2 


vate were expreſſed aſter the ſame Man- 
ner. f There was a Cuſtom among the An- 
tients, ſays Stuckius, that in Drinking. to 
one another they named ſome Deity or Man 


over their Liquor for Luck's Sake. The 


Forms they uſed in Drinking he tells us 


were, Bene vor, Bene nos, Bene me, Bene 
| &c, Here is that it may be Well with you, 
Pell with us, Well with me, Well with 


any other Perſon or Affair, (5c. And he 
Cenſures thoſe Chriſtians with great Se- 


verity, who in Imitation of them *Drink 
to one another out of Love, and Honour, 
and for the Sake of Goop Luck, and 
who moreover in ſo doing, often uſe many 
not only Profane but Religious Obſecrations. 


I need not ſay how much Ground there 
is for the fame Cenſure among us, the 
Cuſtom of Healths being now carryed on 
to a greater Height than perhaps it ever 


was ſince Heatheniſm was the prevailing 
Religion of the World. Tis become 
the only Modern way of expreſſing all 


ä 


I Erat mos apud veteres, ut propinantes Deum quem- 
8 aut Hominem Ominis causa præfarentur, Ant. 


Sibi invicem Amoris, Honoris, Boni Ominis erg> 
propinant multis utuntur Obſecrationibus non modo 
protanis, fed ſacris & Religioſis. Ant. Con, lib. 3. 


7 


Here 


8 
Mens good Wiſhes and Deſires. Here is 
Health and Proſperity to ſuch, and ſuch an 


one. Here is Succeſs to every Undertaking 


in Publick or Private; to our Fleets and 
Armies, nay to the Church &c. A good 

ourney, a good Voyage, good Reſt, good 

ortune, good Luck, good Every Thing, 
muſt be wilh'd by Drinking : Thus in a 
Manner forſaking of Gop, as the Prophet 
Tſaiah ſays of the Jer xLv. 11. Kat xu 


pavTeg Th T nipreue, as the Seventy 'Tran- Þ 


ſlate it; And Filling up a Mixture to For- 
zune ; alluding to this abominable Cuſtom 
of the Heathen, who always drank for 
good Fortune or Succeſs in their Merchan- 
dize, for a good Harveſt, for Fertility and 
Plenty in the following Year, &c. As Com- 
mentators obſerve upon that Text, who 
moſt of them render the Word u in that 
Verſe by Fortune; and Grotivs particular- 
ly ſays it bore this Signification among the 
Hebrews, Chaldeans and Arabians. And 
any one who conſiders the Word Ilcroy 


Drinkings, in 1 Pet. rv. 3- will make very 


little Doubt of its being leyell'd at the 
Cuſtom of Healths among the Gentiles ; 
which the Apoſtle, among other Things, 
minds them of their having walk'd in be- 
ore their Converſion. For tho' the, Wor 


- 
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in the Singular Number is by the Septuas 


gint uſed for a Banquet, which was no 


Doubt the Reaſon of that rendring of it 
by our Enghſp Tranſlators in this Text; 
yet Stephanus obſerves that it generally 
bears that rendring only in the Singular, 
and that in the Plural it is to be render'd 
Potationes, Compotationes, Drinkings, Drin- 
king Bouts ; and ſhews this to be the Uſe 
of it in the Plural, by ſeveral Inſtances out 


of Greek Authors. Now that it is to be 


applyed to theſe Healths, and Forms of 
Drinking only, and not to Drunkenneſs or 


Intemperance in Drinking is plain, becauſe iſ 


all this laſt is fully expreſs'd in the Word | 
'Owrgavyizu; going before in the ſame Sen- 
tence. Beſides which the Word Noro im- 
mediately follows Kuo Commeſſationibus, 
Banguettings, in which it appears that all 
thoſe Forms of Drinking Healths were 
Cuſtomary. | | 

Moſt of the Heathen Libations were no- 
thing elſe but Healths drank to their Gods 
and Heroes ; only that they often poured 
out a little of the Cup upon the Table, 
or Bottom of the Altar in theit more 
Solemn Sacrifices, either before or after 
they Drank. Libation ſays ft Sunbertws, 
Was uſually perform'd by the Anttents after 


FOOT 


(54) 
their Meals ; on then holding up the Cup 
of Liquor, they poured out a little by way 
of Supplication, and doing Honour to their 

eities, and the reſt they drank. So again 


ſays * Stuckius, The Order and Manner of 


their Libations was thus, They firſt poured a 
large Veſſel of Wine called Kparyp in Homer, 
full to the Brim; then they poured intole|- 


ſer Cups called derara, and then diſtributed | 


them to the Company Ad Libandum atque 
bibendum. At other Times he obſerves, 


that they uſed firſt to Drink to the Honour 
of their Friends or Heroes, and then (Re- 


cerve the Remainder of the Liquor upon 
their Nail, ff either lick it off, or flirt 


it into the Face of the Perſon they drank to, | 


Or upon the Ground: Of which Cuſtom 
what is now called a Supernaculum, is a 
barbarous Remain. From whence it ap- 
pears that an Health is no other than a Li- 


In Libatio erat, qui Antiqui poſt Epulas uti ſolebant; 


nam pateram tenentes ex ea aliquid in honorem Dei ve- 
nerantes 133 fundebant; deinde bibebant. 
Saubert. de Fucrif. p. 658. See likewiſe Turnebus v. o. 7.1, 


Pag- 362. | 
Sacro. Sacrific. Deſcrip. p. 135. | 
© SSolent etiam nennulli reſiduum Poculi liquorem 
ungue excipere, illumque vel bibere, vel in ejus cui 
propinant Faciem, vel etiam in terram ndere. 
7 Antiqu. Conv. 2. 364. * 4 ; : ; 
WU quid 
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quid Sacriſice, in the conſtant Senſe and 

Practice of the Heathen. 
Nay it came to that at length, that 


every Thing Sacred or of Conſequence a- 


mong them was perform'd by Drinking. 
All their Leagues or Bargains were con- 
firmed over their Liquor, ſays Crotius. 
And to this Cuſtom allude thoſe Expreſ- 


ſions of oro Auονi in Homer, Vinoſa fæ- 


dera, gr ExTioues ill Ariſtophanes 5 Fede- 


ra ebibo. For theſe Reaſons the Cuſtom IM 
| of Drinking Healths was ſo ſeverely con- 


demn'd by the Fathers. St. Ambroſe is full 
and very expreſſive in Condemning them, 
and calls them Sacraments, alluding. to 


theſe Practices of the Heathen ; 4 What Oc- 


caſion is there for ſpeaking of thoſe Vows 
and Pet, of Men Br Its 2 
Thoſe Sacraments of theirs which they hold 
Sacred and Inviolable. And deſcribes Men 
in his Days, ſaying, G Let us Drink for 
the Safety or Succeſs of our Armies, for the 
Courage of our Fellow Soldiers, for Health 


— li. 


** On Matth. 26. 27. Fœdera quoque admoto Calice 
firmari ſolita. . TOS | 
t Quid autem obteſtationes potantium loquar ? Quid 
memorem Sacramenta quz violare nefas arbitrantur ? 
$ Bibamus pro ſalute Exercituum, pro-Comitum vir. 
tute, pro filiorum Sanitate, &c. | 129 
10 
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zo our Children, &c. ( And they think 
theſe wet Prayers and liquid Vows of theirs 
Will come up before God; As they who 
think their Prayers never more effeftual than 
when they are made over their Cups Drank 
at the Sepulchres of the Martyrs. -—- 0 
the Folly of Mankind who can imagine 
| Drunkenneſs ſhould ever be an acceptable 
Sacrifice; St. * Baſil ſays, that Drinking 
 Healths bas a Semblance of a Sacrifice to 

Cod for the _— of others; but is rather 

a Sacrifice to the Devil, and the Bane of 
our own Health. Stuckius inveighs a- 
gainſt this Cuſtom of Healths, asan Inſtance 
of the greateſt Folly and Madneſs, that 
even Chriſtians ſhould fCompliment one ano- 
4 in their Liquor, En 577 and 

Viſhing, and Praying for all Proſperity 
and Succeſs. And in another Place, after 
he had been deſcribing the Manner of 
Prinking Health among the Greeks, Ro- 
7 t hæc vota ad Deum ervenire Judicant, cut illi 
qui calices ad Sepulchra Martyrum deferunt, atq; illic 

in veſperam bibunt, & aliter ſe exaudiri poſſe non cre. 
dunt. O ſtultitiam Hominum qui ebrietatem 


Sacrifcium. putant ! De Helia & Jejun. cap. 17. 

In his Sermon, oe to Drunkards. This Quotation 
is as I met with it in Dur ham of Healthing , but have not 
yet found it in St. Bal. POSE ws | 
i iavicem gratulantur; bonus atq; fauſfa 'quevis 
; Pollicentur, augutantur, atq; precantur. J. #. By Drinking. 
Antiq. Com. Ub, 3. | OY 

mans; 
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mans, Scythians and Muſcovites, and had 
5% been expoling the Barbarity and Wicked- 
neſs ot that Cuſtom, he laments that Ma- 
12 Chriſtians have at length come io that 
n Paſs, that in Imitation of thoſe Heathens 
they drank Healths to themſelves and to other 
People. —— And are by that Means like 
tobe deprived of that Eternal Health or Sal- 
vation obtained for us by. the Blood of Chriſt. 
From thefe Inſtances it appears, that 
Drinking an Health does not only imply 

of a Prayer in the very Action it ſelf, but 
that this is the current and received Noti- 
on of it, in the Practice both of Heathens 
a and Chriſtians : And withal that this, Cu- 
ill ſom among us is a Relique of Heatheniſm; 
and as ſuch condemn'd by great and good 


ty Men. Now if this was their Way of di- 
- ſhonouring Gop; of Praying for the Health 


of their Friends, and for their own; and of 
”- |} . Sacrificing to Devils ; and if the Cuſtom of 
= jj - Healths among Chriſtians is condemn'd 
e. for thatReaſan as well as others by the Fa- 
m thers, and the beſt Men in every Age who 
n — — A TETT- 1 222 28 

t © $Holie Chriſtiani multis in locis ad illorum Imitati- 
onem tandem ꝓro ſuà & aliorum ſalute bibere canſue- 
verunt — Atq; adeo Eterna — ſalute nobis 
Chriſti morte aty; ſan guine part Ipolientur. Ant. Con. 
bs H have 
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have wrote upon the Subject, is it neceſſi- 
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ry for me to enter into any farther Di- 


ſpute to ſhew the Sinfulnefs of that Pra- 
ctice among us? Yes, Iſhall be ask d fomeſ 


ſuch cramp Queſtions as theſe. Muſt ! 
leave off every Thing the Heathen did? 


No, for then you muſt leave off Drinking; 
tis the Manner only of their abuſing that 


Action of Drinking you are to forbear. Muſt 


I never Knxck down an Ox, or Cit the 


Throat of a Sheep becauſe the Heathen 
did it in Sacrifice ? Yes, you may ; but 


remember if you knock down that Ox, 


or cut that A Throat for the Health 
and Proſperity of your Prince or your Friend, 
*tis downright Idolatry: And your ſaying 
that you Mean neither Prayer nor Sacri- 
fice by it, and nothing more than a bare 


Expreſſion of your Good Will towards 


them, and hearty Wiſhes for their Proſpe- 
rity and- Sncceſs, cannot bring you off. 
Suppofe an Health a Prayer, may I not 


pray tothe true Gop as the Heathen did 


to their falfe ones? Yes, but let me ask 
a Queſtion in my Turn? If you ſhou'd 


pray fer the Health and Proſperity: of ano- 
ther by Pouring out a Glaſs of Wine up- 
on the Table or the Ground, wou'd not 
this be literally the Libation of the Hea- 


then 


| ſperity of another; and pouring it ou the 


( 59.) \ 
hen, and wou'd not that be an Idolatrous 
Act? Then pray ſhew me any other Dif- 
parity between pouring a Glaſs of Wine 
down your Throat for the Health and Pro- 


Table or Ground for the ſame Purpoſe; 
unleſs it be that tae former is for many 
Reaſons much the more wicked and dete- 
ſtable. of the Two. * 
But may I not innocently pour a Glafs 
of Wine down my Throat, or on the Ta- 
ble, or the Ground, tor the Health of ano- 
ther, without either Wiſh or Prayer to 
Gop? No, nor do any Thing elle for the 
Health and Proſperity of another, without 
Him who is the Sole Author of Health 
and Proſperity. If he is intirely left our, 
and ſo totally excluded, that what you 
ſay or do for the Health and Profperity I 
of another, {hall not ſo much as Imply any If 
Prayer or Ejaculation to him; then mut © | 
it have a Reference to Another, whom it 
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But tho wiſhing Health and Proſperity 
neceſſarily "implies Prayer in it ſelf, and 
muſt ultimately refer to Cop, and then | 
it is a Prayer; or to the De uil, and then i A 


An * 4 
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is pn? ; yet may I not innocently Drink 
a Glaſs of Wine for the Health c. of 


another, without Thinking of either Gov 


or Prayers ? I anſwer, No. And now 
that the Matter is brought to a Point, the 


i 1 which ſo univerſally decei- 
dt 


veth, and the True Evil of Drinking Healths 
appears diſtinguiſh'd from that Colour or 

'armſh in which it paſs'd diſguis d. This, 
which is only an Excuſe for that Cuſtom, 


is pleadedas an Argument for the Lawful- 


neſs of it ; and has no other Conſequence 
hut this, vig. Becauſe I Deſign no more 


| by it, therefore it can neither have any 


more in It ſelf, or Imply any Thing more. 
And therefore for a ſhort Anſwer to this, 
and all other Objections of this Kind, let 
us ſnppoſe ther tp of the-Cuſtom of 
Drink to a Man's Health, that other 
ſort of Heathen Lihation, I mean where 
the whole or moſt of the ip of Liquid 
Was pour d out upon the Table or the 
Ground, were retained among us; arid that 


. 
o 
— 


- you were to perform it as Duly to the 


| e your. foie, or yout Prince; 
and call 4 


= _ 


d it à Token of Besen Mark 
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Mer that you mean no Prayer, 
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Sacri- 


ou, m ho or 
| fice; and think neither of GB, hot of at 
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nk Id, you wou d however pronounce this an 
of Ndolatrous Act in its own Nature; and thõ 
ob your Deſign, and Prepoſſeſſian from Cuſtom, 
w weu' d be an Excuſc for you, yet this wou'd 
he not alter the Nature of the Tbing, which 
i. | wou'd remain however Evil in it Self, If. 
hs you ſay theſe are not Parallel, becauſe the 
or | Wine drank Nouriſbes, but that poured. 
is, | out is Loſt; I anſwer, this makes no 
1, | Difference in Reſpect of Him whoſe Health 
L is drank; tis all one where the Cup of 
Wine nam'd or dedicated to his Health or 
Proſperity is pour'd; whether into your 
Stomach, or on the Ground or Table. And 
thus it appears that whatever your Mean. 
ing or Deſign is, the naming of the Health 
is in it ſelf,” as a certain f Perſon obſerves 
on this Subject; Np other. than offering up 
the Cap to God in hi Bebalf; and he pur- 
ſues this by ſaying; That Unleſs we haue 
ſome Grounds or Imimation that we may 
offer a Cup to God in Behalf of others, thro' 
t : Mzdiation of Chrift, it is the ſaſeſt way 
And now hope it is plain, that if a 
Halb be a Prayer at all; or has anything 
In t:6f the Nature of a Prayer; or implies 
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Health of another either be a Prayer, or 
Ought to be a Prayer, then the Cuſtom 
of Drinking Healths is a Profanation of that 
holy Action; And never the leſs a Profa- 
nation becaule it is no Set Prayer in Form, 


but a Short and Tranſient Deſire of the 


Heart for the Health and Proſperity of a- 
nother either not Expreſſed at all, or Na- 
med in a Word or Two. Tis a ſad Evaſion 
here, that becauſe Men mean nothing by a 
Wiſh zor Wiſh, without Wiſhing to Gop; and 
thô they actually Expreſs their Deſire for the 


Health gc. of their Friend or their Prince, 
| yet becauſe they drink in Token only of 


cheir Sincerity, without any Regard or Re- 
ſpect to Him who is the Sole Author and Ci- 
ver of Health (5c. and in ſhort do not think 
of Gop or Prayer at all, that therefore they 
cannot Profane that Office, - The Queſtion 
is not whether they Think of Prayer when 
they wiſh or deſire the Health of another? 


But whether they Ought to do ſo? And 


—— 


a Prayer; or if a Wiſh. or Defire for the 
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Action of Swallowing a Glaſs of Liquor 
Immediately upon that Wiſh or Deſire, in- 


ſtead of that Concurrence of the Heart, 
and that habitual Devotion of the Mind 
which ſhou'd make it a Prayer, and ought 


Jever to go along with it, be not a Profana- 


tim of that Office? What is this but laying 
aſide the Direction of our Wiſhes and De- 
fires to Gop, and wiſhing and deſiring by 
Cups and Glaſſes? What is this but doing 
that always Lightly and Irrevercntly, which 
never ſhou'd be done but Seriouſly, and 
with a Thought towards Heaven; and ne- 
ver is done otherwiſe by good and devout 
Chriſtians, who can never wiſh or deſire 
with any Solemnity at leaſt, without ſen- 
ding it up to Gop. 

But why may not I ſend up an Ejacula- 
tion to Heaven for any particular Grace or 
Mercy for my Prince or my Friend when 
I drink, as well as at any other Time? 
anſwer, Ejaculations Mental or Expreſſe 


are always good when they proceed from 


a good Heart; and we are commanded to 


Pray without ceaſing ; but not to Drink 


and Pray; and Pray and Drink inceſſantly. 
As you have ſeen, this Addition of Drink 
to à Prayer was among the Heathen a 


Drink-Offering or Sacrifice in Behalf of 


their 


0 


join Drink and 
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— Friends; and is even now no other 
in it felt than offering up a Cup to Gon 
in Behalf of another; whatever Men De- 
u by it, it has as much of the Nature ol 


a Sacrifice as the pouring out Wine up. 
oon the Table or Ground for the Heal!} 


of any lr wou d have; which if you 
did you wou d be RY branded 
for a Heathen, 
Prayer is good without the Drink „ and 
che Drinking may be innocent without the 
Prayer ; But * whoſe Inſtitution do you 
ayer, ſays Durham, un. 
leſs it be in the Holy Sacrament of the 
Lord Supper; > There indeed we are com- 


manded to join Drinking and Thankſgiving, 
& but where are we commanded to drink by 


way of Iaterce ſſion for others ? C — 
a Perſon who does this ought to have ver) 
good Authority for ſuch an Action, no leſs 
than a RE or Inſtitution; but tis 
certain there is no Colour or Foundain 
for this in CHriſtianity. 

There is a great Difference beben 
"Prayer or Tchanhſgi ving when we eat or 
"os, which i is in tes — and u 

hankigi ing 
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] ac ; excepting:onby in chat great Lu- 
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her ſtance wherein it is commanded, as 
ob will appear to every one who conſiders 
this Diſtinction. Moſt Objections pro- 
olf ceed upon confounding theſe; and be- 
ap-. cauſe Men may pray When they drink, 
they infer that therefore they may Joyn 
ouſt Drinking to their Prayer as a Seal and 
led Confirmation of it in their common and 

cuſtomary Healths; which is plainly a 
md Profanation of Prayer in the moſt Exalted 
the Senſe of it. , And it is upon the Account 
50 of the great Impiety of Healths in this th 1 
n- Inſtance, that Mr. Durham in his Diſcourſe 
the upon this Subject, calls then Profane, Un- 
m-Þ inſtituted, Carnal Sacraments ; and he asks 
g; this Queſtion, What can tome nearer the 
by Þ boly Inſtitution of our bleſſed Lord, than 
y thus ballowing of Cups; i. e. for the Health 
ry | of others, And handing and delivering them 
eſs all round in Order to one another? But that 
tis which is of — MEI to that very 
ion Purpoſe is, That it was this very Thought 
which led both the * Fathers and Modern 
Divines into the _ of them Ritus, 

Ly 


and Sacramenta, and Myſteria Bacchi, and 
Hicia Diaboli. 50 
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* Baſil, Auguſt, Ambr. Amama, Ameſius, Stuckius, &c; 
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M Mind that it. iy derive gu Yo Jper; 
od; alk this as a Mark of Regard only, 
Without welding, Health of; Traden, 
Wh OWNS: WE: is indeed wording 
zu Health Terms it will hear, 
and it is this the ef fair. and plahble 
Notion of it which has lead us all into this 
pernicious Cuſtom vpawazes: and bas; been 
dne Occaſion, of its ſpreading, it Ky: o uni: 
verſally· Men not conſidering that this is 
butiaoPifernt way, of expreſſing the Same 
Thing; and thereſete no more tſtan a meer 
Caen and Di/gw;eto mpkeit paſs current, 


and ai Blind, only; to; deceive. our ſelues. 
Tho wethus Dejcribeit, and call it by what 


Name wepleale,and deſign ever ſo well by 
it, yet this is an, Heglihſtill; and willever 
* it all that Inberent Ed. wh P 
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tis Wörd imports. In Order to et r 
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Health. is, that you Oui ward ſhew that 
* Good Meaning after. an Ill Manner; that 
you expreſs that Meaning habitually by 
an Action, which, if it is thus, plainly ob- 
vious to ſo. many, evil Implications, muſt 
be an habitual diſhonouring of Goo. 

'Tis evident that they who ſay they 
mean nothing more than a Meer Token, 
of kegard and Compliment by drinking an 
Health, give it a fore d Turn contrary to 
the Senſe of the Ward it ſelf, and to the 
common Manner of expreſſing themſelves 
upon. that Occaſion, They Drink to a 
Man's Health, and at ſo doing they Wiſh 
bim Health and Proſperity, and if they do 
not ſpeak it they mean it; and yet in the 
ſame Breath argue their Innocence in ſo 
doing, becauſe they mean Neither by an 
Health. So that they ſpeak and act in 
Cuntradiction to themſelves; and this ſoft 
Turn they dure 7 appears to be a ſhameful 
Evaſion of that Impiety which they them- 
ſelves ſee in this Practice. If the Action 


is Intirely Innocent, and carries no Impli- 


cations which have any Shadow or Colour 
of Evil, what Occaſion is there for. any 
WW Excuſe or Evaſion ? And for Mens ſaying 
they mean only this or that by it? Is not 

this a Tacit Ackngyvledgment that it wou'd. 


a 
be evil to drink an Health in any Other 
Senſe or Meaning; and that it is in it ſelf 
liable to other Senſes and Meanings that 
are evil? Such Inconſiſtencies as theſe do 
Men involve themſelves in, when they 
wou'd excuſe the doing of what is ill in 
it Self, by ſaying They mean no Ill by it. 
The Devil himſelf cou d not Tempt a Man, 
who has the leaſt Senſe of Religion lett, to 
drink an Health in all its Forms ; and with 
all thoſe Implications it carries in it fully 
expreſs d, without any Reſerve or ſome 
e Turn to render it fair and plau- 
ſible: I mean, As it implies Prayer by 
Drinking; as it is in Nuth a Dedication of 
Cups and Glaſſes z as it is interceding for 
the Health and Proſperity of . athers by a 
Draught; as it is really an Offering up a 
Cup to God for the good of another Mas, or 
for Proſperity to any Affair &c. And all 
this with the Solemnity that an Health is 
often drank. What then has that cunning 
Serpent to do? Even what he does; to 
mingle ſome Ingredient with the Liquor 
of an Health to render it Palatable, and 


conceal the Poiſon which is in the Botton 


of the Glaſs; that it may go down glib, 


without any. Fear or Scruple. And th 
the Quantity ot the Poiſon is ſo ſmall that 


- 
— 
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it all not Kill Mets all at Once, of give 
thetwany Immediate Diſturbance ; yet it o. 
es gradually, and the conſtant Habrt of 
Health, with the many Iaſtances of acciden- 
tal Guilty which it rafely fails of drawing 
| aftet it, works all His Ends at laſt: Nor 
htl he fliłd of making all his Advantages 
out of it inſo much that᷑ it is too viſible how 
x0 Power of Neligiun ef Grace has been 
ſufficient. to check the gradual Progreſs of 
this Caſtom, and make it ſtop fort of 
Mens chiming their Glaſſes to tiie Confuſion 
| and Damnation of theit Fellow Chtiſtians. 
2. That this very Thing which Men 
plead'in Bxcuſe, vis. Thi the na 
the Glaſs, ani mentioning Health qu 
fperity ave'no more than Words of f Corſe 
and The drinking e 4 bare (oil Com. 
plimett, ix the very Thing wich rendets 
this Pfacties inexcuſible.” For Why are 
fuck daily conſtant Wilkes and —— 
the Health and Proſpe — 1 of our Kin 
Inſtane@ardiof worthy Mii pos e, 
i and! fot Suecefs to th ee, Miits 
_ ofthe Nation; ſo haartilyiexpreſs'd'; WIy, I 
db abe they meer Words of Coutfe, Ind 
ci Com plimtent ?. No Neuſof cr Be af. 
ſan'Þfor. it, bet Beeauſe tete ig no HAI 
aubDerotwininHe Heavy of the Drinkets 


towards 
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If +, 
towards God, or Sincerity towards Max, 
our Wiſhes and Deſires for Thin of 


that Nature are Nat Prayers, . 
ta beſo, and tis our Sin if they are not 
1 it is a Shew of Prayer, 
you do not pray; tis an habitual 
Form of euer lightly, and wanton 
and irreverently, i. e. ab buling of f it; 
z conſtant Outward Shew and Profeſſion 
Prayer in your Mind, when it is the 


A 


leaſt of your Thoughts. 


Is not this lightly, repeating the L Lordo 
of an , Hpeulation, and then putting a 
Draught of Liquor in the Place of that 


Concurrence of the Heart which, thou'd - 


ever accompany it, If we with, for Things. 
of ſo great [raportance as Health and Succe 4 7 
ue, We ſhou d 2. the Drink: 

aud make it a Prayer; Tn ef ous 
we leave that out which makes it — 2 4. 
Prayer, and; only ſwallow, the Drink. 


dud now that Men are come to a Cuſtom 


2 a Form of Ejaculation, over a, 

2 Wine Lightly and Irre verentiy, 
— drinking it off Profanely ; they 
excuſe themſelves by laying, they mean 


O Pray erat all. 
Nothing is more Obvious to any. can 


Gdering Chuiſtians than tue Inipiety, of this 


Excuſe, 
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Excuſe, which leaves Gop out of all our ſv 
lemn Withes and Deſires for ſuch Things 
as none but he can give. The very Meu- 
tion of thoſe Things which Men drink for, 
eſpecially when they do it with any So- 
Jemnity, naturally lifts up the Mind to 
Heaven, if there is any Devotion left in it, 
Nor is it a thing ſo indifferent as may be 
thought, butMatter of Duty and Obligation 
ſo to do; for St. James in his Fourth Chap, 
reprehends ſuch who ſpeak even of the 
Common Affairs of Life without immedi- 
ate Reference to Gop, and it follows at 
Verſ. t5. For that ye onght to ſay, if the 
Lord will, we ſhall live and do this and 
that. And ſhall we not deſign the ſmalleſt 
Thing ; nor even mention our going from 
one City to another ; or ſpeak of what we 
are to put in Execution to Day, or to Mor- 
row in our private Affairs; and ſhall we 
folemnly wiſh Health to our Friends, Pro- 
ſperity to our King, and worthy Miniſters 
of State, and Succeſs to all important 
Affairs of the Nation, without a Thought 


of God or Prayer? And now will any 


one doubt whether the doing this ſo uni- 
verſally and conſtantly as it is practic d, be 
not as conſtant and univerſal Mockery of 
Gov, and in it felf a crying — 
C $44 © nt | t 
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What a ſtrange and needleſs Difficulty 
doth this Excuſe or Evaſion bring a Man 
under? For in Order to fecure his Inno- 
cence in the cuſtomary Practice of Healths, 
be muſt be ſure to drink without a Wiſh ; 
or Wiſh without wiſhing to Gop; de- 
fire without a Prayer; and be daily ex- 
preſſing the habitual Longing of his Mind 
and Soul for the Greateſt Publick and Pri- 
vate Bleſſings, without the leaſt Regard or 
Tendency of the Heart towards him from 
whom alone he is to hope for them. And 
now is not this the very. Wickedneſs of 
Healths, that they have thruſt out all De- 
votion from Mens Minds; exploded all 
habitual Prayer, and every thing that is like 
it; that they have baniſh'd the very Air 
and Face of Religion from among Chriſti- 
ans, and perfectly drowned all Remains 
of pious Ejaculation, -. 8 

3. The Third Thing I deſire may be 
confider d is, that unleſs our Wiſhes and 
Deſires for the Health of another be a Prayer 
or Ejaculation, it is ſo far from being a To- 
ken of Regard, that it. is an Hypocritical 
Compliment, and foul Diſſimulation. Yau | 
Drink in Evidence of the Sincerity of your 
inward Wiſhes and Defires of a Man's 
Health and Proſperity cc. What is the Sin- 

” 0 7 cerity 


— 
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cerity of them ? Is it not when you wiſh 
and Deſire his Health of Gop, and bavea 
Diſpoſition of Mind to pray for him, and 
that you actually do ſo; oy that your With 
is as much a Prayer as the Shortneſs of your 
Expreſſion, and Preſent Thought will ad- 
mit of. 
lere I muſt obſerve that it is the Failing 
of a Spirit of Devotion, and the conſtant 
Abuſe of all Forms of Salutation among 
Chriſtians that has ſo entirely worn out 
the Knowledge of their Original; and yet 
they all retain in themſelves ſomething of 
the Devotion and Piety of the Age in which 
they firſt came into uſe. I wiſh you Health 
or Proſperity or Succeſs, i. e. God give 
you Health, Proſperity, and Succeſs, A 
good Journey or Voyage er i. e. God 
give jou a good Journey or Voyage. I with 
you Safety, i. e. God ſend you ſafe &c. 
Which are all contracted Forms of Praying, 
or ſhort Ejaculations ; as thoſe of the Apo- 
ſtles in the Cloſe of their Epiſtles, Peace 
be with you; Peace be with you all; Grace 
be with you; and Grace be with you all; 
Peace be to the, Brethren. And again St, 
John in the Begining of his 2d Epiſtle, 
Grace be with you, Mercy and Peace, &c. 
Which are all Flacalations, and mean — 
; | | {en 
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iſh ſend you Grace and Peace, &c. All theſe 

ea are id by the Apoſtles in Token of their 

nd Regard for thoſe Chriſtians they wrote to, 

ia and good Will towards them; and are Forms 

Dur of Salutation ; and that which makes them 

id. fo is that they are ſhort Prayers to Gop; 

and if they were not ſo they had been no 

12 Ml outward Indications of the ſincere Value 

nt they had for them. By theſame Rule Men 

ng make all their Wiſhes of Health and Pro- 
ut I ſperity &c. meer Words of Courſe, they 
vet may make thoſe other Forms of Salutation 
ol W ſo too. God kzep you, God ſave you, God 
ich Wl proſper jou, nay even God bleſs you. All 
lth W which, andſuch like, will come in Uſe again 
VI with that habitual Concurrence of the 
AB Heart which becomes them, when that 
00 Cuſtom of drinking Healths is left off, 
iſh which has quite driven them out from 
cc. among Chriſtians: Tis the Irreligion of 
g; the Age we live in, and its lamentable 
o- Degeneracy from the Primitive Piety which 
ice has leſt no Remains of a Truly Chriſtian Salu- 
ce if tation among us, and hath Reſolved it all in- 
to Drinking; inſomuch that inſtead of All the 
St. Saints ſalute you, in the Modern Stile it is 
le, All here drink your Health, and inſtead of 
cc. that Divine Form, Eph. vi. 24. Grace be 
ob with all them that love our Lad Jeſus 
nd Ber | Cn 
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Chriſt. "Tis now with Glaſs in Hand, 
Here is to all that love and Honour the bleſ. 
ſed and Immortal Memory of a certain 
Dead Monarch. 

4. Laſtly, I ſhall obſerve, That after 
all the Shifting, and Turning, and Wreſt- 
ing of an Health, ſo as intirely to exclude 
all Thoughts of Gop, or any Application 
to him, it will have ſomething in it of the 

Nature of Prayer, whether you delign it 
ſo or no. The very Naming a Perſon over 
a Glaſs of Liquor imports our good Wiſh- 
es and Deſires for him, and theſe Ar: 
Prayers, or Ought to be ſo. The Words 
Wiſhing, and Deſiring, and Praying are 
Syaonymous Words in Scripture, and uſed 
promiſcuouſly, 2 Coy. xIII. 19. This alſo we 
wiſh even your Perfection, Rom. x. 1, 
My Hearts Deſire and Prayer to God for 
Tfrael is &c. And in 3 John 11. We have 
the Very Form ſo much abus'd by Drinking, 
T wiſh above all Trings that thou mayeſt pro- 
fper, ani be in Health; which is a hearty 


Prayer that Gop wou'd give him Health 


and Proſperity. But we have profanely 
added the Naming the Perſon Firſt, and 
Then watering-our Wiſh with our Liquor; 
And not only ſo, but this With muſt be 
tols d, together With the Glaſs or _—_ 

e om 
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d, from one Hand to another; and every 
Man is to Wiſb and Drink in his Turn; not 
un without the ringing of Glaſſes to elevate 
their Devotion. Whereas if a Man ſhou'd I} 
er repeat a ſhort Form of a With or a Prayer, | 
. nay even with the Concurrence of the 
de Heart, and ſhou'd ſend it round the Com- 
2n pany without drinking, for them to repeat 
ne each Man in his Turn after the ſame Man- 
it ner they do in an Health, this wou'd be 
er plainlya Sportſul unbecoming Way of Pray- 
er, and conſequently a Profanation of that 
Holy Office ; which is to be perform'd with 
united Hearts and Voices. 

You will Object, May I not lay to my 
Friend, I Wiſh you would go a Journey 
wich me; No Body Wiſhes you better than 
I; LViſb you would lend me a Sum of 
Money; I Viſb you would Help me in 

ſuch an Affair, c. without praying to 
Gop? Yes, you may wiſh on at that Rate 
till you weary your ſelf and your Friend 
too, and it will have Nothing of the Na- 
ture of Prayer, unleſs it be of Praying to 
Man. And I nuft obſerve once for all, 
that thoſe general Expreſſions, and all the 
Whiſkez we make to Man are intirely left 
gut of the Queſtion; which is concern! 
Wines or Deſires azadefor . { 
4A Ings, 
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ſings, ſuch as none but Gop can give; 

and fuch as are never to be hoped for or 

* but by Prayer and Supplication to 
in. 

Tho it is now plain that an Health even 
in the Soſteſt Turn it can bear, carries in it 
no {mall Degree of Evil and Sin, and is a 
ſhameful Defection from the true Spirit of 
Primitive Chriſtianity : Yet let us — 
that ſome ſuch Senſe or Meaning of an 
Health could be found out that may be 
innocent in it ſelf; which upon a moſt ſeri- 
ous Recollection I do not think poſſible. 
Becauſe it is poſſible to frame One Innocent 
{ Notion in which an Health may be drank, 
| ſhall this attone for the many Evil Turns 
to which it is naturally liable, and for the 
evil Tendency the Cuſtom of it hath to lead 
Men into great Variety of Sin and Wicked- 
neſs? Becauſe it may be, with much Thought 

and Diſtinguiſhing Nicely, reduced at length 
to One Senſe or Meaning which is not a- 
ainſt the expreſs Laws of Gop, and at 
, beſt but barely Indiferent ; is it not a ſtrange 
| Conſequence that therefore the general 
Cuſtoni of it {hall be lawful, tho' there are 
many other wicked and deteſtable Notions 
to which it is liable, and in which I cannot 
but know that Multitudes practice it daily? 
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| Cnunayr. 
- thx laſt Acceptation of an Health is 


When I name any King or Gvernour 
over my Cup or Glaſs, and then Drink as 
an outward Indication of my inward Loy- 
alty, and unfeigned Fidelity to him. Loy- 
alty is a Chriſtian Duty which conſiſts in 
an [nward Diſpoſition of the Mind to pay 
all that Veneration, and Obedience, and 
Fidelity to our King or Governour, which 
is requir d by Gop and Man: And that, 
not only as he gratifies my Pr:vate Intereſt, 
or that of my Party; but as we are taught 
in Scripture, out ot pure Senſe of Duty to 
Gop, For the Lord's Sake; and for Con- 
ſcience Sake ;as He is The Lord's Anointed; 
and Ordained of him. Now if Drinking a 
Glaſs of Wine were an Evidence or outward . 
Sign of Loyalty, in this truly Chriſtian | 
Senſe of it, at a Man's Heart; this wou'd 
be a ſtrong Preſumption in favour of ma- 
king a Draught of Liquor the current Teſt 
of it. But on the contrary, ſince it is ſo far 
from being any Real Tryal and Infallible 
Teſt of a Man's Loyalty, that it may be, 
and I fear is, too often uſed as a Cloak of 


Maliciouſneſs and Diſloyalty, to conceal the 


Faction. 
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Faction that is within, and cover over a Se- 
ditious, Murmuring, Diſcontented Spirit. 
Since the Scripture ſhews us there may be 
a Sort of Men, who Give good VVords, | 
may add and drink Vith their Months, 
and at the fame Time Curſe with their 
Hearts. Since Experience ſhews us that 
commonly ſuch who drink Moſt, pray 
Leaſt; that this is the only way that 
fome-have of praying either in Publick or 
Private for their King; and that this is mioſt 
to be feared of them who make the great- 
eſt Noiſe and Stir about drinking Healths. 
Since this Health by many is made a meer 
Thing of Courſe, and too often drank for 
the Sake of the Liquor, or Company; out 
of Fear, or Deſign ; or tor any Other Rea- 
ſon, rather than for an Actual Darting u 

of their Mind to Gon for that Long Lit 
and Health for which they Pray, and Drink; 
and Drink, and Pray. Since I ſay the Caſe 
is thus, we may begin to doubt whether 
the Beſt and moſt Loyal Subjects have not 
been led into this Cuſtom by pure Miſtake, 
and Inadvertency; for: want of weighing 
throly the Nature of the Thing, or be- 
cauſe chey would prevent auy Cenſure 
or Miſrepreſentations of Prix king and 
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We read in Scripture of Praying for the 
L iſe of the King, and are exhorted to Make 
Prayers and Supplications for Kings, and 
for all that are in Authority; and in ſo doing 
we honour him who is King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords. But it ought to be well 
conſider d, whether we do ſo in Drinking 
Health and long Life to our King, and to 
ſuch as are in Authority ; There is no Co- 
lour or Foundation for this Practice in Ori- 
ſtianity, and if there be any where, it is in 
Heatheniſ1. For beſides the other Inſtan- 
ces of Evil I have already ſhewn to attend 
that of Health-drinking in General, there 
is this Weight over and above to be put in- 
to the Scale here; namely, that it was the 
Cuſtom of the Heathen to pay Divine Ho- 
nour to Kings and Emperors by drinking 
their Health; and that it is from them de- 
riy'd down to us. This was the Teſt by 
which * Pliny tells the Emperor Trajan he 
found out whether Men were Chriſtians, 
Viz. By trying whether they wou'd do 
him Honour before his Statue Thure & 
Vino, either of which None could be com- 
pelled to do who were truly Chriſtians ; 
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And the Manner of doing Honour by Wine! 
have already ſhewn to be drinking Some, 
and pouring the Reſt on the Table, or the 
Ground. * Sigiſmundus in his Account of 
Muſcovy, recites it as a Barbarous Cuſtom 
among the Old Mzſcovites and Ruſſians; 
That they drank Pro Sanitate Cæſaris, And 
fer the Safety and ** UN of others whom 
they knew to be placed in Poſts of Honour 
and Dignity : And they were ſo zealous in 
this, that among them No Man ought e- 
dare refuſe a Cup which was named to the 
Health of any of thoſe great Men. 

The Antient Heathen, ſays +4 Pitiſcus, uſed 
to arink jor the Health of the Emperor, and 
this we have {rom Dion Caſſius, wwho tells 
us that among other Honours Decreed to Au- 
guſtus by the Senate, This was one, That 
Men ſhould Drink for his Health in their En- 


tertaiuments. 
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* Incipiunt tandem bibere Pro Sanitate Caſar i. 
Ali crum deniq; Incolumitate quos videlicet in aliquo 
Dignitatis & Honoris Gradu conſti tutos eſſe exiſtimant: 
Illorum Nomine Quemquam recuſare Poculum non de- 
bere, nec etiam peſſe exiſtimant. See Stuck. Antiq 


Ccnv. jag. 358. 

T Bibere pro Salute Imperatoris ſolebant Veteres; In- 
dicat hec Dio Caſius, qui Augiſſto inter alios hunc qucq; 
honorem Decretum ait, ut pro Salute ipſius in. Convi- 
viis biberent. Lex Ant. Vol. 1. fag. 274. V here Quoti- 
tions are muliifly d to this Purpoſe. 
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To this conſtant and celebrated Heathen 

Cuſtom, we meet with frequent Alluſions 

in the Poets. As in Martial: 

Nunc mihi dic quis erit cui te Calatiſſe Deorum 
Sex jubeo Cyathos fundere? Cæſar crit. 

The Number of the Cups anſwering to 


the Six Letters in the Name Caeſar. 


And again + Ovid. | 
Et bene vos, bene tu Patriæ Optime Cæſar 

Dicite [uffuſo per ſacra Verba mero. 

And it appears from Horace that this 
was their ordinary Practice at their Meals, 


ee at Second Courſe. 


Hinc ad Vina redit lætus, & alteris 
Te menſis adhibet Deum. 

Te multa prece, te proſequitur mero 
Defuſo pateris, & laribus tuum 

Miſcet Numen. 

This drinking of the Emperor's Health, 
as we find by the Quotations, was for the 
moſt Part their way of making him a Deity, 
and paying him Divine Honours, i. e. in the 

eneral Practice of the Heathen , it was an 
Idolatrous Action; And if fo what ſhould 
hinder it from being ſo ſtill ? What ſnould 
make it of an Idolatrous Nature in an Hea- 
then, and not in a Chriſtian? If any one 


Lib. 9. Epig. 95. f Faſt. lib. 2. $Lib. 4. Ode 5. 
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Anſwers, That the Heathen drank an 
Health to the Emperor by way of doing 
Divine Honour, and in ſo doing ſuppoſed 
him a Deity; But I drink to the Health of 
my King by way of a Civil Honour, and 
at the ſame time know him to be only a 
Man. I anſwer that there are Three 
ſorts of Idolatry ; If One pays an Honour 
of a Purely civil Nature in it ſelt to a Meer 
Man; and yet performs it by way of Di- 
vine Honour or as to a Deity, tis Idola- 
try in Reſpect of the Per ſon who doth that 
Honour. If he pays what is in it ſelf a 
Religious Worſhip to a King or an Empe- 
ror, th6 not as to a Deity, it is ſo likewiſe 
in Reſpect of the Action. Laſtly, if he 
pays what is in it's own Nature a Keligious 
Worſhip, and not to the true Gop, then it is 
ſtrictly what the Schools call Formal Idola- 
try. What we are now diſcourſing of is to be 
referr'd to the Middle Kind; and therefore 
the Objection proceeds upon an intire Mi- 
fake of the Queſtion, which is not with 
| what Defign or Purpoſe of their Mind Men 
perform that Action of Drinking for the 
Health of a King or Emperor ; but whe- 


cher the Action it ſelf carry any thing in 
it more than a purely Civil Reſpect? Whe- 
ther it imply a Keligiovs Worſhip in any 
| 4 . 3 5 01 PISS Degree? 
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Degree? Or whether it hath the Semblance 
of a Divine Honour, paid eitner to the 
Perſon tor whole Health they Drink ; or to 
any Deity in their Behalf. 

Now that this doth in its Own Nature 
carry in it more than a Purely civil Reſpect, 
and bath at leaſt a Semblance of Divine Ho- 
| nour is undeniable; becauſe, as we have 

ſeen, the conſtant Practice of the Heathen 
World hath affixed this Notion to it; and 
ſtamped upon it ſuch a Mark of a Divine 
Honour as no Time can eraſe. So that 
tho a Man may, in his own Mind, Sepa- 
rate this Notion from Drinking to the 
Health of a King or an Emperor, yet will it 
outwardly ever carry that Implication with 
it in the Judgment of all who know it to 
have been the daily Cuſtom of Heather 
Worſhipers. This you will immediately 
ſee only by the naming ſome Other Inſtan- 
ces of Heathen Idolatry, which have Nat 
been retained among Chriſtians as this 
h Þ Hath; ſuch as Mens w_ Incenſe either 
nin their own Houſes, or before the Statue 
e ol the Emperor for his Health or Proſpe- 
- IK rity, or in Honour of him, as we find | 
Pliny the Heathen did; Or that of their 
Pouring out ſome of their Liquor upon the 
Ground or Table in their own Houſes, or 
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(86) 
at the Foot of the Altar for the ſame Pur- 
poſes Oc. Should a Man now perform 
any thing of this Nature in Honour of a 
King or Emperor, he who made the Grand 
Objection would call him an Heatheniſh 
Idolater; and all that I deſire is that the 
Objector would ſet his Head to work for 
any Reaſon for that Cenſure which will not 
equally hold againſt that of Drinking for 
their Health and Proſperity, this being but 
another way among the Heat hen of paying 
the Emperor More than a Civil Honour; or 
elſe of Offering up a Sacrifice to their Deities 
in his Behalf. 
That very Burning of Incenſe or Per- 
* fume which was part of the Heathen Wor- 
ſhip, Gop appointed an Inſtance of Divine 
Worſhip under the Law; Now tho that 
Di ee is aboliſhed, would it not be 
an Idolatrous A& in any Perſon now to do 
Honour to his Governour by Fumigation ? 
And for this Reaſon, becauſe it having been 
once the cuſtomary way of Divine Worſhip, 
it will ever ſo far retain that Character, that 
| K will be ever eſteemed Idolatry to per- 
ſorm it to a meer Man. Whether this be 


| allowed or no, yet ſurely it would have 


been Idolatry in any of the Jets to have 
performed it in Honour of King 3 
| "while 
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while living, tho' the Founder of their 
Temple. It fo, then let me ask whether 
now that Drinking in an honourable Remem- 
brance of CHRIST our KN is made an 
Inſtance of Divine Worſhip by the Goſpel, 
it hath not ſomething of a very Parallel 
Caſe to apply this to any worldly King or 
Emperor? "T's plain there is no other Di- 
ſparity in thoſe Action, but that one is 
performed to a Perſon abſent in Heaven, 
the other to a Perſon upon Earth. There 
is at leaſt a great Likeneſs in the Actions, 
and it fo, then conſider the Moral Import 
of that Text before quoted relating to the 
Perfume made for the Uſe of the Sanctua- 
ry, anda Type of our Euchariſtical Oblation, 
Exod. xxx. 38. Whoſoever ſhall make like 
unto that to ſmell thereto, ſhall even be cut 
off from his People. And here to Obwiate 
at once all Objections which may be made 
againſt the Application of this Text, I ſhall 
only ask this Queſtion. Why might not the 
Faithful and Loyal Subjects of King Solo- 
mon, who was ſo great a Benefattor to 


them, have done Honour to him, at leaſt 


while he was living, by ſmelling to a Per- 


fume in their own Houſes only of a LMS 


Compoſition with that appointed for the 


T0 
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To fave my Reader the Trouble of 4 
long Set of other Objections againſt this 
whole Diſcourſe, I muſt remind him here, 
that I leave out of the Queſtion all Honour 
and Obeyſance paid in the Preſence of a 
King or Emperor; and confine my ſelf in- 
tirely to ſuch Honours as are paid to them 
or their Statues in their Abſence only, by 
any outward Geſtures or bodily Actions, 
Such as Drinking Liquor ; or Fouring any 
Part of the Cup out upon the Ground, or 
Table; Burning s or Fuming ; Bow: 
ing the Body, or Kneeling, &c. The great 
Diſparity between all Honours of this Kind 
paid to Kings in their Preſence, and when 
they are Abſent, is already ſhewn in Cap. 
3. Inſomuch that it alters the whole Na- 
ture of thoſe Actions, and that which would 
be but a purely (Civil Reſpect to an Ap- 
pearing Angel, or to a King or Emperorin 
their Preſence, would be Idolatry when 
rformed to them in their Abſence ; becauſe 
this laſt by plain Implication allows them 
a ſort of Ubiquity or Omnipreſence ; or at 


leaſt ſuch a Degree of Omniſcience as to 


+ know all that is performed in Honour of 


them. 


If it be objected here likewiſe, as it was 
in the former Caſe of Drinking in * 
| TAnce 
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( 39 ) | 
brance of the Dead, that if this is a good 
Argument it proves more than it ſhould 
do, Viz. That Drinking an Health to any 
Man Abſent carries init ſome Implication or 
Semblance of an Idolatrous Action. Then J 
give the ſame Anſwer I did before, that! 
allow it to be a fair Conſequence; only with 
this Diſtinction, namely, that it doth not 
conclude with equal Force againſt Drink- 
ing Healthe to Abſent Friends, as it doth a- 
gainſt Drinking for the Health of Kings 
and Emperors, for theſe two plain Rea- 
ſons ; Becauſe the Heathen never perfor- 
med it by way of Divine Honour but to 
their Kings and Emperors, and to their 
other Deities : And becauſe, tho' Driak- 
ing for the Health of a private Perſon be 
Profane enough, and in it ſelf plainly im- 
plys a Sacrifice in their Behalf; yet this 
cannot have 10 great a Colour or Appear- 
ance of an Honour More than Gui, as 
when perform'd with that Solemaity and 
Awful Veneration which is cuſtomary to 
Crowned Heads, who are called Gogs in 
Scripture, and Children of the moſt High, i. 
e. inveſted with his Power by à more Ia 
mediate Grediion and Appoiniment. 

Now ſuppoſe that Drinking for the 
Health 2 Emperors were not 


made 


OF | - 
made out to be in it ſelf an Idclatrows Ad 
in the ſtri& Senſe of the Word, would nt 
you who are a Chriſtian avoid the conſtant 
daily Performance of that very Thing, 
which the Heathen did as conſtantly per. 
form by way of Idolatry? And for this 
Reaſon becauſe it carryeth with it at leaf 
an Appearance or Semblance of it, i. e. Be- 
cauſe it is like Idolatry ; fo very Like it 
that it requires ſome Thought to diſtin- . 
gniſh that Notion of it away. Eſpecially Nhe 
. fince you muſt ever own the outward Ad 
on to be the very ſame, and to the ſame Ne: 
Purpoſe of Health and Honour, and Pro- in 
ſperity to that Crowned Head for whom Ire 

ou Drink; and that you have no other Eva- II 
ſion but a Diſtinction in your own Mind, BP 
You ſuppoſe him. a Man, and yet pay him Wo 
that conſtant Tribute of what others did by I 
way of Divine Worſhip, and who ſuppoſed It 

( 
I 


their Emperors to be More than Men. 

It this of Drinking for the Health and 
Proſperity of Emperors and Kings had N 
been eſteemed no more than the paying Ii 
them a purely Civil Reſpect, it had never 
been ſo condemned by the Fathers aud 

Doctors of the Church; And particularly 
by Saint Ambroſe, who ſpeaketh not only 
againſt the Pre ct ice in his Time of Drink- 


e 


3 

ing for the Health of their Armies, Com- 
panions, Children, &c. But deſcribes 
Men calling to one another, Let us Drink 
for the Health of our Emperors. He who re- 
uſeth to drink for the Emperor, refuſeth to 


ray for him; for that Man can have no ſiu- 
cere 2 him who declines his Health. 


0 ſtrange Inſtance of a Devout and Religi- 


ws Complyance ! 
If this Father had liv'd in our Days, cou'd 
he have deſcrib'd the Modern Practice more 


- Exactly, or condemn'd it more Full), or 


expos d it more effeftually? Is it not grown 
into Matter of Obligation and Neceſſity, and 
reckon'd even in the Number of Religious 
Duties? Is it not practic d even in ſolemn 
Proceſſions on Horſeback, with Heads un- 
cover d, and Acclamatious of God bleſs the 
King as Men drink, and frequently upon 
the Knees? Is there any Safety to a Man's 
Character who condenins it even in this 
Extremity ? Is it not made a common Teft, 
and fo much the Only Teſt of Loyalty, that 
ita Perſon is truly Faithful and Loyal in 


n 


* Bibamus, inquĩunt, pro Salute Imperatorum, & qui 
non biberit fit reus in Devotione. And it follows, Vide. 
tur enim non amare Imperatorem qui pro eſus Salute 
non biberit. O pie Devotionis obſequium De Jielia 
Mun. cap. 17. 2 
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os ( 92 ) 
all other Reſpe&s ; hath the moſt Sincert 
Love and Veneration for his Prince, and x 
truly conſcientious Senſe of that Duty and 
Obedience he owes him from the Expreſs 
Laws of Gop; yet if he omit this Grand 
Iniportant Inſtance, does not all the reſt go 
for nothing ? And is there any declining of 
it without being revil'd and exclaim'd a- 
gainſt, and repreſented as a Perſon Diſloy- | 
al and Diſaffected to the King and Govern. | 
ment ? It was by way of obviating ſuch ! 
groundleſs Accuſations as theſe that * Ter. 
tallian oblerves how Chriftians were repre- 
ſented as profeſſed Enemies of the State, be- 
cauſe they would not comply in paying En. 
perort ſuch expreſs Honours as were Vain or 
Empty, Dif or Flattering, Raſb or 
Unbecoming, On the other Hand, if a Per. 
fon hath a Heart full of clandeſtine Malice 
and Diſtoyaity, ready to burſt with Indig, 
nation and Faction againſt his King or his 
Oncen ; ever impatient to give it Vent in 
Groundleſs Calumny, Inſinuations 
ga againſt their Perſons and Government, and 
plauſible Mzſrepreſentations of their Con- 
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( 93 ) | 
duct and Prudence, to alienate the Hearts 
of their Subjects and ſully the Glories f 
their Reign; He ſhall however eftetually WW 
conceal it all under the habitual Diſguiſe Wl 
of Here is Her or His Majeſty's Health. WW 
Wrapt up in this inchanted Cloak of their il 
Maliciouſneſs, in St. Paul's Language upon 
this 2 Subject, they walk about ſecure 
and undiſcern d; miſſing no 2 of WW 
ſpitting the Poiſon that is under their Lips 
upon thoſe they find diſpos'd to catch tha 
Infection. O pis Devotions n 
O prepoſterous Act of Devotion, and ima- 
ginary Piety | O Abſurd Expreſſion of Loy- 
alty, monſtrous in Chriſtianity, and with- 
out any Senſe or Meaning in Religion r 
Reaſon! which is in Truth no other than 
ſporting with that which is Matter of %“ 
ow indiſpenſible Duty; and making light 
of 2 Thing fo 1 for 2 Bleſ- 
ſmg, and Long Life, and Proſperity ta ou - I 
Glorious King. BE 
Ti but of late that this Cuſtom is come: 
to ſuch 2 Height in theſe Nations; and tat 
all Senſe of the Ungodlineſs of this Pra- 
age ga ten dns Tied Teras 
the Id. 8 Proclametion was iſſued out po- 
remptarily forbidding this Tn 1 
er * ©. | W F 
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which are theſe expreſs Words. There are 
vba another Sort of Men of whom we 
have heard much, and are ſufficiently aſba- 
med, who ſpend their Time in Taverns, &c. 
giving no other Evidence of their Affection 
to us but in DIN XING OUR HEALTH, and 
Irveig hing againſt all others who are not of 
| the ſame laue Temper. And this ve 
| Cuſtom ofdrinking Healths, and the King's 
in particular, is, in the ſame Paragraph 
Stil'd LiczNTIOUSNESS, PROFAN ESS, and 
| IMprtETY. This ſhews what the Senſe of 
| the King and his Council, of the Biſhops, 
and of all ſober and religious People was 
at that Time concerning drinking of 
Healths. And it farther appears from that 
Proclamation that this Practice of Healths, 
and of the King's in particular, prevail'd only 
among ſuch as ſpent their Time in Taverns, 
Tiplimg-Houſes, and Debauches, which are 
the very Words of the Proclamation : But 
now alas! who can tell where it has not 
nes without a Reproach to too many 
Members of the beſt conſtituted Church in 
the World e And now from the immedi- 
ate Mention of this Unnatural Reſtraint, 


and Irreligious Compulſion among Chriſti- 
ans tothe Drinking of Healths, how ſhall 
If Javoid that famous Inſtance of an Heathen 
= 6041377 8 King 


1920 
King Abaſuerus or Artaxerxes? Eſth. 1. 8. 


Who, tho he reign'd from India to ÆAthio- i 
pia, was ſo far from requiring any Honour 


to be done to him by Drinking, that he 


Eſtabliſhed it by a Law That none ſbou d 


compel : For ſo the King had appointed to | 
all the Officers of his Houſe that they ſhou'd 


do according to every Man's Pleaſure. Up- 


on which hear the learned Amama, 4 
very excellent Law indeed] which in my WM 
3 adds more to the Character of this Wl 

ing, than all the other Accounts we have 
of his Power and Grandure. I fear this 
Heathen will, in the laſt Day, riſe up in 
e againſt many Chriſtians ; who, iſ 


or a ſpecious Pretence of compelling others 
to Drinking, have introduced that moſt per- 
nicious Cuſtom of offering up Prayers with 
SACRIFICE for the Health of Kings and 
Princes. And a little after he pronounces 
theſe Healths to be f Mera Diaboli Illicia, 
Meer Snares of the Devil. If there were 


— — — * 


E 
hunc Regem quam cætera quæ de ejus potentia.narran,_ 
tur omnia. Vereor ne hic Ethnicw in Dei illo decreto 


ia profecto Lex ! Quæ magis mihi commenda, 


rio Chriſtianos quam plurimos condemnet : Qui, ut ſpe, 
cioſioriĩ prætextu alios ad bibendum cogerent, pernicio, 


lſimam ſaluti Regum & Principum LiTaxvi conſue i 


tudinem invexere. 
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| Occaſion I cou'd add the Example of 4- 
| Pefilas,; who is to this Day upon Record 


| 
N 
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for the ſame Noble Law. As allo that of 
Empedocles who was Condemn'd in a So- 


Jemn Heathen Judicature, and tranſmitted 
-: to. Poſterity 
the contrary Practice. | 
No can we without bluſhing think up- 
on the Univerſal daily Practice among 
Chtiſtians of the p 
Earth, nay of all Ranks and Degrees, not 


with a Mark of Infamy for 


pureſt Communion upon 


only of the Licentious, the Profane, and 
the Impiows, as they ate deſcrib d in the 
above Proclamation ; but of the Grave, 


the Sober, and the Religious. Here is 


Gov bleſs the Here is Health and 


Proſperity tow Here is loag Life to 
— re is it? Not in the Liquor; 


| there is no Promiſe ofthis from Gov, that 


my ſwallowing a Glaſs of Wine ſhou d be 
for a Bleſſing, or Health, or Proſperity, or 
Long Life to my King. Not in the Heart; 
for it is not Once in Five hundred Times 


| that ever this Prayer comes from thence; 

| che emen Ereule 

vo Prayer, nothing but to ſhew their Loy- 

Tate a Cup of Liquo 
- for a Bling upon Him from whom many 
EINE: AJ | 


e being that Men mean 


is that, to ſubſti- 
ſtead of a Prayet 


222 


Bleſſings 
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Bleſſing i deſcend upon all the Subjects, as the 
Ointment pour'd upon Aaron's Head went 
down to the Skirts of his Garments? Is 
this of ſo little Conſequence as to be thus 
trifled with 2 And ſuppoſe the Heart and 
Lip went together; By whoſe Command 
or Inſtitution, as one {peaks upon this Sub- 
jet, do you Joyn your Liquor to them ? 
Which is in it ſelf either a Dedication of it 


to Gop for a Bleſſing on your Governour, 


and that is the Height of .Profanene(ſs; or a 
Libation in Honour of him, and then it is 
2 Remain of Heathen Idolatry. And if 
there were nothing of this in it, what all 
we ſay of that ſtrange Overſight and want 
of Confederation which has led all People 
thr the Nation into ſuch an habitual Pra- 
&ice of taking the holy Name of Go In 
Vain over Cups and Glaſſes; Eæpruſiy for 
the moſt part, but otherwiſe ever Hapli- 
Qin we now ſufficiently admire. the Re 
turn given by the great Lord Bacon to 
luch as preſs d him to Drink this Health; 
namely, That he wou'd Drinꝶ for his own 
Health, and Pray for the King's. He 
was ſure they might both be gabd ſepa- 
fately, and had but too much Reaſon to 
think that both were bad when ſo :joyn'd 
of N together ; 
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together; and therefore inſtead of being 


the Motive or Occaſion of a Bleſſing upon 


either himſelf or his Prince, they might 
be rather prejudicial to both. We know 
that the Fervent Prayer of a Rig hteous 
Man tor Bleſſing and Health to the King 
Awaileth much; But Drinking for him has 
no more real Efte& than Leaping over a 
Stick, or ſtanding CG | 
Ifany one ſhall make an ill Uſe of what 

hath been ſaid under this Head, and de- 
cline Drinking his Majeſty's Health upon 
any other Principle than that of the un- 
lawtul, or miſchievous Nature of it; Or 
ſhall turn even the Unlawfulneſs and evil 
Conſequences of it to Ends of Diſloyalty 
and Faction, let his Guilt be all upon 
his own Head; Since I now declare my 
utmoſt: Deteſtation and Abhorrence of all 
ſuch Principles and Practicec, which, un- 


der a ſpecious Pretence of Conſcience, are 


no other than what Solomon comprehends 
under that Expreſſion of Curſing the King 
in Mens Thoughts. I addreſs my ſelf only 
to thoſe who have a ſincere and unfeigned 
Loyalty to their King, I mean King George, 
whom Gop hath firſt placed upon the 
 Fhrone, and afterwards preſerved him in 
it by a Series of remarkable a 
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ſuch as have marked him out to us by ſure 
Signs and Tokens of his being Gop's Anoin- 
ted, and call for our Submiſſion and Obe- 
dience as indiſpenſably as if he had been 
Ordained by a Viſible Unction. I Addreſs 
my ſelf only to ſuch who have learned that 
The Powers that BE are of God, and know 
that this is the fixed and ſtanding Rule for 
Private Conſcience; and not any ſuch Intri- 
cacies in Point of Title, of which the Gene- 
rality of Mankind are no Judges. To ſuch 
whoſe Loyalty is not founded either upon 
their Own Intereſt, or that of a Party, 
which muſt naturally run Men into Vain, 
Officious, Noiſy Ways of ſhewing it: But 
upon thoſe Plain, Expreſs, Repeated Pre- 
cepts of ' Scripture, requiring Obedience 
and Submiſſion to Governours; and there- 
tore are not Aſhamed nor Afraid of any gla- 
ring Inconſiſtency with themſelves inurging 


that Submiſſion and Obedience from thoſe 


Precepts, eſpecially in Times of Faction 


and actual Rebellion; but do firmly adhere 


to them in an Age when it {hall become 
faſhionable to make Loud and Clamorous 
Profeſſions of Loyalty, but at the ſame time 
upon all Occaſions to Preachup and Propa- 


gate the Doctrine of Reſiſtance. And in ſhort, 


to ſuch who by no Proſpect of either Inte- 
ref 


(100) 
reſt, or is uo can be drawn into the Scheme; 
and Meaſures of Men who are never for Di- 
viding tughtly between Gop and Cz{ar, 
but _— Act the very Keverſe of our Sa- 
viovn's Rule, by running perpetually into 
an Extreme on one Side, or the Other. As it 
is like to ſerve the Ends of their own private 
Intereſt or Ambition, their Zeal glows and 
burns for Religion, Liberty and Property, 
and they are then entirely bent upon G:vins 
unto Gop the Things that are Cæſar's: Or 
elſe thro a feigned Exceſs of Loyalty they 
are for Giving to Cæſar the Things that ave 
Gop's; at One Time they are for yielding 
NorTHixs to Cæſar, and at Another for gi- 
ving him ALL. 

When Men are preſſed to do Honcur to 
their King by — ring or to Drink for his 
Health, or thus to ſhew their Loyalty; Is 
it not a reaſonable Anſwer? That this is 
no Teſt or Tryal of what is in the Heart; 
for -that Men who are -inwardly tainted 
with Faction and Sedition, may do the 
ſame, and that too many ſuch have often 
done it. That they chule to forbear it be- 

cauſe their moſt exalted Act of Worſhip is 
by drinking in Honour of hin who is their 
King, Prieſt, and Prophet. Becauſe it 
was Death by an Expreſs Law of Gop - 

| tne 
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1 
the Jer even to ſmell to a Perfume in 
their own Houſes, Like only to that ap- 
pointed tor the Uſe of the Sanctuary, tho 
in Honour of the greateſt of their Kings; 
0 Þ but that our Euchariſt is more Holy than 
it that Perfume which was only a Type of it. 
e Þ Becauſe drinking the Emperor's Health 
d Þ was the Heathen way of doing him Divine Wl 
„Honour; And becauſe all thoſe Ways of do- 
ung their Crods, and Heroes, and Governours Wl 
r | Honour, by either Drinking Liquor or 
y Þ Pouring ſome of it out, ſeem plainly to be 
e Þ utterly aboliſhed by the Inſtitution of our 
2 | moſt Holy Sacrament. For which Reaſons, I 
i- | and many more drawn from the evil Con- 
ſequences of that Practice, they eſteem it 
to belt to Pray for their King without Drin- 
1s king, while others Mingle their Prayers 
Is Þ with their Drink; and to leave it to un- 
is prejudiced Perſons to judge which of the 
t; ¶ two are likelieſt to prevail with Gop tor 
2d Þ Bleflings on his Royal Head. 
he Thoſe who have a true Love and Ha- 
en Þ zowr for their KING, and have a real Con- 
e- | tery at the Heart for the Wiſdom of his 
is Conduct, and the Succeſs of all publick At- 
ir fairs which depend upon him, will conſider 
it Þ That as the ſureſt Indication of their Loy- 
alty which they are ſure can reflect no 
| Diſhonour 


| C 20% J 
Dithonourupon him By whom Kings Reign. 
The Offering up Szpplications and Prayer; 
| forthe King, andall in Authority, we are 
| told is Good and acceptable in the Sight of 
| God our Saviour, If Men have this at the 
Heart, and practice it duly in their publick 
and private Devotions, every Mention of 
a Bleſſing upon the King will become a real 


Ejaculation, and they will by no Importu- 


an Abomination by turning it into a Draught 
of Liquor; Whereas that Zeal which vents 
it ſelt with the faireſt Shew over Cups and 
Glaſſes is the apteſt to grow cool and lan- 
guid when it ſhou'd glow with greateſt 
Fervour and Warmth. This of offering up 
Prayers and Supplications for the King and 
all in Authority, is a way of mixing our 
ſelves with the higheſt Affairs of State 
much more effectual than that of drinking 
Healths, well Pleaſmg to Gop, and no 
way Offenſive to Man: Inſomuch that a 
Priwate ſincere Chriſtian may, by conſtant 
and devout Prayer for the King, contribute 
more towards influencing the publick At- 
fairs of the Nation, than is poſſtble for the 
greateſt Politician by Arguing, and Voting, 
and Drinking without it. Nor is this a No- 
tional or Alſtracted Thought, but a great 
a 


nd 


nity run a Hazard of making their Prayer 


| 
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and Divine Truth, founded upon Scrip- 
ture which tells us, The King's Heart is in 
the Hand of the Lord; as the kivers of Wa- 
ter he turneth it whitherſoever he will. He 
Sways the Counſels of Princes, and gives 
the Courſe of publick Affairs a Turn into 
what Channel he pleaſes; ſo that by Prayer 
wegodirectly tothe Fountain Head ; whilſt 
others, who inthe Eye of theWorld ſeem by 


their 9 0 Stations to have the ſole Conduct 


and Diſpoſal of Events, are working and 
toiling in vain to divert the Stream and car- 
ry it their own Way, at a great Diſtance be- 
low. 


un. Vi 


AE what hath appeared concerning 
L the Unlawfulneſs of an Health in all 
the Acceptations wherein it may be drank, 
lam aware of an Objection which may be 
ſtarted here from what we commonly call 
the Grace Cup; and that it may be ſaid 
here, that if Healths are unlawful, the 
Grace-Cup is unlawful; but this latter 
has been always Approved of, and in fre- 
2 Uſe among Perſons of Religion and 

earning. I Anſwer, that drinking of 


Healths hath on the contrary been Con- 
| demned 


Sho, : 
demmed and declined by many Perſons of 
Religion and Learning, and that this is a 
ſtrong Preſumption at leaſt that this 
Crace-Cup is Lawful, and that Healths are 
not ſo. The common Latin Name Pocu- 
lum Charitatis, hath drawn thoſe into a 
miſtaken Notion of the Nature and 
Deſign of it; who underſtand it to be tie 
naming of a Glaſs by way of Wiſhing, or 
Defiring or Praying tor Love and Charity 
among Chriſtians ; This is a groſs Con- 

ception of it, and may be liable to the 
Ill ſame Objection with an Health : Ti; 
praying by Drinking, and differs little from 
the naming the Health and Proſperity of a 
Perſon over 4 Glaſs and then drinking it Þ} 
off. The true Nature and Original Intent 1 
| of it is better expreſ'd by the Word Tr 
prov Yoo ih the Greek, or the English 
race - Cup, or Cup of Thanks, i. e. a Cup 
ulually drank immediately either before 
or after the Tbanbſai ving at Meals, or 
| faying, of Grace in our Engliſh Phraſe; 
lf which was generally the concluding Cup 
among many Chriſtians „the Modetn Cu- 
|| 5 of falling to a Set Courſe of drin- 
61 * e Meals being abhorred 
by them. This took its Name and Riſe 
from the rf 555 or Cg of Thinkſgiving 


among 
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among the Fews, in Uſe as well at 
their Ordinary Meals, as Solemn Feaſts ; and 
commonly drank with this Form, Bleſſed 
e thou our Lord God, King of the World, 
Creator of the Fruit of the Vine; Which Cu- 
ſtom, as appears from a Paſſage quoted 
by Dr. * Lightfoot from: the Gemara, the 
Jews ſuppoſe to be as Old as Abraham, 


It is to this Cup that Commentators think 


the Alluſion is made in Pſalm cxy1. 13. 
I will take the Cup of Salvation, and call 
upon the Name of the Lord. Kimbi Com- 
ments upon the Text thus according to the 
current Senſe of the Jews, When I Ban- 
x7 with Plenty and Chearfulneſs I will 
hold out a ſull Cup of Wine in the 1 9 
of all the Company, and return Thanks to 
God for this Bleſſing which he hath vouch= 
ſafed me. And f Vatablus thus, I will lift 
4 the Cup before all, and drink it with 
hearfulneſs, and by way of acknowledging 
before all the Gueſts that my Deliverance 
comes from God, Grotius obſerves it was 
the Cuſtom for the Maſter of tlie Family 
to take this Cup Y of Deliverances 


w FR - "" 4 —_ 
oy" _— 


— 


, Lightfoot's Works, Vol. I. | p. 966, 1 
+ Coram omnibus hilariter bibam, attollendo Calicem, 
quo ſignificem Conyivis me Dei ope ſeryatum. In Loc. 


O and 


6106) | 
and to begin the Ceremony ; And that it 
was the ſame with the n py or Cup of 
Thankſgiving of antient Date among the 
Fews. And Caſtalio ſays that the Drink 
ing this Cup was performed religiouſly by 

Way of Euchariſizcal Sacrifice. 
Ihhat this Cup of Praiſe or Thanks after 
Meals was derived from the Fewws to the 
Greeks and Romans, ſeems probable from 
the Names they gave it, Viz. The Cup 
Aya Taipovos, S Boni Genii, the Cup of 
the Goop, 'D-ity, by way of Excellence, 
and Diſtinction from all their other Dei- 
ties; by which it was in a Manner reftrai. 
ned to the True, but to them the Unknown 
God, Of this Cup among the Heathen 
*Stuckims gives us a particular Account 
from Theophraſtus, They drinking a littl 
of ſome generous Wine, which was diſtn- 
buted at their Meal, and commonly call d an 
Health to the good Deity, do thereby call t 
Mind how great the Power of that God i, 
and how great a Gift is the Fruit of tht 
Vine. And fo again from + Philochorus, |! 
was a received Cuſtom, that after Meal 
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Vini meraci, quod in Cena datur, quod quiden 
Boni Dæmonis Propinationem appellant, parum degu- 
ſtante in memoriam revocant quanta ipſius Dei fit vis 
quantum; hog illius fit donum. lib. 3. p. 409. { 
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ſome pure and generous Wine ſhould be filled 
about to all, by way of Indication or Ac- 
7 Þ bnowledgment of the Power of the Good 
be Deity. The ſame learned Man afterwards 
obſerves that this Cup was retain'd, and 
in Uſe among Chriſtians ; but under ſeve- 

ral Denominations, ſuch as Sancti Johannis 
er Bene dictio, Dei Benedictio, &c. as that of 
the Grace-Cup hath prevailed among us 
from the Word Gratias in Latin. | 
7 If it is objected here, that as Chriftians 
” Þ uſed the Grace-Cup cuſtomary among the 
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: Heathen, laying aide the Abuſes of it; 1 
1. why may not we retain drinking of 
* Healths leaving out their Abuſes of them? | 


The Anſwer is obvious, That there was 
but One way of Ling the Action of Drin- 


1 king to a Good and a Laudalle Purpoſe in 
common Meals, and if they had never ap- 
„ ply'd that Thank ſaiving to any but the 
an 


true Gop, the Action had been as com- 
mendable among them as it was among 
the Jews : But that there are Many ways 
of Abuſing and Mi ſapplying that Action of 
Drinking, and thoſe were what go among 


en I + Confnetudine fuit receptum ut poſt Cibos Vinum 
gu. meracum omnibus offerretur. — ceu Je7ywa Th; 
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us by the Name of Healths;- ſuch az 
drinking for Health, Proſperity, Succeſs, 
Good Luck, Good Fortune in every Thing, 
c. By way of worſhiping a great Variety 
of Falſe Gods; Doing Honour to their 
Abſent Friends, and celebrating the Me. 

mor) of their departed Heroes; and to 
many other Idolatrous, Profane, and La- 
ſcivious Purpoſes ; in moſt of which they It. 
are now daily imitated by Chriſtians ; and 
is it not now a pleaſant Queſtion to ask Þþ of 
why we may not retain the Cuſtom of Þ tt 
Healths without the Abuſes of them? Þ gi 
When thoſe Healths themſelves are the 
very! Abuſes of Drinking to be laid aſide. 
Again if it is objected, That the ſame 
Argument holds againſt the Grace-Cup 
which is uſed againſt all drinking of Healths, 
namely, That it hath ſome Semblance of 
the Euchariſtical Drinking, and therefore 
muſt be in ſome Degree a Profanation of 
it. The Anſwer is ſnort and plain, namely, 
That the very Thanks imply'd in it, which 
gives it a Semblance of the Sacramental 
Drinking, being ſoly and intirely apply d to 
Gop, makes it ſeem not only a Laof{l, 
but a Commendable Action; ſince that which 
makes all Manner of Healths Unlawful 
and Profane is, that it is otherwiſe ap- 


plyd 
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s ply'd. The Evil of Healths and the Pro- 
„ janation conſiſts in this, that by them we 
b apply that to Man which ſhould be ap- 
y Þ plydonly to Gop; or at leaſt ſomething 
ir Þ Like what is Part of our Divine Worſhip, 
'= © Whereas in the Grace-Cup the utmoſt can 
obe (aid is, that we apply to Gop that 
which hath a Semblance of what we apply 
y Þ to him in the Sacrament. 
d If you urge farther that drinking by way 
k Þ of Thankſgiving was Inſtituted Only for 
of the Euchariſt. Tis granted that Thankſ- 
2 giving for the Death and Paſſion of Chriſt, 
y Drinking in a grateful and honourable 
e. Remembrance of him who ſuffer d for us, 
e and is now abſent in Heaven, and that by 
ip Þ way of Oblation and Euchariſtical Sacri- 
„ fte is Inſtituted only for the Sacrament of ³⁶ä 
of ¶ cke Lord's-Supper ; and it would be a Pro- 
re Þfanation of that Holy Office to perform this 
of at our common Meals. But that a Cup 
y, For Glaſs after Meals by way of Acknow- 
ch ledgment of the Divine Bounty from 
al Nwhence we are fed, hath ſo much only of 
ta the Euchariſtical Thankſgiving as may ren- 
1, der it a good Action, but nothing which 
ch {tends to the leſſening or diſhonouring of 
ul Nit, as you have ſeen tis the Opinion of good 
p- and learned Men, that Healths do. - 1 
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Ik it is ſaid, That this was the very Cup 
Conſecrated into theSacrament of the Lord's 
Supper in the Cloſe of the Paſſover, and 
therefore ſeems to be thereby entirely abo- 
lihed. I Anſwer that its being exalted into 
aSacrament by CHRIST, doth not aboliſh 
any inferiour N or Uſes of that Acti- 
on, which were Good and Religious in them- 
ſelves; tho it plainly doth excludeall pure- 
ly common and civil Uſes of it, as it ren- 
ders all Abuſes of it to Evil Purpoſes yet 
more wicked and profane. So that tho 
this be a good Reaſon why it ſhould not 
be uſed in that exalted Manner but Sacra- 
mentally, and by way of Offering and Obla- 
tion; yet it ſeems not to preclude the Ap- 
lication of that Action to Inferiour Purpo- 
fog ſo they be Good and Religious. Then 
you will ſay, why may we not drink by 
way of Thanks to Gop at Meals for any 
other Mercies as well as by way of Ac- 
knowledging his Bounty in 'Supplies for 
our Hunger and Thirſt? Becauſe the Time 
more immediately calls for it, the very 
Nature of the Action of Drinking ſeems 
to require an Acknowledgment of that 
kind; and then it is moſt Apt and Sea ſona- 
ble, when we are plentifully - fed and 
ought to have a Quicker Senſe of the Di- 
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vine Bounty, to cloſe our Meals with ſuch 
a Cup as may be in the Words of Philo- 
chorus AzeType Th; Twdpcug'ts dy las, An 


outward Sign or Indication of the Power of 


the Good God. Not but that if Men drank 
purely by way of acknowledging the Good- 
neſs aud Mercies of Gop to them in other 
Inſtances, can there be ſo nnch ill in it as 
when there is a Direct or Indirect Applicati- 
onof that Action to Man, which wouldgive 
ita Taint of Profanation or Idolatry ; And 
it is plain the Antient Jets performed this 
for any Mercies or Deliverances. But 
now Chriſtians perverſly leave out all Im- 
plication of Thanks or Praiſe to Gop in 
their great Variety of Healths, and deſign 
them wholly as an Honour to be paid 


to Man And ſure there is as great a Dif- 


terence between theſe two as between 
drinking to tbe Glory of God, and drink- 
ing to the Diſhonouring of him. 

As this was never call'd by the Name 
of an Health, ſo neither has it any Thing 
at all befide the Act of Drinking, ot the 
Nature of one. In This we drink for our 
Own Health only, and not for the Health 


and Proſperity of Another Perſon or Affair. 
It implies nothing more than Thankſgi- 
ving directly to Gop, and for that very | 
| | g Liquor. 
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Liquor we drink, and by way of Ac- 
knowledgment of that Plenty we then re- 
ceive: An Health is by way of Inter- 
ceſſion, which is often expreſs'd, or other- 
wiſe implied; and everincludes ſome third 
Perſon or Affair, 2c. to whom the Cup 
is nam'd for that Purpoſe. In this conſiſts 
much of the evil Nature of it, and makes 
it widely differ not only from the Grace- 
Cup; but from all other cuſtomary Ways 
of 1 Love and Charity, Reſpect 
and Civility by drinking to one another; 
all which have not in them the leaſt Sem- 
blance of Libation; Offering up Liquor in 
Behalf either of our ſelves, or others; of 
Interceſſion, or the Profanation of an holy 
Office, either by joyning Drink to our Pray- 
er; or a light and habitual taking the holy 
Name of Gop in vain. All which beſides 
the other Evils I have already mentioned, 
are contained in Healths. ; 
Jou will ſay it is ſtill joyning Drink and 
Thankſgiving. Yes, but no otherwiſe than 
| as all good Chriſtians. do every Day of 
their Lives, who ſay Grace over all their 
| Meat and Drink; and perhaps over every 
ſingle Glaſs they drink between Meals. 
But if they ſnou'd Separate any Part ol 
their Meat or Drink, and fay Grace __ 
Cairne | f 
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It for any one's Health but thoſe who eat 


and drink it, you wou'd fay this were a 
very Graceleſs Thing, without ſtaying to 
conſider that this is ſo parallel to the Caſe 
of a Health, that it is the ſame Thing in 
other Words. | 

Still you ſcruple ſome Semblance of the 
Euchariſt in the Grace-Cup; But what Si- 


| militude or Keſemblance of it is there in that 


Particular which makes it Sacramental, 
namely the Drinking in an Honourable and 


grateful Remembrance of a Divine Perſon 


departed this World, and now abſent front 
# in Heaven? But you will fay it ſeems 
to be a Prayer by Drinking, or Joining 
Drink and Prayer. I Anſwer it only Seems 
to be ſo, and to them Oy who intirely 
Miſtake the Nature and Intent of it among 
Chriſtians; for it is not a Cup offer d up 
by way of Prayer, or Interceſſion, or Thank fa 
giving which thould make it in any Degree 
partake of the Nature of an Oblation, or Sa- 
ice. No, 'tis only a Cup more Parti- 
early than any of the reſt which are drank, 
apply'd to the Acknowledgment of the Di- 
vine Bounty; and includes in it no more of 
Praying By Drinking, than the Saying 
Grace over our Meat and Drink; and 'tis 
probable if got the Name of the Grace- 
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and Drink all Manner of Cups but that 
One only which hath been eſteemed both 
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Cup only from being drank after ſaying 
Grace, or Giving of Thanks. 
It you ask why is not every Cup we 


drink a Grace-Cup ? I Anſwer, for no o- ſl 


ther Reaſon but becauſe they are not all 
drank immediately after ſaying Grace or 
the Prayer of Thankſgiving. Becauſe Eve. 
ry. Cup is not the Laſt and Concluding 
Cup, and therefore is not drank with 
that Mark of Diſtinction which the laſ 
uſed to be: For 'tis natural for Thankful i 
Hearts to expreſs their Acknowledgments 
to him who is Creator of the Vine, and all 
the Produce of the Earth when they cloſe i 
their Meal. ILallow this ſuppoſes a De- 
vout "Temper, and Holy Diſpoſition of 


Mind; and is utterly inconſiſtent with that Ni- 


conſtant Cuſtom of moſt plentiful Tables 
in our Time, where Men money Begin 
their drinking where they ſhou'd Coxcludz, 


innocent and commendable. | 

What is here ſaid in ſhort, if well con- 
ſider'd, will take off all Scruples in Re. 
ſpect of what we call the Grace-C up, and 
raiſe Them much higher in Reſpect of all 
Manner of Healths. However thoſe wb 
think that any of the Reaſons offeri 
9 © again 


. 
zgainſt drinking of Health do conclude 
with Equal Force againſt this which is No 

ealth, I think they wou'd do well to de- 
cline it. Only I wou'd mind all ſuch who 
ſorbear this Cup (which muſt be allow'd . 
o be more innocent at leaſt, and leſs cul- 
pable than any of the other common Forms 
g Noſ Drinking) and yet perſiſt in the Practice 
of drinking other Healths, againſt which 
he Reaſons I have offered do hold more 
ſtrongly, that they are guilty of ſuch an In- 
1 5 as they can never excuſe to God, 
or their own Conſciences. Tis certain 
there lies no Obligation upon theni to the 
ractice of it, any other than what may be 
of {interred from the General Duty ot Thanbſ- 
hat giving; and from the obvious Reaſon of the 
hing it ſelf; there being no Thought 
more apt to ariſe in the Mind of a good 
Man than the Seaſonableneſs of concluding 
Meals by ſome Act of Acknowledgment 
rom whom he receives them. This you 
lay is done by the Prayer of Thankſgi- 
pn. ring; True, tis then you Pray, and you 
de. (only Drink as an Act of Acknowledging 
nd that the Plenty you give Thanks for, and 
al pil you eat and drink comes as ſurely fron 
o od, as if it were after the Manner of St. 
ro eter's Viſion, let down to you in a Sheet 


4 ( 110.) 
or Table-cloath immediately from Hes. 
Vell. 77 ra W 

I bis, as I ſaid, requires in People a true 
Chriſtiau Spirit, a holy Diſpoſition of Mind, 

and Hearts habitually devout, and deeply 

affected with 4 conſtant Senſe of their De. 

pendence upon Gon for their Food and S. 

ſtinence : It is no way conſiſtent with any 
Exceſs or Intemperance, Gluttony or Druz- 

kenneſs, Lewaneſs or Dehauchery; And 
this is the very Reaſon which ſhou'd mol! 
effectually recommend it. Sure I am, if 
all that Variety of Cuſtomam Healths were 
utterly Diſus'd, and the Erace-Cup ſwhjii 
tuted inſtead of them, we ſhouꝰ d then lee 

a Face of Religion and Sobriety in the 

World. I. the rather take Notice of thi 

here, becauſe the learned Munſter repre- 

ſents the original Deſign of this Cp to be 
the preventing all thoſe; indecent, unbe- 
coming, and ſinful Forms of Drinking, whic 

Men are apt to run into over their Liquor. 

Upon a lang Quotation to; this Purpoſe, be 

| niakes this Obſervation; You ſee, Reade, 
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Vides Lector, quomodo Veteres per Calicem bene- 
diftionis vitarint multiloquia, & ¶currilitatem que aki 
lolent inter potandum, inſtitueptes citum quęndam bi 
be ndi religiof im qui eos arceret a  Intempgrantha vin 
& verbo rum. In Matth. XX VI. 17 
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how the Antients 


unſeemly Diſcourſe which generally ariſes 
„from fiiting to the Drink; Thus SN 
ly WW fuch a religious Ceremony in Drinking, as 
e- ould effectually prevent all Intemperance 
Lin Wine, and undecent Exceſs of Converfa- 
noa among them. 

And ſo again + Stuckius ſpeaking of this 
Cup which went by the Name of Sancti 
Mt WW Fobannis Benedictio, and Dei Benedictio, 
i MW declares his Opinion, That it is not to he 
re condemned, tho it be now: a-Days, fays he, 
i- Auſed to the vileſt Purpoſes. i. e. Turned 
ee into a great Variety of Healths as he ex- 


he plains himſelf; in ſpeaking of which, and- 


is particularly of the Cuſtom of drinking them 
e. after Meals, he hath this remarkable Say- 
be ing, *Theſe Mozftrous Healths are not from 
e. K. John, or from the 
ch b are drauk at the Hnpulſe and Inſtigu- 
or. Wy tian of the Newil and his Imi: Non do they 
a, 22 f 2 1 : b {+ | = SAI oe + 
u O atio videtur ee 1 raban 4 
e dar nus hodie 185 eſt Azufus 5 
ne Immanes illæ Propinationes non Sancti Fobawmnis, 
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by this Cup of Thanks, or | 
Grace-Cup, avoided all that ſcurrilous and 
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tend to the promoting of Love and Charity, 

but of Hatred and Enmity.between God and 
1 


I have thus conſider'd the Nature of an 
Health as it is in It ſelf, and put it into the 
beſt Light I could for the Shortneſs of the 
Time, and the little I cau'd meet with on 
this Subject. I ſpeak for my ſelf, that 1 
am thoroughly perſuaded that  Healths in 
every Notion and Acceptation of them 


have ſomething in their own Nature that 


is Evil: I leave all others to be convinced 
in Proportion to the Weight of thoſe Ar- 
guments, and great Authorities I have pro- 
duced; and by what their own Minds al 


farther ſuggeſt to them on this Subject. 
I know not whether it is poſſible to ſpeak 


to any Matter of Conſcience with ſuch 
Strength and Perſpicuity as ſhall leave no 
Room for any, Thing to be ſaid againſt 
it; and therefore nothing can be more 


weak and frivolous than the Inference up- 


on which the Generality build, namely, 
that whenever they can raiſe an Objection 
againſt any Truth that is maintain'd, that 
Minute all the Arguments for it muſt 
immediately fall. to the Ground; Thus 


much I may ſpeak with | Aſſurance, that 


the Reaſons I have offer d for the Lula w- 
Barr . fulneſs 
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will be producd in Fuſtification of 
them; And this ought to be as convin- 
cing as the Evidence of Senſe, or Ma- 
thematical Demonſiration in ſuch Things 
as will admit of them. That Side on 
which there is the faireſt Probability is to 
determine our Judgment and our Choice, 
and is to be the Rule of our Conſcience 
in all Matters of Faith and Practice; 
and he who will never Fix his Opinion, 
and form a Staid and Settled Judgment in 
any Point of Belief or Practice againſt 
which Objections may be rais'd, that 
Man I ſay will never fix or determine 
upon any Thing in Religion; no nor by the 
lame Rule, in Common Life. Thoſe who 
are inclin'd to think all this a Nicety, be- 
low the ic ſerious Notice; and call it Strai- 
28. Matter beyond what it will bear 
in Reaſon or Religion, let them take that 

pious Saying of a certain Perſon upon this 
very Occaſion. If this Doctrine is too ſtrict, 
all I hall ſay is, That the Glory of that 
Diſtinction, which Grace makes between us 
and Heathens and Infidels, is too great for 
1. 


CA. 


fulneſs of Healths are ſtronger than ever 
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| a ö Aving in Chap. III. ſaid that Thy 
1 1 there is no Expreſs Rite or Ceremony 


| 
| 
of Conſecration whereby the Drinking in Re- 
| membrance of Chrift departed from us into 
Heaven is made Hoh; that Action or Per- 
formance is however Conſecrated by the 
Words of the Divine Inſtitution. And that 
| 
| 
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Tho” in Drinking in Remembrance of am 
other Perſon Abſent from is in another I 
World there is a Change of the Perſon and Ns 
Circumſtances which. may alter the Moral Bt " 
| Nature of the Action; yet that it is the ſame I 
Action in a natural Scuſe or an Action of t 
ſame Rind. And becauſe Mens Miſtakes 1 
concerning theſe To Things have been 1 
the Ground of moſt Prejudices and Obje- I! 
ckions againſt what I have publiſhed upon 1 
that Subject, I muſt deſire my Reader to , 
bear with this ſhort Digreſſior from the ; 
Subject of Healths in General, and to ob- IN 
ſerve with me that there are two Conſecra. N 
tian to be conſider d with Reſpect to that 
Action of Drinking in Remembrance of 5 
Chriſt, i. e. of a Grateful and Thankful 
Remembrance of him, Who, as St. Peter 
ſpeaks 1 Pet. 111. 22. Is gone into Heaven, 
LL and is on the Right Hand of God. I, 


an 

7. The Firſt is that which was the very 
Act of Cuxisr Himſelf in his own Perſon, 
and could be done by none but him who 
alone had the Power of Making or Crea- 
ting Sacraments; namely the Conſtituting 
or Appointing that Action of Taking Wine 
and Drinking it in Kenembrance of him : I 
mean his erecting it into an Holy Ordinance, 
and that tor moſt Divine and Glorious Pur- 
poſes, for the Shewing ſorth of his Death 
till he come; for the laying before Gop the 
infinite Merits of him Sacrificed; and for a 
Kal and Confirmation of all the Bleſſings 
we partake of by his Death and Paſſion. 
In Order tothe Performance of that Action 
by the Apoſtles, or their Drinking that Cup 
of Kemembrance, our SAviouk firſt Bleſſed 
it or Gave Thanks, and then Gave it to 
them, that they all might Drink of it. This 
is that Conſecration or Separation of that 
Action for an Holy Uſe which I ſay Page 
30. is performed by our SAVIOUR in the 
Words of the Inſtitution, Do this as oft as 
you ſhall Drink it in Kemembrance of me, 

2. The other Conſecration is that of the 
Elements, and particularly of the Wine, 


for the Diſcharge of that Holy Action and 


Religious Performance ; this the Apoſtles 
and their Succeſſors received Power and 
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Command from Curisrt to perform after 
his Example: And accordingly there mull 
be a Bleſſing or Conſecration of the Wine 
for that Performance both in their Oy 
Perſons, and by the Laity who have n 
Power of Conſecrating, but do accempa- 
ny the Biſhop or Prieſt in the Prayers, and 


in Drinking in a Thankful Remembrance of 


Ebriſt, There is no Doubt but this Con- 
ſecration muſt neceſſarily be performed by 
Prayers of the Biſbop, or thoſe to whom 
he delegates that Power, and particularly 
by a Repetition of the Words of the Inſti 
tution; and that with the Circumſtances 
of Pouring out; and Ordinarily in the 
Houſe of Gop ; and on the Lord's Day; 
and with Diſtribution to the Receivers for 

the Performance of that Holy Action. 
There can be no Conteſt concerning the 
Neceſſity of a Conſecration of the Wine by 
Prayer and Bleſſing of the Biſhop after 
aur $Aviouk's own Example, who when 
he had taken the Cup Gave Thanks, and 
ſo Conſecrated the Wine for the immediate 
Uſe of the Apoſtles. But all the Queſti- 
an is concerning that Action or Perjor- 
mancé for which the Wine is ſo Confecra- 
ted or Bleſſed ; namely of Drinking in Re- 
mebrance of Chriſt, whether this be not 
. . I uſtitu- 
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er I Inftituted, Ordained, or Conſecrdted by him 
alt into an Holy Sacrament for the Remem- 
ne brance of himſelf, and particularly of his 


n Death and Paſſion? This F call à Sacra- 


no mental Action, becauſe it is performed 
*in the Sacrament, and is that for which 
nd the Wine was bleſſed, Fyſt by Chriſt Hiur- 
o ſeh, then by his Apoſtles, and ever after 
n- is to be bleſſed by their Succeſſors: And be- 
by cauſe it is Conſtituted an Holy Ordinanre 


m by the expreſs Words of the Inſtitution, ö 


ly Þ which are a plain and full Declaration of 
. that Holy Performance for which the Wine 
es was and is ever Conſecrated, Do this 4s 
he oft as ye ſhall Drink it in Remembrante of 
M; e. 1 | | 

1 When Men Drink in Remembrance of a 

Dead Monurch, J ſay this is a Mrſapplicati. 

he on and Grievous Abuſe of that Sacramen< 
by tal Aktion, becauſe it is applying the Same 
er Action, which is thus Coniſteratht into an 
Holy” Ordinante for the Wotſhip of Gob, 
to a meer Man : For ſurely Drinking i 
Remembrunce of ont Perſon” Abſent front 
i anther World, is thè Same Action or 
am Action of the ſanſe Kind conſider d in it 
(elf) with Drinking. in Remenibrance off 
another Perſon Abſent” from'us in the other 
Worlds The Pefſon'ts whom" that Afior 


IS 
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is apply'd is alter'd, and the Intent and W 4 
_ Circumſtances are alterd; and now the g 
* Queſtion between my Oppoſers and Me i, N ſe 
Whether it be lawful to alter them? To Wl jr 
apply this Performance of Drinking in aN 

— to a meer Man; and N 
to take their own Liberty of uſing it at ther N v 
Pleaſure, when there is no Conſecration I th 
of the Wine, nor any other Religious Cir. Þ th 
cumſtances attending it? They affirm it Þ ar 
to be Lawful and Commendable, and ac- 
cordingly uſe it ſo daily; and charge me T 
with ſtarting that odious Compariſon which Wii 
they daily practice: I hold it to be un- I 
lawful and deteſtable; And that to Hv 
make Uſe of that Action to any other 
than to Chriſt, and without Cour tion of p: 
Wine for that Performance; or to any other N 
than thoſe Glorious Purpoſes for which it N fe 
was Ordained, is a moſt grievous Profi- Wy 
nation of that Action, now moſt holy by A 
CuarisT's Conſecratiun and Appointment, ri 
It is the confounding of CHRIST's Inſtity- Ne 
tion or Conſecration of this Action into {hi 
a Sacrament with the Bleſſing of the Wine 
for the Performance of it, which hath per- 
plexed Mens Underſtandings that they 
could not think clearly and diſtin&ly of thu 

K Matter : Inſomuch that, thò they 5 

3 orn 
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Bread or Wine to common Uſe after Con- 
ſecration ; yet they have no Senſe of apply- 
ing that Holy Action to common Uſe for 
which that Bread and Wine was Bleſſed 
and Sanctityed; notwithſtanding the very 
Words of the Inſtitution are a Declaration of 
that very Uſe or Performance for which 
the Elements are ſet apart with Bleſſing 
and Frayer. 

- The Compariſon I made, in my Second 
e Treatiſe upon this Subject, for the Illuſtra- 
ch tion of this whole Matter, was with St. 
n- Paul's Church; and to make it ſhort it 
to was thus. : 
er That Church was Conſecrated and ſet a- 


ot part for the Worſhip of Gov, therefore it 


cr N were Profanation and Sacrilege to apply it 
it W for a Monument to the (Glorious and Immor- 
fa- Nial Memory of King William. Solikewiſethe 
by Action of Drinking in a Grateful and Glo- 


nu, ¶ rious Remembrance is Ordained or Conſe- 


. crated by Curisr for a Remembrance of 


ito himſelf, and Commemoratiou of his Death 
ne Wand Paſſton, therefore it is Sacrilege and Pro- 
anation to apply that Action to the Glori- 
ous and Immortal Memory of King William, 
who we now truſt is Abſent from us in 
Heaven. Only that the Sacrilege 3 
© 28 


Horrid Notion of applying any Part of the 4 
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fanation is much more Heino in this lat. 


an Holy Sacrament. 


of that Wine tothe Remembrance of King 
William; would be Profanation and Sacr:- 
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| namely: if Mew apply any Part of: that 
| MatetialpwereCorferrated; to the Honour 
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ter Inſtance, becauſe St. Paul's Church 
was Confecrated only by Prayer of ths 
Biſhop ; whereas this Action was ſet apart 
and. Conſeerated by CuRIST Himſelf into 


It my Antagoniſts do not like the Pa- 
ralleb thus, then let them pleaſe themſelves 
and\ take it their own way. 

The Stones and other Materials of St, 
Paul's Church were Conſecrated by Prayer 
and Bleſſing of the Biſhop, therefore to 
apply them to Build a Monument for 
King: William were Sacrilege : So the Win: Ib. 
is Conſecrated for Drinking in Remem- Ib. 
brance of CHRIST, therefore to apply any Ba 


e. ©& ©» .. rn 


lege Then ſure if the Church was Conſe- 
oratetl for tiie orſbipof G&op, and the Wine 
is Conſecrated for DrinkinginRemembrante 
of Cbriſt; tlie Satrilege muſt be much more 
heinous in both ' theſe” latter Inſtances; 


Worſbep; for tue Performance of which thoſe 


oß Ning William: Or if thiey apply to King 
William that: Drinking in an! Honpurulit 


formance 
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t. Þ formance for which that Wine was Conſe- 
ch crated; eſpecially ſince this is the moſt ex- 
de alted Act of that very Worſhip for which 
it the Church was Dedicated. In both 
to ¶ cheſe latter Inſtances'tis plain there is more 
than Sacrilege, and that they both become 

a- Actions of an Ipo AT ROS Nature. 
es There is no Form of Conſecration in 
Scripture for the Sacrament of Baptiſm, 
t. beſides the Command, Go Teach all Na- 
er ¶ tions, Baptizing them in the Name of the 
to ¶ Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
or Ghoſt, However, that Action of admitting 
ne Perſons Members of the Viſible Church 
n- by Baptiſm (for which Reaſon the Ark was 
ny Wa Type of it) being made Sacramental and 
ng Hah, by the Conſecration or Appointment 
1 Jof Him who alone hath the Power of Ma- 
e- ling Sacraments; and render'd Jgnifi- 
cant and. Expreſſive of the Waſbing af Re- 
generation; of our Dying to Sin, and Ri- 
g agaiu with Chriſt; and of Putting off 
the Body of the Sins of the Fleſh; the 
Water ſet apart for ſo Holy an Acti- 
e Non or Performance is Conſecrated hy Pray 
ur Ne of the Biſhop or Miniſter; and this Con- 
ſecration is chiefty a Reherſal of that very 
Performance for which that Water is Sau- 
Kiyed, and of the command given the 
g Apoſtles 
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Apoſtles to perſorm it. Now, ſuppoſe 
that this Baptizing were, among a cer 

tain Set of People, made the Foran ct 
Manner of admitting Apprentices into the 
Service of their Maſters ; and that, omit. 
ting the Names of the Three Perſons in 
the Trinity, they were Baptized only in 
the Name of the Maſter into whoſe Fami 
ly they were admitted, without any Pray. 
er or Conſecration of the Water, and pure. 
ly as by a civil Rite orCuſtom : Would any 
one ſay that this were no Profanation 0 
that Holy Sacrament, becauſe it was per- 
formed only in the Name of a meer 
Man? By Way of common Ceremony 
Without Conſecration? And without any 
Thought of Gop, or VVorſhip ? &c. Would 
not you ſay that, tho the Water was not 
Bleſſed for that Action by a Biſhop, yet 
the Action or Performance It ſelf was 
Bleſſed and Conſecrated by CuRISTH for a 
a Religious Uſe, That of Admitting Peo— 
ple into the Viſible Body or Family of Chriſt 
that it was Erected into a moſt Holy O- 
donance for great and excellent Purpoſes; 
and that ſince now it is adopted into Reli- 
gion, and made Sacramental, it is a horrid 
Abuſe of that Sacramental Action to apply 
it to any like Purpoſes in civil Life; orto 


make 
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make it the Form or Manner of Initiation, 
or Admittance of Perſons into any other 


of Chriſt; and that it ought never to be uſed 
or that Purpoſe but In the Name of the Fa- 


2 Now the Reaſon of my Sa ing, in Page 
„Iz. of m Second Dilcor e upon this 
L Subject, That People amuſe themſelves 


| Brangely when they lay ſuch a Streſs upon 
th e Conſecration in this Diſpate is 
plain; namely, becauſe their Minds run 
all upon the Bleſſing of the Wine by the 
Biſhop, but entirely leave out of the Que- 
1y ſtion the Conſccration of that Action or 
14 Performance of Drinking in a Grateful and 
ot Glorious Remembrance, ſet apart and Ordai- 
et Ned by Chriſt himſelf, for the Diſcharge of 
25 | which the Wine is Bleſſed; and therefore, 
8 by Drinking in Remembrance of King 
uliam, they apply a Conſecrated Action 

; ſto an Unconſecrated Uſe. Take Wine 
und Conſecrate it, is our Saviouk's Com- 
mand to his Apoſtles and their Succeſ- 
lors; Why is it Conſecrated, and for what'? 
Becauſe it is for the Performance of a 


do 


Fate of Lite, excepting only into the Church 


er, and of the Son, and of the Holy G Hot. 


Moſt Holy Action, the moſt Exalted Part 
of our Chriſtian Worſhip; namely, That 
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do not Conſecrate may all Drink in Re 
membrance of Chriſt': So that my Adve- 
ſaries can never repeat the Words of the 
* being Condemned ou: 
of their own Mouths; they being a Decl. 
tation of the very Purpoſe for which the 
Wine is Bleſſed, viz. Drinking in Remen. 
:brance of. Criſt. 4.4 Wh 1 
Tanke the other Inſtance, Viz. Eating in 
Remembrance of Chriſt; this I call a & 
cramental Action, for the beſt Reaſon i 
the World, becauſe it is a Sacramentil 
Herformance. If a Man ſhould take 
Piece of Bread, and eat it Jo tbe! Glorious 
and Immortul Memory of King William, 
Ibis Ifay is the Same Action, Becaul 
Huing a Piece of Bread in Remembrance i 
bone Perſan Abſent in another World ; is the 
dame Action, or of the ſame Kind with 
Futing in Remembrance of Another Perſu 
rAbfeht in tbe other World. This Action d 
:Hating in a Gratefulrand: Glorious Remen. 
bre, is Qrdained or Conſecrated int 
nan Haly : Sacrament by CHRIST, who 4 
AJone had the Power of making Sacraments; 
_ — — * — 
Brad, for this Holy Petfbhnance by ti 
Apoſtles; and gaye tlie gend their Sucgœt 
ſors Power to ſet apart“ Or 1 
OL | Brea 
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Ordained by Carr, and for the Diſcharge 
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Re- Bread for that Performance both in their 
bey 
the 


Own Perſons, and by the Laity who have 
go Power of Conſecration. Therefore if 
you apply Part of that Bread to any Civil 
Purpoſe, you Profane that Sacrament ; be- 
cauſe it was ſet apart and Bleſſed by the 
Biſhop for that Uſe: But it you apply that 
Action or Performance, for the Diſcharge 
of which the Bread was Conſecrated, to 
Cmmon Uſe, the Profonation is much 
ter; becauſe this was Conſecrated by 
CurisT himſelf, and appointed for a relt- 
gious and moſt holy Purpoſe. So that if a 
Company of People ſhould take a Loaf 
of Bread, and divide it among them; and 
each Man eat his Proportion in a Glorious 
and Immortal Remembrance of King William; 
tis true, this would be no Deſecration of 
Conſecrated Bread, but it would be an 
horrid Profanation of an Holy Action, and 
Religious Performance Ordained and Con- 
ſecrated by CHRIST Himſelf into a Sacra- 
ment. Nor could ſuch Men ever repeat 
the Words of the Inſtitution without being 
upbraided and Condemned by their own Wl 
Conſciences; fince the very Words of that 
Form are only a plain Recital, and expreſs 
Declaration. of that very Performance fo 


of 
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3 the Bread is Bleſſed by the Bi. 
Won : 4 | 
Io put this Matter beyond all Doubt, 
Let us ſuppoſe our Bleſſed Saviour in- 
ſtead of Drinking in Remembrance of Him, 
had Inſtituted the Act of a meer Libation 
or Pouring out of Wine on the Ground in 
Remembrance of him; and had comman- 
ded that the Apoſtles and Biſhops {hould 
Bleſs or Conſecrate Wine for the Perfor- 
mance of that Action by Themſelves, and 
by all the Laity. Then this Pouring out 
of Wine in a' Grateful and Thankful Ke- 
membrance wou'd have been the Sacra- 
mental Action; would any one then, 
who calFd himſelf a Chriſtian, ever have 
Poured out Wine on the Ground in an Ho- 
nourable or Thankful Remembrance of 2 
dead Monarch? Would he not have ab- 
horred and deteſted the Thoughts of it? 
Would he not ſay it never ought to be per- 
formed but in Remembrance of CHRISx, 
and when the Wine was Bleſſed for that 
performance? Eſpecially when the very 
Words of the Inſtitution and Conſecration 
W were a full Declaration of the Purpoſe of 
pouring out for which the Wine was 
Pleſſec Would he not call it Sacrilege, 
Profanation, and Idolatry? Would he — 
5 | ve 


13 
have uſed all the Arguments that I have 
now done againſt Drinking for the ſame 
purpoſe; and have made the ſame Anſwers 


to all Objections? I the rather make uſe of 


this Inſtance here, becauſe that if Pouring 
put Wine on the Ground in Remembrance 
of CHR1sT, had been Ordained the Sacra- 


mental Action or Performance, inſtead of 


Drinking for the ſame Purpoſe; and that 
Wine were to be Conſecrated for that 
Pouring of it out; All good Chriſtians 
would be ſo far from Pouring out Wine 
to the Glorious and Immortal Memory of a 
Departed Monarch; that they would never 
by my Inadvertency or Want of Cunſidera- 
ion, have ſuffer d a Cuſtom to prevail Uni- 
verſally of doing Honour by pouring out 
Wine in Remembrance of their Ag, or 
Governour; or of their Friends either Pre- 
ſent or Abſent. Nor would they ever look 
farther for any Reaſon or Argument againſt 
it, but this in Short; That pouring out 


Wine on the Ground in Remembrance of 


CARIST, was by him made Sacramental, 
and now become the moſt exalted Act of 
Chriſbiah Worſhip. - 6 
Tho all this is: ſo plain and eaſy that it 
muſt. SWike the Mind of; every conſiderin 
Reader "with 'Convidion ; tho: I build al 
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my Rea ſoning againſt that ſo prevailing 
Health, and my Anſwers to thoſe Argu- 
ments which have been publiſhed in De- 
fence of it, upon the Abſolute Neceſſii 
and Divine Authority of CRIST's own 
Inſtitution of that Action of Drinking in 
Remembrance of him; Tho I from thence 


. infer the Neceſſity of Conſecration of the 


Element of Wine by a Biſhop or Miniſter 
for that Holy Performance; Yet am I char- 
ped in Print with flatly denying them 

oth; with Vacating that Inſtitution of 
Cuxisr, and denying any Conſecrationof 
the Biſhop or Miniſter.” Now, if ever [ 
had dropt an Expreſſton which gave a Co- 
lour for ſuch an heavy Accuſation ; Or had 
it been ſhew'd how this might have been in- 
ferred by any Remote Conſequence from any 
Thing I faid. Nay, if the whole Force of all 
my Reaſoning did not Center in the Validi 
and Effcacy of CnRisr's own Inſtitutin 
of this Holy Action; And of his Own, and 
the Biſhop's or Miniſter's Conſecration of 
the V Vine for that ivy ok Inſomuch that 
no Part of it can Hold without ſuppoſing 
theſe; and that with them it can never be 
Confuted.: Then would there have been 


Noom leſt for ſome Euaſion or Excuſe in 
e Mas for o pal a M 


ſents 


ſome incurable Defect in the Head, and 


put that Controverſy concerning Drinking 
clear Light, ſo as to obviate all the Obje- 1 
in England and Ireland; and particularly 
by One publiſhed by a Clergyman while this 
Treatiſe was in the Preſs, divided into T wo 
Books, In the Firſt he affirms it to be my 
Meaning no Doubt, that the Conſecrated Ele- 
than common or unconſecrated Bread and 


Conſecration of the Elements in the Lord's 


whole, Raves of nothing but Horrour and 


nation of Soul and Bod). 9 at the 
Door of -my Conſcience! Wo 

10 Eternal: Death That I had bett 
been Born Deaf and Numb! Mene Teal. 
upon the Walls of my Chamber! The Flames 
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Cn 
ſentation ; and for eaſter Hope of Forgive- 
neſs from Gop for the Author of ſo Ground- 
leſs a Calumny, as having proceeded from 
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not any deliberate Corruption of the Heart. | 
\ I have added this Chapter in Order to 
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in Remembrance of the Dead into a thort and 


Mans made againſt me, by thoſe many 
Anſwers which have been-publiſhed both 


nents are of no more Virtue and Efficacy 
Wine. And in the Second, That I de 
Supper to be pecefſarys And then thrò the 


Amazement ” Of Eternal Fire and Dam- 


unding my Soul 
er bawve 
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this, with Abundance more of the ſame 
Sort, for Two moſt Deteſtable and Curſed 
Poſitions which he lays down of his Own 
Accord; and then of a ſudden throws 


_ himſelf into all the Convulſions and Fran- 
tick Airs of a Man under Terror, and quite 


Scar d out of his Wits. When the Con- 
ſternation he is in is a little over, I ſhall 


only Requeſt him to take back again thoſe 


Two Vile and Heretical Poſitions of Mis 


own; together with all thoſe Dreadful 
Threatnings in the Form of Direful Curſe 


and Execrations which he hath ſo freely 


and plentitully beſtowed upon me; and 


that with the additional Guilt of Fathering 


his Spurious Iſſue on another Man; and 
then ſo peremptorily configning him over 
to the Damnation of Hell, even without 
Room for Repentance. I beſeech him to 
take off that Load of Guilt with which 


he labours to cruſh an Innocent Per- 
ſon, and fink him to Eternal Death; tho 
it can be laid no where elſe but upon his 
own Shoulders; nay tho it ſhould Make hi 


Heart wofu', as he ſpeaks; and that be 
ſhould be forced to Mourn and Groan ur- 
der it himſelf, till it grows lighter by Re- 
pentance, and till he finds ſome Eaſe in li 
Mind from a comfortable Senſe of Pardo! 


for 


(1377) 


for his Sin: In Order to which 1 moſt hear- | 
tily Recommend him to the Mercy of Gob, 


and do Pray that none of thoſe many Evils 
to which he hath ſo ſeverely Adjudged and 


Condemned me, may ever Overtake him 


in this World, or the Next. 


It is not upon the Account of that un- 
happy Gentleman that I have taken this 


Notice of his Two Frightful and Diſmal 
Bogks, but upon the Account of thoſe who 


with no {mall Expence and Trouble encou- 


rage and diſperſe them, and many ſuch like 
Pamphlets publiſh'd in Defence of Drinking 
to the Glorious Memory of King William. 


Wild and OY as: thoſe Two Books 


are, which the nio 


violent Party-Man even 


of that Side on which they are written muſt 


bluſh for in the Reading, the Author howW- 


ever made up what was wanting in Senſe - 
and Chriſtian Charity, by a Burning Teal, 
and ever and anon calling for Fire from 
Heaven or From Hell upon his Oppoſer. 


But moſt of the other Anſwers, ſaid to be 


written by Men of the ſame Order, have 
nothing in View but Bitter Railing and 
Kurrilous Invective; in which 1 hope they 


ae now ſenſible they gave themſelves full 


Scope, without the leaſt Reſtraint from a 


Conſcience Towards God, or common De- 
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cency in the Eyes of Man. Had I Expreſly 
publiſhed, or plainly Inſinuated any Do- 
ctrines to the World dangerous to Religi- 
on, and of pernicious Conſequence; and 
thoſe p Pr 12 of mine had handled my 
Principles with utmoſt Sharpneſs, J could 
not have blamed them; tis more expedi- 
ent I ſhould Suffer than the Truth; Iought 
to Smart, that I may be brought to a Fee- 
ling of my Error, and own the Truth, at 
laſt, to the Glory of Gop and my own 
Shame. But it is ſo far from this, that tho 
I am willing to be conſuted and convinced 
if Lam in the Wrong, I meet with no- 
thing but Gall and Bitterneſs ; moſt of the 
Anfwers are. fall: of the Venom, without 
any little Mixtuxe of the Viſdom of the Ser- 
peut. Tho I would have a juſt Regard to 
any. Appearance of Reaſon or Argument | 
could meet with in the Midſt of fo great 
an Heap of Rancour and Virulence ; and 
tho Fawn Lhave Raked into all thoſe Dung- 
bils fox that Purpoſe, I have not met with 
ons bright Paſſage or ſingle Inſtance oftrue 
Wit or Argument; but all ſheer Railing, 
without any Turn of Thought that had 
Lite in it, or ſober Reaſoning which did 
not 22 upon groſs or wiltul miſtaking 
of the Queſtion, Inſomuch that 1 could 
"ES not 
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Ling to che Memory of King William. 


; ("tj 9 
not forbear imagining that we muſt took 
upward for the Caule of ſuch unaccounta- 
ble Infatuation, and think it fallen upon 
Men for the Fierce and Violent Oppoſition 
they have 3 to ſo Clear and Self-Evident 
iz. That Drinking in a Grateful 
and Glorious Remembrance is an Action 
now made Sacramental by our Saviour, 
fir the Remembrance of himſelf; and 
therefore that it is a ſinful Profanation of 
our Holy Euchariſt to Drink habitually and 
daily to the Glorious and Immortal Memory 
of a Dead Monarch. | 5 
This is that * Strange and Groundleſi 
Notion which is exprefly ſaid To Strike ſo- 
ber Men even with Horrour; the Aſſertion 
of a Right Reverend Prelate now Myſt Re- 
verend, who by Two Treatifes publiſhed 
ſome Time ago, in which this Health is 
zealouſly detended, ſet himſelf at the Head 
of this Controverfy. It is for this that I 
int charged as a Reviler of the Memory of 
King William, who to my Knowledge haye 
never dropt one ſingle Mord or Expreſſion 
in Derogation from the Character of chat 
Great Monarch. It is for this that I have 
deen by One repteſented pablickly to tlie 
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World as a Blaſphemer, a Debaſer of th; 
Ordinances of God, and Maker of a Neu 


| t 
Sin. That I have been by Another decla- iſ \ 
red Ignorant of a Fundaniental Point of Sal. If 
wation; to be Abandoned to all Modeſty; Nc 

and to be In horrid and amazing Danger, k 
That I have been accuſed of being In ani. 

 Jerable Deluſion; Of ſpreading a Foul, and E 

- Groſs, and Damnable Error, and in ſhort I p 

Branded for an Heretick, and threatned In 


with Ruin of Body and Soul. And yet my 
good Reader the Treatiſes from whence 
theſe Heavy Accuſations are extracted, are 
written with an Air of Religion and Pieh, 
and obſerve a good-Decorum in Compariſon 
of thoſe before ſpoke of, on this and ano- 
ther Subject, by nameleſs Authors, tho 
too well alas! known to be likewiſe in 
Holy Orders But who have for that Turn 
intirely laid aſide the Chriſtian ; and expreſ- 
ſed themſelves in the Language neither of 
. a Scholar nor a Gentlemay. There is in 
-- thoſe Pamphlets from Begining to Ending 
luch a continued Strein of Inveterate Rai- 
ling, without any diſtin& Reaſoning or Ar- 
- gument; without Touching upon the Sub- 
ject, or coming home to any one Point by 

A rational or ditect Application, that it can- 

not be ſufficiently adnuted where any Ten- 
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er could be found ſo ſear'd and harden'd 
% Calumny, as to hold it out ſo long WM 
- Þ without the leaſt Kegret or Oualm of Con- 
ſcience. I ſpeak it cooly, and without Con- 
;Þ cern for my own Character, that I veril 
believe, that conſider'd in all Reſpe&s, and 
in Defence of ſo glaring and palpable an 
Error as well as of ſo abominable and Im- 
pious a Practice, they are ſuch Writings as 
no Age of Chriſtianity can Parallel. 
And yet theſe are the Books which are 
Applauded and Extoll d, which are Bought i 
re | up and Diſperſed, and Gloryed in by one WM 
„Sort of People, as if they were extraor- 
on dinary Performances; and the Authors of 
o- them are Encouraged and Careſſed and Re- 
10 warded. It is by theſe Diſcourſes that many 
in ¶ of the Laity eſpecially, have been Incited to 
n theconſtant daily Univerſal Drinking of that 
Health; and ſtirred up to the abetting and 
promoting of it with Noiſe and Clamour, 
with Rage and Fury, with Rudeneſs and 
Inſults, and with frequent Drinking Con- 
ſuſon and Damnation to all who decline it, 
or oppoſe them. And they are now ſo 
confirmed by their Teachers in an Opinion 
not only of the Lawſulneſs of that Health, 
but of its being Commendable and Praiſe- 
worthy; that they make open Dae 0 
8 S9. 25 e ey * ry 
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they will never read any Thing written 
againſt it; and give this Reaſon for it, be- 
cauſe they never will be Convinced. Which 
I muſt confeſs is the leſs to be wonder'd ar, 
becauſe, what was never heard of till now, 
Anſwers have been publiſhed to my Di- 
courfes by ſuch as do, at the ſame Time, 1 
declare they never read them. 0 

If complaining only of ſuch Treatment, 1 
without making any other Return give Of. 
fence ; I ſhall leave oft here, tho” there i; 
much behind. Only Icannot help obſerving 
how all this abundantly thews what Spirit 
thofe Men are of who eagerly promote and 
encourge fuch Practices as theſe ; or at beſt 
wink at them; and fuffer fuch Things to 
pafs off in Silence, and witho it juſt Ex- 
- preffions of their Diſlike and Indignation, 
as they could nor fafficiently expreſs thei: 
Abhorrence of, did they not come recom- th 
mended with the Inſcription and Stamp of I 
a Party. The uncommon Labour and I 
Struggle for the Support of that Practice of ty 
Drmkmg in Remembrance of Ring William, * 
dy a Set of People who profeſs it. all to be of; 
out: of Zeal for che Honour of that Sacra- Ion 
ment wherein tliey Drink in Remembrant 
Chrift,: And their engroſſing to them- 
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and unfeigned Obedience to their Sovereign, 
may even even from thoſe who affirm Paſſive 
Won, and adhere to it; at the fame 
Time that they induſtriouſly Preach up and 
propagate the Poctrine of Refiſiance ; Theſe 
Lay will tranſmit them down to Poſterity 
with Two ſuch unerring Marks of Diſtincti- 
on, that they can never be miſtaken for any 
other Race of Men wherever the Goſpel 
hath prevailed. 


PART EE 
| Crap. I. 
HE other Oreſizon in Relation to 
Healths in General is, whether up- 
on Suppoſition that the Drinking of them 
were a Thing in its own Nature perfectly 
Indiferent, it is not however the Duty af 
all Good Chriſtians, and more eſpecially of 
the Clergy, by their Example and utmoſt En- 
avaur to Check and: Diſcountenance this 
prevailing Cuſtom, and Baniſh it qut of 
Chriſtian World ? | | 
In Order to the clearing up the Aſfirmative 
of this Queſtion, Imuſt premiſe that no Acti- 
on but that which is. Purely. Natural is, ar 
an be perfectly Indifferent; and when ure 
Diſcourſe of Actions in theniſelves Purely - 
Indifferent it is in Throvy-only;/ and for Du. 
ſtintion' i 
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ſtinction Sake; nor can they ever come un- 
der that Notion when conſider'd in Reſpect 
to Mens Conſciences. Whenever they are te. 
duuced into Act ſo as to have the Concurrence 
of the Will, to be performed with Deliberq- 
tion, and to be cloath'd with Circumſtances 
they paſs from Nature into Morality ;as they 
do from thence into Grace when they pro- 
ceed upon an Evangelical Principle, and 
neceſſarily have ſome Degree of Good or 
Evil adhering to them. Tis a trite Axiom, 
No Action of the Will is Indifferent ;infomuch 
that when the moſt Natural Actions, and 
perfealy Indifferent in themſelves, come 
under Deliberation and Choice; to be tran- 
ſacted to ſome End or Purpoſe; and to be 
inveſted with Circumſtances, they become 
Morally Good or Bad in Proportion to the 
_ Conſent of the Will, and the Condition of 
thoſe Circumſtances which attend them. 
I I with they who have this V Vord Indifte- 
rent very much in their Mouths on many 
- Occaſions, wou'd conſider this well; I can- 
not ſtay to apply the Obſervation to other 
"Inſtances of Things in their own Nature 
= Indifterent, but are entirely alter'd and 
ceaſe to be ſo, when once reduced to 
Practice, and that they fall under Mens 
Choice and Deliberation ; But ſhall make 1 
ſhort Application of it to the men; 
iin an 
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ame it is thus. The Mid in the bare Act 
of Drinking is in au equal Ballance, and 
n a perfect State of Indiſſerence; but when 
this A& is directed to ſome End or Pur- 
poſe, viz. the Health, or Proſperity, or Hc- 
your of another Man, or the Succeſs of any 
Affair, 5c. then a Queſtion neceſſarily ari- 
tes; Whether we may, or may not perſiſt in 
that Cuſtom of Drinking Healths? The 


Mind can remain no longer neuter, it 


maſt incline to one Side or the other: And 
when both Sides of the Queſtion are thus 
put into the Scales, one or the other muſt 
preponderate; and the Determination will 
be in Favour ofthe Right, or the Wrong. If 
upon this Occaſion the Judgment doth its 
Olhce Faithfully and Impartially in plyin 
att thoſe Reaſons and Arguments which 
ought to be weighed and conſidered, to- 
vethor with thoſe aggravating Circumſtu n+ 
U which attend Drinking For Health, &c. 
then the lighter and baſer Metal flies up- 
ward, and the Deciſion will ſurely be on 
the Side of Holineſs and Safety. Eut if 
ſtead of adding all thoſe Fair and Laws- 
Weights for the Advantage of the Truth, 
Men throw their Faxcy, or Humous, or In- 
refs, or Party-Zeal into the Oppoſite 
Kale; and lean upon it with all the ”_ _ 
9 T of WM 
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of ungoverned Paſſion and Prejudice, then 
they bear down all before them to the 
Ground; the Truth ſhews as light as a 
Feather, mounted up only to be expoſed 

to Cenſure and Kiditule ; and remains in 
that Poſture till, by the Removal of thoſe 
Prejudices, it recovers the Credit it had 
loſt, the Cheat is diſcover'd, and at laſt it 
paſſes for its own Intrinſicxk Worth and 
Value. 

I hope I may be pardoned this Allegory, 
becauſe it ſaves many Words, and a long 
Diſquiſition to ſhew how, tho Drinking 
may be an Indiferent Action, yet wit! 
that Circumſtance of being defign'd and 
directed to the Health or Proſperity of ano- 
ther, it can never be ſo. Nay more, tho 
Drinking an Health were in it ſelf Indi$c- 
rem, and an Action meerly Natural, yet 
it cannot be ſo in Reſpect of the Conſcien:s 
of him that drinks it; becauſe 'tis now in 
all People not only an Action of their Hi, 
but of deliberate Choice; Habitually per: 
ſiſted in; and repeated almoſt every Day 
of their Lives. So that all the Notion of 
Indifference quite diſappears, and it be- 
comes the Concernment of Mens Soulsto 
be well determined, not only whether it 
ts in it ſelf aGoed; or a Bad Action? But 

5 whether 
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whether the cuſtomary Practice of Drink- 
ing to Health, and Proſperity, and Succeſs, 
Kc. be more for the Glory of God, and 
Edification of our Neighbour, and promo- 
ting of Religion and Piety in the World; 
than the leaving of it off. Whether we 
Eat or Drink, or whatever we do, it is to 
be done to the Glory of Gop; even the 
moſt Minute Action of our Lives muſt he 
directed that Way, when it becomes a 
conſtant Practice, and with Choice and De- 
ſign. And this brings the whole Matter 
tolo clear an Iſſue, that had I to do with 
none but Intelligent and Unprejudiced Per- 
ſons, I ſhou'd think my Work done, ſo as 
to acquieſce here and not move one Step 
farther. But becaule theſe are not the 
greater Number, I muſt ſpeak with the 
Vulgar, and reaſon upon a Suppoſition that 
not only Drinking, but 2 Of an 
Health is a Thing Iudiſferent. 

Well then, let it be an Action Jadiſfe- 
ent in itſelf, and ſuppoſe it to have no Evil 
n the Nature of it, ſurely Men will allow 
it may become Sinful by its Gircumſtan- 
2s, and the evil Conſequences it hath in 
the World; and if this is allow'd- to be 
true of any one prevailing Cuſtom upon 
Earth, it is the Caſe of Drinking Healths. 
| | Which 


Cuando. 
Which the conſtant Obſer vation of all, who 
are willing to obſerve, hevvs to be the [1- 
ſtrumem and Occaſion of great Variety of 
Vice and Wickedneſs in the World, inſo- 
much that freſh Inſtances of the vile and 
impious Conſequences of this prevailing 
Practice comes daily to our Ears. 


Crap. II. 


2 *'HIS Cuſtom is the Inſtrument and 
| Occaſion of ſuch great Variety of 
Sin in the World, and there are fo many 
Evils that are the direct and immediate 
Conſequences of it, that I know not where 
to Begin to Enumerate them, or where to 
make an End. It is a needleſs Trouble, 
becauſe they are ſo well known; and they 
are ſo much talk d of every Day, nay and 
ſo much bewail'd and lamented by all good 
People, that I ſee not how the Conſcience 
of a Perſon who conſiders them ſeriouſly, 
and yet goes on in Drinking Healths, can 
forbear upbraiding him with ſome Degree 
- of Guilt, as being acceſſary to the Support 
and Countenance of a Practice among 
Men ſo wicked and pernicious in its Con- 
ſequences. | 8 
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1. For Fit, hath it not been made the 
Form and Manner of Mens venting all their 
Rage, and Envy, and Malice againſt ſuch as 
e any way croſs to their Opinion, or Hu- 
mour, or Intereſt ; eſpecially ſuch as are in 
High Stations, and enjoy the Favour of 
God and of their Prince? Is any thing 
more common than to Drink all Manner 
of Diſeaſes to Mens Bodies by an Health? 
s it not by this that as 70h ſpeaks xxx1. 30. 
d Men Wiſh a Curſe to their Neizhbours Sonl, 
of ind call for Vengeance upon the Heads of 
all who oppole their Schemes or Meaſures? 
te And is not this often attended with Orths 
md Exeorations, and direfal ſmprecations 
of Confuſion and Damnation as well to 
whole Parties and Communities, as to par- 
ticular Perſons by Name, and without Re- 
ſerve. And which is in Truth litele better, 
5 t not become the cuſtomary Way of 
ce Mens diſpenſing all their Blefizgs without 
„ I Regard to Gov, and chiefly by ſuch as have 
an I left off all other Ways of praying? and 
ee ¶ who, if they were callid upon to Pray ich- 
xt cut a Glaſs in their Hand, wou'd paſsſot 
ng Mutes in the Ears of Gop and Man. 
2. Is it not frequently ſubſervient to O 
ſcenity and Wiantoaneſs, and attended with Wſ 
Expreſſions of Lewaneſsand — 4 
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Are not Healths daily drank in Honour of 
the vileſt Proſtitutes ; and in ſuch deteſta- 
ble Language as cou'd not come into the 
Heads of any but habitually polluted 
Wretches, and which cannot be named 
without ſpreading Infection? 

3. What ſhall we ſay to that almoſt 
Uniyerſal Conſequence of this Cuſtom, 
the railing of Quarrels and Contentions, pro- 
moting Feud) and Animoſities among all 
Manner of People, and almoſt at all pub- 
lick Entertainments; even to the Ruin of 
Converſation, and Deſtruction of Chriſtian 
Charity? How many Dwzels, and Murders 
have followed upon it? And how many 
more wou'd there have been if not ſeaſo- 
nably diſcover'd and prevented? Which 
made Ameſius joyn theſe Two together; 
* The Laws lays he, Of Duelling as well as 
the Laws of Drinking were not Written by 
the Fingerof God, but are laid down by the 
Devil for the Bane of Mankind. 
| Upon which Paſlage I wou'd obſerve 
= how that Delling and Healths have arri- 
ven to that Criminal Height among us, 
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| 4 Deo Script, fed a Diabolo traditæ in perniciem ge- 
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that they paſs not only for Innocent and 
Harmleſs Things, but Commendable. They 
are become Modiſb and Genteel; they are 
ſet oft with Rules and Methods tor their 
practice and Management; and run thro' 
almoſt all Ranks and Degrees; ſo that they 
may in a very proper Senfe be called 
Reigning National Sins. And ſince theſe 
without a general Repentance, will ſure- 
ly have National, i-e. Temporal Puniſh- 
ments; nothing ſeems more worthy the 
great Piety and Wiſdom of our excellent 
Legiſlature, than the Reſtraining of them 
Both by a Law. For beſides that effectual 
Proviſion which wou'd be hereby made for 
the Peace and Tranquility ot the Subjecte, 
and Eaſe of his Majeſty's Government; it 
muſt be an infinite Satisfaction to conſi- 
der what a Foundation wou'd be hereb 

laid for ſtaving off Impending, tho' Unſeen 
Judgments; and for freeing themſelves in- 
tirely from partaking, in any Degree, of 
thoſe Sins Gop hathſo happily put it in their 
Power to prevent. As the juſt Severity of 
ſuch a Law will take off the Guilt of ſo 
much innocent Blood from the Nation, and 
place it upon the Murderers own Heads; 
lo will it effectually cut off at once 
that long Train of Wickedneſs and 
| Com- 


| ( 152 ) 
Complication of Impicty, which the Cu. 
ſtom of Health draws after it, to thi 
Reproach of our Chriſtianity, and the in, 
volving of us all promiſcuouſſy in Gon 
Puniſhment and Viſitation for ie. 
4. Hath not this Cuſtom been made the 


_ Inſtrument of great Profareneſs and deſpe. 


rate Inpicty in many Inſtances of a very 
different Kind 2 Was it not carryed on to 
ſuch a Pitch that it became Matter of fixed 
and ſtated Duty to Drink daily to the Glo- 
rious and Immortal Memory of a Dead Mo- 
narch 2 Nay to that Degree, that it wa; 
reckoned a Sin to decline it; and he why 
refuſed was branded with no leſs than In. 
1 towards Gop, and Diſloyaliy to 


his living Sovereign. Nor can it caſily be 


forgotten by what Sort of People, and 
with what Fervour the Litany Health, as 


they called it, was drank, wiz. Plague, 


Pe ence and Famine, Baitle, Murt her, 
aud ſudden Death to all Arch-Bifbops, Bi. 


Shops, Priefis and Deacons, aud all Congue- 


gations committed ta their Charge, which 


all 1:jule to Drin to the Glorious Mee. 
er) ef King William. Which Health pre- 


4 


25 


F 
2 


vailed to that Degree, That the Arch-Bi- 
Mops and Biſhops found it convenient to 


fend an Iutimatjion of this Practice to the 


| Lower 


(ITY Fine: pe 
„Lower Houſe of Convocation; with a 
e Charge to uſe their Endeavours to Diſcou- 
„nge and prevent it in their ſeveral Cures. 
n £ Intheir Return to which Meſſuage there is 
this Paragraph: Vc have heard, and many 
of us both beſore and ſince your Lordſhips In- 
timation; have received full Aſſurance that 
be ſaid Health hath been publickly and 
o frequently drank, and we have always heard 
d f it with Horrour and Deteſtation. Into 
„bow many various Shapes hath an Health 
„deen turned to expoſe all Things Sacred? 
And how many ways hath it been contri 
oed to fix a Scandal and Reproach upon the 
- | whole Body of the Clergy in general, and up- 
to on thoſe in Particular who are known to be. 
e Lealous for Monarchy and Epiſcopacy, and 
x! I for our Eftabliſhed Doctrine and Liturgy; 
215 und who will not bend under all that Ca- 
7, lunm with which they are loaded for their 
„ firm Adherence to our Excellent Conſtitu- 
„ton in Church and State? And is not this 
- frequently practiced by. ſuch as hope to be 
ved by living in Communion with them, 
and by receiving the bleſſed Sacraments at 
their Hands? Nay is not this the Form into | 
;- Evhich the Infidels and Deiſts among us, 
0 WPoſtates from that Faith into which they Il 
e vers Baptized, throw all their Fejts and 
5 V | Sarcalms, 


 yenting and propagating the Runkeſt Bla. I 


ting for the Church would aſtoniſh a feri- 
Dus and eonfidering Chriſtian moſt 5 That 


Mens own Souls could paſs ſo current, and 


— ſequences which univerſally attend them, 
* the applying an Health to the FP ro ſperin 


| 


it; for then we apply an Action 3 
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Sareaſms, all their Reflections and Hari 
Speeches againſt Gop and Revealed Reli. 
gion? And is it not now become the way of 


phemye Witneſs that Health drank not I it. 
many Tears 5 7 by certain Wretches, Ty 
their Great Maſter the Devil. And that 
other Health of theirs ſo much more de. 
teſtable, that tho it was Inſerted in the pub- 
Aiek Intelligence from London, upon Occt- 
Gon of their Tryal there, it cannot be m. jj 
med without Hotrour; and therefore I re. 
fer to thoſe Papers in which we had the 
zut of all Drinking, furely that of Drix- 


4 
.. 


ever that true Spirit of Holinefs which be- 
comes the Goſpel of CHRIST {ſhould fmk 
ſo low, that ſuch a Mockery of Gop and 


unreproved ! Surely if there is any Evil i 
the Nature of that Action of Drinking fu 
— and Succeſs ; or if Healths an 

nhl en Account of thoſe Effects and Con- 


of the. Church is no ſmall Aggravation 
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wie 
ſelf to an Holy Purpoſe, and of great Com 
ſequence to Religion, It is at beſt but E- 


aed. Nothing is more Evident than that 
tis either Drinking only, for what we ought 
to Pray with greateſt Leal and Fervency; 
Or it is Praying for the Church by Drinking: 
and whether it is one or the other, tis ut- 
terly inexcuſable. But Men ſay, they do 
it to ſhew their Zeal for the Church; O Im- 
u. ¶ ie Dewvotionis Obſequium Drink for the 
te- Charch! Why not 1 hifile for the Church? 
he Tis much the more Innocent of the Two. 
Hear a Paſſage out of a Book lately publi- 

1. ¶ thed at a proper Juncture, to try how far 
fi. the World is already diſpoſed to forward 
ut that Treatment the Church and Churchmen 
ve lil to meet with when they come in- 
tuely into the Power of Men of the ſame 

5 rs with the Author. 
vantage I will not omit: Becauſe we. 

ſeem to depend very much upon it, and have 
already received much Good from it,. 
find that is, That te never fail io tamom. 
ber our Church in all our Cups ; to Drin 

ber Health; and to allow ber - Proſperity! 

nl liberal Share in all our Merrimemts. . 


r Richard Sers Dedication to the r. 
9 4 * ©: ; 


We 


of gegious Habitual T3ifling with what is Sa- 


"There is one more i 
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we ſandtify our Wine with aur Zeal ſoriue I & 
 Gbwth; and the Wine 1 the 22 h 
keeping alive, and increaſing the Warn) 
of our Seal. Tho this is Introduc'd by 
way of Ridicule to ſuch as mean well to the 
Church, yet it is a juſt and fair Reproac I g4 
of that prevailing Folly. This is the work I P. 
Proof a Man can give of his not being Falſe 
to that Communion of which he proteſſeth I pe 
| himſelf a Member; Since nothing is more IH 
common than to obſerve Men drink daily I gi 
For the Church, but do every Thing ell: Nn 
an it: And how can this be any Mark I 
of Sincerity at the Heart, when it ſhall be. Wh; 
come faſhionable to Talk loudly for the Ini 
| Church, but ever and anon to Whiſper W x 
| afide Soft and Gentle Things in Favour of BD 
Sobiſm, and Separation, and Enthyſiaſm? IP 
Alas! What could have been hoped for Wth 
from ſuch habitual Profaneneſs, and Prepo- 

ſterous Expreſſion of our Zeal 2 Hath the 
Church fared one Jot the better for all that 
Wine which hath been Dedicated to her Pro- 

| ſperity; and thoſe Numberleſs Glaſſes which 
have been drank to her Health, indifferently 

by ſuch as make thoſe Addreſles for lawful 
7edtock;and thoſe who have no other Intent 
but to Defile and Raw? If you would feel 
ber Pulſe and fee how much this hath con- 
"ay by. 3 IT eee. | tributed 
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and Fathers of the Church to leave off 
ot Drinking for her; and inſtead thereof to 


or that he would Now and Ever Save and 
0- Defend Herr.. 5 
be 5. Is it not by this more than by any 
"at, other Thing whatſoever, that Party Names 
0- Wand Diſtinctions are kept up among us? Is. 


: ble} but that you muſt always drink the I 


_ VE +.» 
eabuted” to the removing all dan gerous 
Himomt, and how far ſhe hath beenthere- 
by kept from Death -Door, read the a- 
ſore quoted Dedication to the Pope; and then 
tell me whether this Practice hath brought 
me Church into a Safe, and Thriving, and 
Profperous Condition? How far it hath pro- 
moted a mighty Veneration in all Ranks of 
People for its Doctrine and Liturgy? 
How much it hath added to the Strength- 
ning ot its Diſcipline; and to an high Effeem 
and Honour towards all Biſhops, Prieſts, and 
Deacons, If I am not miſtaken before you 
have read many Pages, you will be of Opi- 
mon that it is Hish Time for all true Sons 


Pour out their Souls to Gop in Prayer, 


it not made the Teſt and Tryal of all Mens 
Secret Inclinations and Wiſhes in all Points; 
and is it of any Regard how a Man Thinks;: 
Fhe"refufeth to Drink to any Perſon or 
Hair e Which would be the more tolera- 


Health 


1158) 


Health, as Oaths are to be taken, in the 


Senſe and Meaning of the Inpoſer. For 
Want of Drinking a Man ſhall pals for any 
thing the Drinker pleaſes to repreſent him; 
or he may loſe all his Dependance, He and 
his Wife and Children be reduced to a 
ſtarving Condition, only for declining ſuch 
Healths as ought not ſo muchas to be once 
named among Chriſtians : And this is be- 
come {uch a Fire Ordeal, thata Man may be 
brought over the Coals for a Glaſs of Li. 
quor he drank many Years ago? Is it not 
| by this pernicious Cuſtom that all Ranks 
and Degrees of, Men, nay I may ſay Vo. 
men and Children, are drawn in and even 
compelled to meddle with Affairs of State; 
and to make themſelves Judges of the 
bargfter and Cunduct of alt thoſe who are 
at the Head of them? Are not the Perſons 
and Comncils of the higheſt Miniſters, and 
even of the Legiſlature, Arraigned or Ac- 
quitted over every Glaſs of Liquor handed 
dut by any Deſigning, or Unthinking Mor- 
tal? And doth the Sacred Inviolable Dig- 
A of a Crown, and the Holy 'Anointing 


| Ot place any King or Queen cut of the 


Reach of an Health e This a Neighbouring 


| Monarch well knew, and therefore Re- 
ſtrained it as hedid Dueling, and found his 
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e | Reward in a Quiet Poſſeſſion of his Throne 
vr ff wh he Died in Peace. — 
y The Conſtant Univerſal Effects of 
1; | Healths are Sirtſe, and Debate, and (on- 
d tention; they are the Occaſion of great and 
a | laſting Arimoſities among the Neareſt Re. 
A lations, and Deareſt Friends; and of their 
de falling out Irreconcilably about Great Per- 
„ ſos they do not Know; and about High 
e Matters they do not underſtand. It is by 
i. © this that I Man is [et at Variance againſt 
bis. Father, and the Daughter againſt her 
Mother, and the Daughter-in-Law againſt 
ber  Mother-in-Law; and that a Mane 
Foes are thoſe of his own Houſhold, A Man 
who cares not for medling, who is diſpo- 
ſed to be Eaſy, and Ciet, and Peaceables 
and to waſh his Hands Clean from all that 
great Variety of Guilt and Sin which thi 
Cuſtom occaſions in the World, muſt w 
with great Circumſpection: He muſt 
tread warily who would avoid the Snare ; 
i he ſtays ever ſo little within the Reach 
of it, it is well if with utmoſt Caution he 
eſcapes without ſome Marks of Galling, 
without paſſing for Preciſe, or Singular, or 
— or Whatever elle the Company 
Ss q 1 
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5 ( 160 ) = 
If we would bave a Feeling Senſes df 
the Malignant Influence of this Cuſtom; 
the numerous Evil Uſes which can be 
made of it; and how. it can be fubſervient 
to the vileſt Turns of Iniquitous and De- 
Hgning Men, we muſt look backward in- 
to a Late Reign; when Healths were at 
their Criſes; and ate not like to come to 
the Same Height again, till the Same Sort 
of People who Drank them come again to 
be a Cup too Lot, and muſt Drink the 
like Healths over again by way of Revi- 
ving their Sinking Spirits. I mean that o 
our Late Glorious Queen Axxe of Happy 
Memory to theſe Nations; The mani- 
fold Bleſſings of whoſe Reign we can 
Recognize with Grateful Hearts; and 
Thankſoiving to Almighty Gop, with- 
out Profanely Drinking to Her Gle- 
nous and Immortal Memory. How fate 
and ready an Inſtrument hath this been 

found of} ſpreading Faction and Sedition, 
and preparing the Way for Reſiſtance and 
Rebellion ? It hath been looked upon as a 
neceſſary Party Engine; inſomuch that it 
hath been no tmall Inſtance of Cun- 
ning to wrap up Treaſonable and Rebel- 
Jious Principles in the Shape of an Health; 


| Healths have been the Reſult of Sud) and 


In- 
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Irvention and eſteemed of Conſec uence 
enough to become the Buſineſs aud Con- 
5 55 of Clandeſtine Clxby, and Com 
tees of them: And when, after much 
Cnfolearion and Debate, they hit ren 4 
Turn that will take, and have Stampe 
tin their Mint, they diſperſe it with 507 
to their Correſpondents Far and Maur, ; 
whoaccordingly ſet it a going, it then paſſes 
atrent- thro the Nation; and you ſhall 
meet with it over every Bottle in private, 
and hear it Roared out at all publick En- 
tettainments. Thus the Glorious and Im- 
worral Memory Health, and the Litany 
Hahh were lent about much about the 
ame Time ; And theſe were afterwards 
acceeded - with a Number of Inferiour 
but no leſs wicked Healths, ſuch as 75 
the Pious Memory of Oliver Cromwell, 
Io Dutch Conſtitution. To our Sowereirn 
Lord the People. Monarchy without y- 
rainy, A Church wit bout Prelacy., Re- 
lgion without Prieſtcraſt. To a [peedy Suc- 
ceſſon. And Requiem to Her Majeſty, while 
live.” And fince Her Departure, To al 
thoſe wwho Thank God for the Death of the 
Ougen: J) the Glorious and Immortal Me- 
wory of Queen ANNE, only for the firft Eight 
lears of Her Rei , Sc. Thele again 


were 


them all, it would appear a black and ama- 


( 162) 
were accompanied with Healths Calcuh- 
ted for Deſtruction of Soul and Body to the 
FHigheſt Miniſters of State; who, as far as 
it was in the Power of a Wiſh or Prayer 
Seal'd with a Glaſs of Liquor, have been 
daily Staugbter d, Beheaded, Hang'd and 
Quarter d, and their Limbs diſpers d to Ci- 
ty Gates and Gibbet: Confuſion and Dam- 
nation were too frequently the Burden of 
the Health; And nothing was more com- 
mon than to Drink Down the Sacred 
Character and Reputation of Gop's Anoin- 
ted, and Drink 5 that of a Subject in Oppo- 
fition to it. In ſhort, there was no Tre- 
ſon which could not by the Art of Man be 
coutched in an Health; nor could any Lay 
be found which was able to reach to the 
Bottom of a Glaſs. All theſe, and the ma- 
ny more of this Kind of which we have 
heard the Nations Ring, muſt no doubt be 
tooked upon with great Abhorrence, even 
by thoſe who have been acceſfary, tho but 
indire&ly, to the Support and Countenance 
of them. Were there a Collection made ol 
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Ling Catalogue to all ſerious Chriftians: 
As this would contribute to the raiſing in 
us a juſt Deteſtation of this wicked previ 
ling Cuſtom; ſo it might prove a hapy) 
NE J 


Mezys 
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Means of Repentance in thoſe who drank 
them, by gwing them a timely View of 
thoſe Liſty of Abominable Healths which, 
in the Language of David, in Pſalm L. 21, 
Gop will otherwiſe Set in Order before 
their Eyes, in the great Day of Accounts, 
What thall we fay to that Tea ſonable 


whom they have Abjured; is not this 


el ng themſelves in another? What is this 

ut ſetting their Health and their Oaths at 
Variance, reſolving to cloſe with which of 
el-f them thall get the better at laſt ? Theſe 
Men are a Monſtrous Compoſition of Loy- 
alty and Rebellion, and a manifeſt Contra 
liction to themfelves in the Sight of Gop 
und Man, If a King in Poſſeſſton of the 
Throne by Acts of Parliament at Home, as 
OE well as by Treaties and & uaranteet Abroad, 
bath not a good Title to that Faith and Al- 
legiance the Subjects have actually Sworn 
ney to him, I know not how we can under. 


5m Life, namely, of Obedience and Sub. 
u myo to Ningh Authority. x 
-N - Butthe Church may be in Danger! This 
JVerruſt, under oy and his Sacred * 
8 | 141 ry 


Health which ſome Men Drink to a Perſon 
| plainly Sevearing in one Breath, and Per- 


ſand the Laws of Gop or Mau in that 
pomt of moſt Univerſal Concern in Chri- 


1 
4 
wo 
We 
: 
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ſty King GrorGce, is not our pteſent Caſe: 
But ſuppoſe the worſt Mens Fears can ſug. 
geſt ; admit it to be ſo, nay ſuppoſe inthe 
very Article of Falling. The Danger or the 
Safety of our Church, under Gop, is in the 
Hands of the Legiſlature; as moſt other Pu- 
blick Bleſſings or Calamities are: If the ſe. 
veral Members of the F wo great Branches 


| ofit are Men of a truly Publicꝶ Spirit, and 


Act with a due Regard to Religion, the 
Church cannot be in. Danger. But whatif 
They, or the Majority of them ſhould hap. 
pen to Act quite otherwiſe? Then the 
Church muſt ſuffer, till they come to 
better Senſe ot their Duty to Gop ; or are 
ſucceeded by fuch as are truly Conſciention 
Men. But may not fuch an Extremity be 
prevented by Tumult, and Rebellion? NO, 
neither by Rebellion againſt. the King, nor 
Tumultuous Proceedings againſt any Part 
of the Legiſlature; Becauſe it is taking 
Meaſures of our On for ſaving the Church, 
contrary to the Plain and Expreſs Word 
of God, and not depending on him forthe 
E. faving it his Own Way. But what it it is 
| paſt all other Relief but by ſuch Methods? 
F return our Saviouk's Anſwer on another 
Occaſion, With Men a Juncture may come 
When this leems Impoſſebl-,. but With m 
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1 
all Things are poſſible. When Safety or 


Deliverance is fartheſt out of Sight, it may 


be nearer than when we expected it, even 
at our Door: Then is the Time of Tryal 
when we have no Proſpect but from Hea- 
yen; then it is that Gop interpoſes for De- 
liverance of the Church by ſome unforeſeen 
Contingency ; and then it will be a Delive- 
rance indeed. But if inſtead of thus wai- 
ting the Methods of Providence, and ſtay- 


ing his Time; we are for Precipitating, and 


haſtily take a Shorter Courle of our own, 
it may for ſome Time carry a fair Appea- 
rance of Safety; but we do not ſee that ſe- 
tret Train of evil Conſequences we may 
thereby lay, which open gradually to our 
View, and may end at laſt m the blowing 
up our whole Conſtitution. - _ A 
+ The Church had a fate and ſpeedy Deli- 
verance from utter Deſtruction by Heathe- 
niſmn in the Days of Julian the Apoſtate ; 
and it was the Glory of the Chriftians that, 
tho they had Strength and Numbers ſuffi- 
dent for it, they did not offer at ſaving the 
Church by the leaſt Diſturbance ot his Reign; 
nor could they be provoked by all his Op- 
preſſions and bitter Sarcaſms to any Return 
of Diſloyalty or Reſiſtance. The Church 
was: Javed from utter Ruin by Popery in 
1 : the 


the Days of Queen Mar); and 


UW Cate of that indiſpen 


ded the Mzazs were intirely 
ful, there can be no Doubt of this: 
* And as for ſuch who eſteem it a Violation ot 
I thoſe Laws, and are full of the Evil 
Conſequences of it; to them: Iapply that 
Saying of our Saviour's, Letthem Six No 


( 166 ) 
yet QChurch- 


men then were ſuch Strangers to the iRejj. 


ſting Doctrine, that the Martyrs preached 


up Paſive- Obedience to her at the Stake, 
The Church had an unexpected Deliverance 
after being intirely Swallowed up by En. 


= thufaſm and Hereſy, in the Days of Ana- 
| 


chy and Confuſion. But theſe were all in 
Gop's. Own Way, and therefore proved 
Glorious and Laſting Deliverances; with- 
out laying a Foundation for a Series of 
ſuch Events and Incidents as might bring 
about again the Same, or Greater Dangers 

at the winding of them up. 
Ileave dut the Deliverance of the Church 
by the late Rewalation, becauſe it was not 
oy, 4 _ Deſtruction, 5 a — 
nifeſt and Apparent Danger of it. What. 
ever Men ca of the — by which that 
Deliverance was — it alters not the 
able Loyalty owing 
by the Laws of Gop to our preſent So- 
VEREIN. As to thoſe who are 5 
W- 


Mok 
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Mort, Eesr A WoksE TnING Come 
Uxro Them, and to the Church. Remem- 
ber the Sin, and Exemplary Deathly of LU 
zah, who ſtretched out his Officious Hand 
to ** the Tottering Ark, which ſhould 
have fallen to the Ground rather than have 
been ſo much as touched with unhallowed 
Hands. It was his Buſineſs only to Drive 
the Cart, and look to the Oxen that Stum- 
bled ; and to leave that Emblem of the 
Jewiſb Church to the Care of the Prieſts 
and Lewvites, into whoſe Hands Gop had 
committed it. He then delights chiefly to 
Interpoſe his Almighty Power in the Pre- 
fervation of his Church, when there is no 
Way left to Man of doing it but by unlaw- 
ful Means: And accordingly it is hot out 
of the Memory of many \now living, how 
our Charch, atter being for a conſiderable 
Time in the Power of Fanatical Tyranny 
and Uſurpation, was deliver'd and reco- 
ver d again by as ſudden and unexpected 
a Turn of Providence, as the Ark was re- 
ſtored aſter being in the Hands of the Phi- 
liſtines, when it came home to the Jet 
upon a Cart drawn by Two Milch-Kine, ' 
which had never been Toked, juſt taken 
trom their Calves, and without a Driver, 
The moſt Threatning and Impending 
\ Danger 


% 


E | 
Danger of the Church can never abſolye 
Subjects from the Allegiance they have 
Sworn, or juſtify the Violation of any one 
of Gop's Commands for its Preſervation, 
Rebellion is as the Sin of Witchcraft, i.e 
Quitting the Command and the Protection 
of Gop., and flying to Unlawful Means for 
Safety in Caſes of great Extremity. Ty 
Obey is better than to Sacrifice, better than 
Sacrificing Lite and Fortune for the Safety 
of the Church by the Breach of any Divine 
Precept. And to hearken is better than the 
Fat of Rams ; Hearken then to the Word 
of Gop, Ron. x11. 1, 2, (5c. Let Every 
Sour of all Mankind Be ſubject unto the 
higher Powers ; For there is NO Powe 
whatſoever But of God: The Powers that 
BE actually Are Ordained of God. Whoſoc- 


ver therefore without Exception, Reſiſteth 


the Power, Refiſieth the Ordinance of God 
and not of Man, and they that Reſiſt ſhall re- 
cei ve to themſelves DAN AT ION. Mark the 
comprehenſive and peremptory Manner of 
wording this Precept, and then tell me whe- 
ther, if Submiſſion and Obedience be at any 
Time an Error, it is not Erring on the Se 
Side with Reſpect to the other World. 
Matt. XXII. 21. Render unto Cxſar the 
"Things that are Cxiar s; The Faith and 

. Loyalty 


01090 
Lyaliy you have Sworn to him are His, or 
e Ile can call nothing his Own, Prov. xxlv. 
e ſr. Fear thou the Lord and the King, and 
e dale nat wi th them that are given to 
n. Change ; for they who do ſo fear - Neither. 
e. II San. xxv1. 9. Ho can firatch forth his 
n Hau againſ the Lord's Auginted. and bg 
Yr Nef Whether he be a Saul, or a David. 
This was ſaid, by Dawid after Saul had 
n been Rejected from the Kingdom by Gop; 
y iter he himſelf had been Auainted King; 
ie Ewhile he was under Perſecution from him, 
ve Noccaftond by Groundlefs Fealoufies and 
d M repreſentationt; immediately after he 
Ind Saul in his Power, which he rightly 
e Iudged not to be a Juncture for his Deli ue- 

' France ; but for a Tryal whether he would 
wait Gop's Time, or fave himſelf by 
ſtretching out His Hand againſt. the Lord's 
055 No, ſays he, The Lord ſbali 
nate him, or his Day ſpall come to Die; or 
he ſhall De ſcend into Battle and periſh, 1 Sam. 
xvi. 10. Or we may add farther what his 
don Solomon obſerves, Gop may Turn his 
Heart as the Rivers of Waters. 
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HE laft 'Tyftance J ſhall give of the 


D Evil Effects and Conſequences 0 


Healths, 'is that they are the immediate 
Cauſe and Occaſion of moſt of that Drny: 
Reneſs which is ſo common in the World 
And that it is by them that the Generality 
of Men, who can afford it, are almoſt eve. 
ry Day drawn on infenfibly to fome De- 
grees of Intemperance in Drinking; which, 
tho' they may-not come up to the Sin 0 
Drunkenefs, yet are no way juſtityable be 
fore Gop, nor confiſtent with the Characte 
of a truly good Man. For this very Rez: 
ſon they are condenmed and forbidden b 
the moſt Pious and Learned Writers again 
that Sin of Drunkeneſs. Inſtead of many 
I ſhall chufe to Quete only Two, becauſt 
what they fay to this Purpoſe isby way d 
Stating the Cafe of Conſcience, and a De- 
termination upon it. Wendelinus in Anſw: 
to this:Queſtion, (Whether it is Lawfal i 
Drink to the Health of another Man © Re. 
ſolves thus at laſt, Tho' it might not bs 
Simply and in its Own, Nature Unlawfil 
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ret> it being generally abuſed, and ſo 
many ways the Occaſion and Infirument 
ol Sin, and of Drunkeneſs in particu- 
lary His Concluſion is poſitive, that 
Ii Unlatvful; and then adds, f Let 
Curtf and Cuurtiert conſider this. Ameſius 
among his Caſes of Conſcience determines 
Idas, Me are bound to refrain all thoſe Cu- 
fams and Forms of Drinking which are art- 
Jah contrived to promote and forward: the 
Sin of Drunkeneſs.. Such as adjuring. Men 
U Drink they 24 goy the Sake of any dear 


Friend, or great Man. Sending about the 


in his Turn. And all other Rites an 

Myſteries of Bacchus . which. are invented 
to lead Men on to any Degrees of Exceſs in 
Drinking. Thus have they determined, 
and I am perſuaded that, notwithſtanding 
this evil Cuſtom hath, ſtolen in upon us, 
andthe Prejudice in Favour ofit from thence; 
yet there is no Pious and Learned Divine 
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+ Cogirent hoc Aulæ & Aulici. 2 
Abſtinendum igitur ab illis Ritibus quibus ſolet 
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be Ebrietas artificioſe promoveri. Cujus generis ſunt ad- 


ul jurationes aliorum per Nomina magna, vel chara ad 
pocula eyacuanda; circummiſſio Poculorum, ut ab 

—aennibus & ſingulis pariter exhauriantur Et 

re uzcung; ſimilia mylteria Bacchi, & manuductiones 
a exceſlum potandi, Seren EINE: 

| of 


Liquor that every Man may empty his Glaj 1 
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of Gür own Church who conſiders this Caf 
of Conltietice thozowly, Bur will make 
fte fame Decifior" that they haye done 

Ant if fo, what: Em we think. of Guy 
* K's bith ob | > {o-univeHllly 
A nt! a "0 ing to th 
Dritiug. INT FN en bon Meir: 
This c Colt Cnftom of ehe "17; eaÞen 
exactly e elcribed by + Lell inne BBl. 
 Poſtquam prima OuitiFp men 275 reno 
| Crater Magnos aner, 
tb, 8 Thing) in Pract: m S. ben, 
'8 Eeverely © Condemned, and Re. 
i TS oy Nie, Per Dinner ov . Super 
| b 7 90 55 +6 Wb mel Think all were 16 
Jrom Table, they they begin n hg tb, ant 
Sb Preparation ir ade jor Drinking 
And again, To fee. the Diſpoſition of the 
Claſſes, you mobuld inragine 425 c Rank 
untl Elle. He calls #35; f A Fort of Diſci. 
Fine in Drinking; And adds that it is, 6 
| Mark: of Infamy in any one to derline i. 
3 — the Seo 
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. ed, J. 1, 787. EY 1121 | 
Ubi conſumnnteæ — Spule & tes jam elle 
—— tunc de integro porum inſtaurant fuun, 
dans. poculorum ordines, . aciem ordinatam putes. 
1 Bibendi Diſci n 
N gravis N ſe excuſct. De Hol. & Je. 
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, "mil 
go Chriſtians in condemning this Cu⸗ 
ſtom ? And if it was fo highly wicked Ther, 


i he deſcribes it afterwards When he ſpeaks 


of Healths in that Paſſage I have before | 
quoted, is it not ſo Now 5 If he had ſeen 


the Modern Practice, cou'd he have ſet it 


aut in more lively Colours? Are not the 
Healths of All round the Table to be drank | 
firſt > And is not he thought to be flighted 
whoſe Health is paſſed over and neglectedꝰ 


Then comes on all State Healths in their 


Order; and as Sanctius lays, * When the. 
Health of your Friend or your Printe in 
poſed, it 475 in no Man Power 10 fu 1 
Tbs all-theſe Divines have aſſerted f 
be a Sin to comply; this wou'd be to 380 
Duty, or Honour, or Reſpett, to the Patron 
of te Cup; and this bers down all Vene 


kation and Regard to Gop, and a Man's 


o Conſcience. Nay" is it not come to 
that Paſs among us, that long Lt of 

Healths are epared before hand; and 
Wrote down for all publick Entertainments; 
which are drank with Noiſe and among, I 
and afterwards Printed and Publiſhed thro? | 
ee with 21 3 and Com- 


. * 3 


Cum Peiacipam aut Amicorina dener melee, 
nemo 3 obtemperare. In th. 4. 3. | 


mend a- 


C174 ) 
mendations of the Performance, to the pu- 
blick Scandal of our Chriſtianity, —þþ 
I ſhall add, here the full and poſitive 
Deciſion of the Learned ucbius upon this 
Point. After he had been deſcribing the 
Manner of Drinking Healths among the 
Heathen, and lamenting how they had pre- I 
vailed among Chriſtians. + Chriftians ſays || 
he, Now a-Days Drink the ſame Healths, fo 
nay aud have invented new ones of their - 
gun Here is a Cup of Love, or Friend- | © 
ip, or Honour, Here is Vac this, or | 
the other Perſon, or Affair; a Cup of Health 
to you, or to this, ar the other Man. No- II 
thing is more ſure than that * monſtrous || © 
W Healths are contrary to all Right Reaſon, and 
NM ſty, aud the Duty of a good Man. | 


And again in Oppoſition to all Manner of 
[ impious Healths, s he often calls them, 
drank to the Living or the Dead either 
among Heathens or 3 he hath this 
excellent Saying : We in our moſt Holy 
W Euchariſt Drink that Cup of our Saviour 


| | | 5 A . ieee She wn © 

© + Similibus kodie Chriſtiani utuntur, imo nove quoti. 

die excogitantur. Hoc tibi five tuæ gratiz Pocu- 

um, Amoris, Amicitia, Notitie, Hujus alreriufve per- 

na ſive Rei causa ; Pro tua, hujus, illiuſve Salute. 

© Certd certius conſtat immanes hujuſmodi Propinationes 

omni Rationi, Modeſtiz, probiq; Viri Officio plane 
S contrarias eſſe & inimicas. Antiq. Con. p. 362. 


= which 


e 
which he af firſt propoſed to us in his own 
Perſon, and doth fill propoſe, which we 
can tritly name the Cup of God our Saviour. 
He who makesa Feſt of Drinking Healths 
in Oppoſition to the declared Senſe and 
Judgment of ſuch Wiſe and Learned Men, 
ho have weighed and conſidered the Sub- 
jet, doth but Sport with his own Soul; 
for tho he is not by this Means drawn on 
to Downright Drunkeneſs, yet he may not 
eſcape ſuch Degrees of that Sin as hall 
render him Guilty in the Sight of Goo: 
For in the Judgment of all Divines, that is 
not the Sin of Drunkeneſs only, when 
there Ys a viſible Diſorder of Body and 
Mind; but whenthe Man is in any Degree 
indiſpoſed either for Buſineſs or Devotion. 
Every Dijorder of the Imagination, ſays 
Ameſius, From Drinking, which renders a 
Man lefs 0 for thoſe pious Duties of Rea- 
ding and Praying, 15 ſome Degree of the Sin 
of Drunkeneſs, The very Sitting long 


* Illius Servatoris noſtri Poculum, quod jipſemet no- 
bis propinavit, & adhuc propinat, in Sacroſantta illius 
Ceni bibimus; Quod quidem veriſſimè bes 6wTHpog 
ToTypiov appellare poſſumus. Ant. Conv. p. 409. 

+ Omnis perturbatio Phantaſiz ex potu, qua quis no- 


Tabifirer minus aprus redditur ad ordinaria Officia Pie- 


tatis Orationem puta & Lectionem, gradus quidam ot 
Ebrietatis. N t 
| Q 


* > +.» 

to the Drink he determines to be Sinful, 
 *Nay if they are pleaſed with Sitting to the 
Cup or Glaſſes,” to ſtay long over their Li. 
quor, and lengthen out the Time of Drinking 
Company; 'Tho' the Head is no way at. 
= fected, They are not free from the Guilt of 
W that Sin. And he 0 es this is no other 
chan what the Scripture hath. expreſly de. 
| termined already by pronouncing a + Way 
umto them that are mighty to Drink Wine, 
i And Men of Strength to Mingle ſirong 
| - Drip. i. e. To them who can fit to it long 
and not be drunk. Gop grant they may 0! 
W conſider all this well who make a Pra. I 
W- ice of Drinking Healths after every Meal, lt 
W and they who Dedicate ſeveral Hours al- 
W moſt every Evening in the Year to that Ser- £0! 
vice. | * Ft t 
This is become ſo general and ſettled a I 
Practice, that no Company think them- y 
W {elves welcome, if; after one would ima- Ie 
ine Men had done Eating and Drinking, 0 
chere is not full Preparation made for a T 


A 4- A--- —-X3-: 


long Train of Healths ; Inſomuch that Gen- L 
tlemen who are well diſpoſed; and would - 
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Si tamen ament aſſidere poculis, immorari vino, & WI 
de. — ſuas Comporaticnes, non ſunt immunes ab Wo! 
ſſto peccato. De Conſc. | | 1 
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. 
dcherwiſe decline it, are obliged in god 
Manners and Civility to promote it in their 
own Houſes; and fit to it perhaps beyond 
the Strength of their Heads or their Pur- 
ſes; to the great Conſumption of Time 
and Liquor; of the Health of their Bodies; 
and which is worſt of all, to the manifeſt 
Injury of their Souls, At firſt when Men 
have drank beyond the Supplies of Nature, 
they preſently Nauſeute any more, till by 
Degrees Cuſtom makes a greater Quantity 
of Liquor Agreeable and 8 and were 
it not for Healths Men would ordinarily 
ſtop within the Proportion allow'd by 
Goy and Nature: Theſe are really no 
other than a Pretence for Drinking more 
than Men ſhould do; and it is come to 
that Paſs, that now the Glaſs is always 
brought for the Health, and not for Sake 
of the Liquor ; and where a Man drinks 
Once purely on his own Account, he drinks 
Ten Times for another. The Sipping of 
Liquor, as the Manner is, by Spoonfuls 
tor ſome Hours together, would ſeem very 
Dull and Uncouth, as it really is, were it 
not for the naming of Healths; becauſe 
otherwiſe Men would drink they know. 
not why 2 There is no Account to be given 
ff it from Reaſon or Religion; and it is really 
2 wo 
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1 ( I 78 ) 7 an, 

as ridiculous in it felt as if Men handed an 
W Empty Glaſs to one another round the Ta- 
ble; only that this laſt would prove the 
more innocent Cuſtom of the Two. Let 
Men try whether the Liquor would not 
be very Heavy on their Hands, if they were 
W not under an Obligation to Say ſomething 
to every Glaſs, and Speak in their Drink? 
| whether they would not find it a very 
W Odd and Inſipid Thing, for a long Time 
together, to keep up a Round of Filling 
and Drinking; and ſending the Glaſs or 
W Bottle about on no other Account but 
purely for the Liquor 2 And if they find 
it ſo upon Tryal, then every one muſt own 
that the leaving off Healths muſt have one 
of the beſt Conſequences in the World; 
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of Drinking too commonly More than is 
Tis plain that 
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diving of it again would appear much 
more ſo, than the Leaving. of it off at firſt. 
And now after all theſe and many more 
ſinful Conſequences of this Cuſtom which 
have daily rung in our Ears, and that great 
Variety of Wickedneſs which ſo generally 
attends it, and of which it is. the immedi- 


ate Cauſe ; muſt Igo about to prove the 


Unlawtulneſs ofthis Practice to Chriſtians ? 
O the Dreggs of Chriſtianity that we are 
fallen into! wherein nothing will ſerve to 
evince Matters of Duty but Demonſtration ; 
and wherein Men are on all Occaſions de- 
ceiv d with this deluſive Conſequence, | 
that if an Action is in it ſelf Indiferent, it ' 


muſt likewiſe be ſo in Reſpe& of Mens 


Conſciences in the Practice of it. Is not tifis 
the very Rock on which Millions of Souls, 
have been caſt away; and which gave Oc- 
hon for that Excellent Saying, Licitis pe- 
rimus omnes? It Drinking of Healths be a 
Thing in it ſelf Indifferent, what hath 4 
Man to do more than to put all theſe evil 
Conſequences, and great Variety of Guilt 
which 10 generally attends it into the Bal- 
lance; and ſee what Cogent Reaſons and 
Forcible Inducements there are to continue 
the Practice of it, which ſhall out-weigh 
them all ? He will find it at beſt but an in- 
5 ſignificant 
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fenificant empty Formality ; without any 
W denſe or Meaning in Nature or Religion; 
e Nonſenſe and Contradiction in the 


ords; Abſurd and Ridiculous in the Pra- 
ctice; a dreadful Perwerting of the Ends 
for which Gop hath given us Drink; 


W fraught with many Evil Implications in it 
W ſelf; and attended with a Maſs of Iniquity 
W in the World which can never be ſepara- 
© ted from it in the general Practice, what- 
ever may be performed in ſingle Inſtances, 
When all this is conſider d, then let a Man 
tell me whether the Keeping 0 this Cu- 
ſtom in the World be more for th 
of Gop, or for the diſhonouring of him? 
More for the Good and Edification of Souls, 
or for the Deſtru&ion and Damnation of 
= them? And then TI ſhall leave him to be 


or the Honour 


- acquitted or condemn'd by his own An- 
wer, © VV 55 

7 Whereſoevera Sin is forbidden in Scripture, 
l Things which Lead into it are forbid- 
den; all the Means and Occafions of it; and 

Whatever is uſed by way of Inticeing and 
Allurement. Nor is it any Juſtification for 

Jen ta ſay we will leaye out all thoſe 

F 1a and drink Healths without any of 
"thoſe ſinful Purpoſes to which others uſe 
hem; For beſides that this is more than 


we 2A ma © oO cSvp =. 


c „ 2 „ 


— 
roy 


== >= Cd 


( 181 ) 

my Man can promiſe to hiniſelf, and is 
therefore a Tempting of Gop; he ought to 
conſider that, whena Cuſtom once obtains 
ſo as to be the Means and Occaſion of much 
Wickedneſs in the World, every ſingle Acti- 
on is then chargeable in no ſmall De- 
gree with all the evil Conſequences of it; 
and he that uſes that Cuſtom tho innocent- 
ly, yet makes himſelf howeyer Partner 
in other Mens Sins, So all the Sins 
that are drawn on by the Cuſtom of Drin- 
king of Healths, Nun into it; they all have 
one and the ſame Cauſe ; and tend to the 
lame common Center; every ſingle Adi» | 
on is Tainted with the ſame ſpreading In- 
ſoction, and partakes of the ſame Guilt 
and Pollution, And there is a plain and 
obyious Reaſon for this, namely becauſe 
you are bound in Conſcience to prevent | 
the ſpreading of Wickedneſs in the World, 
and as much as in you lies to cut off all 
the Means and Occaſions of it; and tis as 
obvious that by the ſinking of this Cuſtom * 
of Healths, a Multitude of Sins would be 

evented But whoſoever continues drin- 
ing of them keeps Up the Cuſtom; he 
pives it Authority and Countenance ; and 
conſequently ſupports and encourages all 
that Variety of Wickedneſs it is the Inſtru- | 


ment 


e 
ment of in the World; and ſpreads that In: 
fection which will ſurely catch Others, ths 
he eſcape Himſelf. This .is the putting a 
*Stumbling Block or an Occaſion of Falling in 

Hir Brother's Way, The giving of Scandal 
is by an Action in it ſelf not ſinful, but by 
becoming the Occaſion of Sin to another it 
loſes its Indifference ; it changes its Nature 
into thoſe very Sins it occaſions; and brings 
the. Guilt of him to whom it becomes a 

Snare, upon the Head of that Perſon who 

WW helped to lay it in his way; which whoſoe- 

ver conſiders rightly, will reſolve with the 

good Sr. Matthew Hales, Never to Drink 
an Health while the World ſtands. 

And here Imuſt obſerve that Men argue 
| fallaciouſly when from a Single, unpremedi. 

tated Act, Ignorantly done, and without De. 

fen they infer the Lawfulneſs of a Pre- 
| wailing Cuſtom : The Drinking of an Health 
in one Single Inſtance, without Thought or 

Defign ſeems to be a very flight Thing, 

ad to have but little of Guilt or Sin init; 

and fo it really is, and hardly worth a 

Cbeck or ſerious Notice. But the true way 

olinſerring is quite the contrary, viz, That 

tho the Thing is very Little in it ſelf, and 
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the Guilt of it lo ſmall that it is hardly di- 
ſcernable in the ſingle Action, without a 
narrow View; yet when it comes to be a- 
Prevailing Cuſtom, and ſpread univerſal- 
ly; to be carried on by many to great 
Heights of Impiety ; and to be made the 
Inſtrument and Means of a great Vane 
of general Wickedneſs; then that Evil 
which was but Small before, receives a 
great Acceſſion of additional Guilt, it chan- 
ges its Nature, ſwells into a monſtrous: 


$ize, and becomes an Inſtance of a Crying 
National Sin. | 


Crna? IV; 


Hs produced plain Reaſons, and 
5 


reat Authorities for the Unlaw- 
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fulneſs of drinking Healths, ſuch as ſeem } 


ſo cogent and weighty that no private Chri- 
ſtian can with Satety to his Soul ſet 
up his own particular Judgment in Oppo- 
ſition to them all, and without Danger of 
living in habitual Sin; which tho' it were 
really ſmall in it ſelf, muſt ceaſe to be ſo 
when perſiſted in habitually and obſtinate- 


ly : I need not ſpin out this Diſcourſe to 
t 


t Length as to conſider every frivolous 
Objection which Ignorance or Prejudice may 


ſuggeſt, 


op „ + 2B 
ſaggeſt. Thoſe that may be made with 
the beſt Colour and faireſt Shew, and to 
which the reſt may be referred, are theſe, 
I. The Firſt Obje&ion is from Rom. ry, 
15. which ſays that Where there is no Law 
there is no Tranſgreſſion. There is no Law 
ainft Drinking Healths, therefore it isno 
Sin. But this Text hath a Reference only 
to the Ceremonial Law of Moſes, and means 
no more in St. Paul's Reafoning than this; 
that Juſtiſication muſt be by the Righteouſ- 
neſt of Faith, and Holyneſs of the Goſpel; 
and Condemnation by that Ceremonial Law, 
Why? Becauſe the Holyneſs of Faith was 
of Eternal Obligation before that Law was 
in Being; which when it came, was ſo 
Ss far from giving any additional Strength to 
cat Juſtification by Faith which was ſo fa- 
mous in the Perſon of Abraham, that it was 
an Obſtruction and Hinderance to it, by re- 
uiring a literal Unerring Obedience; and 
Wis leaving all that were under it liable to 
the Wrath of Gop: But there being no 


fach Law in a State of Faith and Goſpel 


Holynefs, there is Room left to be reſtored 
to Mercy and Favour; For where there is 
0 fuch Law as requires unerring Obedi- 
ence, there is no ſuch Condemnation as that 


Lau adjudgeths and pronounceth, And if 
| it 
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it were otherwiſe, that we were ſubject to 


that Law ſtill, then that Faith of Abrabam 
ſo much celebrated, and the Promiſe 9 

Juſtification made on Account of ſuch Faith, 
muſt be intirely void to all his believing 
Poſterity both Jews and Gentiles; From 
whence you ſee how very wrongfully this 
Text, which is produced by St. Paul only to 
ew our Freedom from the Ceremonial 


Law, is quoted to excuſe us from great | 


Degrees of that Evangelical Holyneſs it is 
apply d to Promote and Advance. 
But let us ſuppoſe St. Paul laid this 
down as a General Rule, to prevent Peo⸗ 
ples ſcrupl ing any Thing againſt which there 
is not a very plain poſitive Law; which 
was far from his Heart, and from the Scope 
of his Diſcourſe. Tho this might be a 
good Rule Rightly underſtood, and with 
very clear and proper Limitations ; yet 
there is not any Thing in the World more 
fatally dangerous to be miſtaken; and 
which may otherwiſe prove the greateſt } 
Mare that poſſibly any Man can lay for 
the Deſtruction of Souls. For what other 
Effect could it have, but that of encouraging 
all People to walk upon the very Blk 
of the deen Pit; when they ſhould 
keep e Far off from it as poſs 
= * An | le 


. ( 186 ) 
ible? The bringing Men in all Inſtances of 
Duty to Border upon Vice, and to come 
as near tranſgreſſing as is conſiſtent with 0 
avoiding of it? What a ſtrange fort of 
Chriſtian would that Perſon make, who D 
veſolved to do any Thing not Expreſly for- | Pt 
baden by a Poſitive Law ; and to perform I th 
Nothing for which there is not an Expreſs W 
Command? Can there be any Fallaqy 
more deſtructive to Souls than this ? And 
& there any one Thing more incumbent 5 
# 
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on the Clergy than to open Mens Eyes in 
This very Particular? However for thoſe 
"Who muſt and will take that Text in a Senſe 
which the Apoſtle never deſigned, let them 
allow theſe Two Limitations, and we ſhall 
Have no Contention. 

Firſt, That the General Precepts ol 
Scripture are to be a Rule of Conſcience; 
that whatſoever is againſt Them is Sinful, 
as well as what is againſt Particula 
Precepts ; and that all Things are forbidden 
Which by natural and eaſy Deduction cin 
be ſhewn to be inconſiſtent with them. As E 
| | for Inſtance, 1 Cor. x. 31. Whatſoever ye ſ 
, do all to the Glory of God, is a Gene- 
ral Rule; and exactly to our preſent Pur- i 


- poſe, becauſe Drinking is one Thing ſpeci 
in that Text. Now if upon Conlide- 
he ED, ration 


(187) | 
ration you find that the Manner of Drin: | 
king. to the Health, Proſperity, Succeſs, 
c. of Perſons and Affairs is either in it 
LAH, or in its Conſequences plainly to the 
Diſhonour of Gov, then you lin againſt that 
Precept; and ſhall be as accountable for 
that Practice, as it the Drinking an Health 
were expreſly forbidden. So again Epheſ. 
Iv. 29. where tis ſaid that our G 
ion or Converſation muſt be That which 
# good to the Uſe of Edifying ; This like- 
wile 1s a general Precept, Now it out 
Communication or Fellowſhip with one a- 
nother by Drinking of Healths be not to 
The Uſe of Edifying, as all other cuſtomary 
Expreſſions of Civility and Reſpe& are: 
But ſo. far from Edifying others, that it is 
the Occaſion of much Sin in the World, and 


Þ tends rather to their Damnation; then we 


lin againſt that General Rule, and are ne- 


Zee the. leſs Guilty of a Sin, becauſe Healths 


ae not expreſly forbidden. 
A Second Limitation of that general 
Rule is from the Principles of Right Rea- 


ſor inſtructed and improved by Learning 


d Education, and reQify'd by. a {incere 


Piet „which qualify. Men, not only for 
better judging upon all the Duties of 
| Natural Religion, but for the right Inter- 


pretation | 


— 
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pretation of Scripture; and for ſhewing what 
Things by plain Implication and direct 
Conſequence are agreeable to, or inconſiſtent 
with the Tenour of the Goſpel, and a true 
Spirit of Chriſtianity, And theſe Dedu. 

ions and Reaſonings are not to be accor- 
ding to every Bodies Fancy, and Humour; 


but ſuch as are Judged and Determined 


by Pious and Learned Men, who have 
taken Matters into particular Confideration, 
ſuch as I have produced upon this Subject 
of Healths. Inſtead of many, I fhall pro- 
duce but one Inſtance out of Philip. rv. 8. 
Whatſoever Things are True, whatſoever 
Things are honeſt, whatſoever Things are 
Juſt, "whatſoever Things are Pure, © what- 
ſoever Things are Lovely, what ſewer Things 
are of good Report; if there be any Virtue, 
and if there be any Praiſe, think on theſe 
Things. It there were no other Rule of 
Conſcience but Expreſs, Particular, Po- 


fitive Laws, all this very General Precept 
wou'd be of no Uſe; and there wou'd be 


bo Occaſion. tor leaving ſo great a Latitude 
of interpoſing the beſt and moſt improved 


Ser ipture, and Duties of Religion, Tis 
y this we muſt judge what is True and 
el or-yenerable' as the Original is, 
te, 5 * 3 . * r 981 
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What is Pure, and Lovely, and of Good 
Report; what is Virtuous, and what is Praiſe- 
nt worthy. And now I appeal to the Judg- 
zel ment of every Man's Conſcience, whe- 
ther the Cuſtom of Drinking Healths be 
r. True, and Faſt, and Honeſt which you have 
7; ſeen, in the Judgment of Pious and Lear- 
d ned Men, is a Profanation of what Goo 
ve hath appropriated to his own Worſhip, | 
n, and therefore in Effect a Wrong done to 
ct | him, and the robbing him of his Honour? 
0- Whether that can be Pure which carries ſo | 
8. many wicked Implications in the very Na- 
e ture of it, as T have ſhewn? Whether that 
e can be Lovely, which hath neither Senſe nor 

u-. Mzaning in Nature, or Grace; and is a plain 
7; © perverting of Drink to the Health of others, | 
e, Which Gop hath given us for our own? | 
ſe Whether that can be ot Good Report, which 
of hath fill'd the World with Noiſe and Ru- 
- mours of new Inſtances of horrible Impie- | 
pt ties daily related even in our publick Pa- 
be pers? Whether that can be Virtuous which 
de ¶ hath let in upon us a Flood of Iniquity, e- 
ed ven to its becoming a Reigning National 
of Lin 2 And whether that can be Praiſe-wor- 
is | thy, which ſtands condemned in the Judg- 
ment of the beſt and wiſeſt Men of every 
is; | Age, who have been at the Trouble of | 
at | conſidering the Subject ? "+ = -_ 
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S.  TFcannot paſs this without deploring the 
dangerous Condition of thoſe Multitudes 
of Chriſtians, who groſly miſtaking theSenſe 
and Application of that Saying of St. Paul's 
8 Rom. iv. 15. and —.— theſe Limi- 
s zations of it, have no ſufficient Regard ; 
= to the Judgment of their Teachers. Upon 
= this Preſumption they wholly lay aſide all I i; 
Dependance upon their Opinion or Directi- I a 
eon; or upon the Determinations and Deciſi- H 
dens of the Church in Matters of Faith and 
Practice: They abound, in their own Senſe, k 
and judge for themſelves, which neceſſarily I 
runs them into many Errors in Opinion and I 
Practice; i Live and Die full of their 8 


on Enthbufiaſtick Notions, and fo perih I « 

for want of that common Prudence they I d 
never fail to uſe in all Things relating to | 6 
= their Bodies and Eftates ; namely the pay- I te 
ing 4juſt Deference to the Judgment and Di- In 
rection of ſuch whoſe Proſeſſton and Study a 
= they allow it is to underſtand the Scriptures, I o 
if and all Matters of Religion and Duty. This I & 
is what will render their Ignaranct and Er- g 
eur inexcuſable' in the great Day, and it I 0 
= cannot in the mean Time be ſufficiently o 
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CHAT. V. 


* Grand Objection is from 
1 Cor. 10. 29. Why is my Liberty 
judged of another Man's Conſcience? The 
Turn given this Text by the Obje&ors fl 
is this, Why ſhould any one elſe con- 
demn me for doing what I think to be Law=- | 
ful 2 Whereas the Context ſhews it to mean 
ite the contrary, viz. Why ſhould I do || 
that which ſhall Subject me to the Condem= | 
nation of another Man's Conſcience, tho | 
+4 my 0wn? But take it in the firſt i 
Senſe, is not the very Inſtance of Drinking 
excepted at the 22d Verſ. which we are to: | 
do in ſuch a Manner as ſhall be for the 
Glory of God, and that it give no Occaſion F 
to the Sins of others. But you will ſay, | 
muſt I leave off every Thing that others 
abuſe to Sin? No, for then you muſt leave 
off Drinking, which is Neceſſary ; but tis 
that Manner of Drinking which others fo | 
generally abuſe to Sin, that you are to leave } 
oft; which is certainly no Matter of D 
or Neceſſity; and at beſt but a Thing in ie 
felf Inaifferent. 
The Scripture Notion of Chriſtian Liber 
j is our Freedom from Legal LO j 
% an | 


( 192 } 


and there cannot be a greater Abuſe of 


' thoſe Texts which mention it, than to ap- 
ply them to the Juſtification of ſuch Pra- 
Ctices, as are directly deſtructive of Ewan. 


4 


gelical Holineſs. The Uſe too often made of 
chem and the Conſequence drawn from 
them on this and the like Occaſions is, That 
becauſe we are freed from Legal Obſervan- 
ces, therefore now we need ſcruple No- 
thing that is not Peremptorily, and Expreſl 
forbidden. Whereas the true Conſequence 
is quite the contrary, becauſe we are Freed 
from ſuch Obſervances as have no real inhe- 
rent Holyneſs in them, we are to aſpire at- 
ter thoſe Things wherein the true Power of 
I! - Godlineſs conſiſts; by avoiding every 
Thing which may in any Degree leſſen 
or impair it, and by abſtaining even from 
whatever hath any Semblance or Appea- 
vance of Evil. And accordingly the Rules 
laid down by Caſuiſts for our Direction 
in the Exerciſe of what Men under this 
t Miſtake call their Chriſtian Liberty, are 
| theſe. | — 
I. That in all Matters of Duty we ſhould 
rather do too much than too little ; becauſe 
dis certain that Chriſtian Liberty doth not 
WH free a Man from the Practice of any Grace 
or Virtue, or from the Attainment of any 
[18 | the 


th 


of 


ap- 
ra- 
an. 


ane 
the greateſt Degrees of them. The Rule 
here is to do as much as we can, and be 
ever Preſſing on forward towards the grea- 
teſt Perfection in all Inſtances of Virtue 
and Goodnels, that is attainable by us. This 
is the true Teſt of a Man's Sincerity in Re- 
ligion in this World; and this is the great 
Foundation of that Diſtinction which will 
be made between good and bad in the Day 
of Judgment; at which time there will no 
Doubt be given great Allowances to the 
manifold Infirmities of Human Nature 
where there is Sincerity ; but none where 


Fit is not found: And he who is ſolicitousto 
know how Much a Man may leave i- 


done and be Saved, will perform no more 
than he is abſolutely obliged to. When a 
Man divides ſo Rigorou 
and Himſelf, that he will give him nothing 


more than his own; 'tis a certain Sign of 


Hypocriſy at the Heart, whatever a Man's 
outward Performances are; and he who 


will not make it his Aim tot be as good as 


he Can, is likely to come ſhort of being 


15 good as he Ought to be. So that the 
iry in this Particular is as it ſhould be | 


Inquiry 
n all Caſes of this Nature, Which is beſt 


Drinking of Healths, or letting them alone ? f 
Which is moſt expedient? Which 1 | 


B b 


between Gop 


| Frailty of Human Nature. I ſhall Inſtance 


che Context, Idle Words ſeem to be imme- 


(01949 
for the Glory of Gop, and the Edification 
| of Souls? And this will determine every 
Perſon who is truly Sincere, and who rea- 
ches after Chriſtian Perfection. 
Now the very Reaſon why the Goſpel ] J. 
hath not deſcribed all the Degrees of EIN 
vangelical Holineſs in expreſs poſitive Pre- 
cepts ; and ſet out the Bounds of Virtue ] th 
and Vice in alt Inſtances as open to Mens I & 
View as thoſe of Land, ſo that every Man I b. 
that walks may know when he Steps over I a1 
them is, that it might leave a Latitude and 
open Field of Exerciſe for Men ever to pur- 
| ſue what is moſt excellent; the Deſign of 
it being not to make Men good in fuch a 
Degree, but as good and holy as they are 
Wil capable of. And this holds out 4 good 
Ligbt to us in the Interpretation of many 
Texts of Scripture which have great ap- 
pearing CY as ſeeming impracticable 
and unreaſonable Reſtrictions upon the 


but in one, Matth. x11. 36. Every idle Word 
that Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall give an Ac- 
count thereof in the Day of es nor By 


I. I. SS os ow ey wo ww non oh 1 ir af = 


Wl diately apply'd to the Bla phemy of the 
WI Phariſees, who attributed our Savious's 
caſting out of Devils to Belgebub; and yet 
0 F ; , 4 iii f by 
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by the Propriety of the Word azysv, and 
by the Expreſſion being ſo general, tis 
more than probable that the Text is de- 
ſigned to comprehend even all Uſeleſs, 
ain, Trifling Expreſſions in Converſation. | 
How -then will you point out certainly | 
what Words and Expreſſions come under 
this Prohibition, and what not? Perhaps 
this will be Matter of no ſmall Drfficulty ; | 
but what our Saviouk defign'd is Plain, 
and Obwiows, and Certain, namely that the 
more careful we are not only to avoid all 
Words and Expreſſions Directly Sinful, but | 
even ſuch as are Triflng and Uſeleſs tis ſo 
much the better: And the more our whole 
Converſation is adapted to the Glory of | 
Gop, and the promoting Religion and Ho- 
lineſs, tis ſo much the more acceptable. | 
And this is not. Mine, but St. Paul's Com- 
ment upon thoſe Words of our Saviour | 
in Eph. rv. 26. Let no corrupt Communica- | 
tion proceed out of your Mouth; This is 
not — — 5 * But 2 which | 
is good to the Uſe of Edifying, that it may 
minifter race pr Har And holy | 
[ leave it to the Breaſt of any ſincere Chri- 
ſtian whether Healths in all their Forms 
are not Idle Words? And that too with 
this additional Agęra vation, that they are 
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- joyn'd to that which is an Idle Action at 

beſt; both which are the Reſult of Delihe- 
rate Choice, and become the daily Practice 
of moſt People thro the Courſe of their 


R eee 
2. Another Rule laid down for the Uſe 


of our Chriſtian Liberty is, That in Mat- fa. 
ters of Indifferency, we . ſhou'd. rather take I Vi 
too little of our Liberty, than too much; Not 
the Reaſon of which is becauſe the Tranſ- Ned 
tion from Virtue or Innocence to Vice is in I ſio 
many Cales Imperceptible, and a Man hath I ſer 
no way gf Safety but by keeping at as! 
great a Diſtance from Vice as he can; by NCI 
cutting off all Approaches and Occaſions of I fu 
Sin; checking it in its Beginings; and ſup- £Si 
preſſing it in its Temptations, Incentives, Ic 

and Allurements. The being ſolicitous and w 
eager about the exact Bounds of Lawful 4g 
W and Unlawful is a very bad Sign; itſhews la 
Man is willing to take all the Liberty he l 
can, and ſuch an one will ſeldom ſtop IU. 
| where he ought to do. A Perſon truly It 
Religious never troubles his Mind with In 
ſuch Nice Diſquiſitions concerning the ex- I 


1 


act Meaſures of indiſpenſible Duty; but 


reſolves a 


|| 2 pate ae all Things which 
| have 


te-Colqur or Appearance of Evil. And 
indeed there is no acting with any Peace 


Or 
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t Nor Security to a Man's Mind upon the Re- 
- I falt of ſuch Diſquiſitions, Viz, where Vir- 
e ue Ends, and Vice Begins; this depen- 
r {ding upon ſuch infinite Variety of Circum- 
lances. But to decline all Approaches. of 
e Guilt, and reſolve at once to keep at a Di- 
— fance from Sin, and, never border. upon 4 
Vice is ſhort and eaſy. Thus all Oueſtiont 
; Jof Duty, otherwiſe Involved and Perplex- 
;- ed, admit of one plain and obvious Deci- 
n Ion namely, Which is ſafeſt? And which 
h Nlerves the Ends of Religion beſt 2. . re. 
s | 3- A Third Rule for our Dire&ion in 
y [Chriſtian Liberty is, That in Things doubt- 
of ul, we ever chuſe the tateſt Side, i. e. the 
ide on which we are ſure there is no Sin. 
„ [Contra dubitationem praclicam, ſays Ammeſius 
d with all the Caſuiſts, Non licgt. quigquanm 
al Nagere.” In all Matters. herein a Man im 
vs ſat perfect Liberty to act, or not to act; when 
1e Iance be hath a 25 Ground of Selene or 
Doubt. whether a. be Lawful or ne; | 
that Doubt is of i 5 Nasen enough 1e 
nabe him forbear that 1 5 Says the late 
bacellent . e Of I ix ws | 


err K — 


— — - 


In his nme upon this Sabjedt o of Chriſtian — * 
which hpſoever Ready for the Matei his Conſci- 
nce in that | 


Point, I am 
og Bec Poor, I am. perepraded will aver; Dn 
7% ſoe ver 
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-  foever is not of Faith is Sin, ſays a yet grea- 


Thing unobſerved which is generally over- 
looked, and that is, that where Men Dou. 
they are oblig d not to do ſo long; there 
muſt be ſays Aimeſius in all ſuch Caſes Dili. 
gens Inquiſitio an Earneſt Search after the 
Right; a ſolicitous diligent Enquiry, and 
the beſt Means muſt be uſed for the Informa- 
tion of our Judgments, and then we are 


bound to decide one way or other; either 
do ceaſe our Scruple, or Determine politively 


Scruples without this, either thr Want o 
thus weighing the Matter throly ; from: 
ſupine Neglect, and Unconcernedneſs in 


Matters of Conſcience; or from that Per- 


apainſt the Action. But if we caſt off our 


| * Verſeneſs and Obſtinacy which is ever the 


Effect of ſtrong Prejudice and Prepoſſeſſion; 
then, tis true, the Mind will feel no Pain 


or Uneaſineſs, but tis from the ſame Caule 


that a callous and benunim'd Part of our 

[| * Fleſh is void of Senſe. ys 

4. The laſt Rule I ſhall now mention 
for the Exerciſe of our Chriſtian Liberty, 


ter Caſuiſt. I muſt not here leave another 


dy 
in 


chat of St. Paul 1 Cor. vin. 9. Take heciſ mi 
et by am Means this Liberty of yours be. IId 


. g 


come a ſtumbling Block to them that are weak ÞÞy 
| And'again x. 3 2. That we uſe it ſo as I. clic 
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6 ve 10 Offence. The Meaning of which 
not that we muſt never do any indifferent 
Thing at which others are Diſobliged, and 
NI Diſguſted ; are Uneaſy, and Diſturbed ; ac- 
ref] cording to the groſs Application of theſe | 
. Texts by our Separatiſts, But the Rule is 
gel that we muſt forbear ſuch Things as are in- 
ad nocent in Themſelves, when they become 
a- an Occaſion of drawing Others into the a- 
ref tual committing of ſome Sin by their Imi- 
erfſiation of us; or drive them in*o Infidelity | 
Nor Schzſ72 by what they have cauſeto believe 
Violation of ſome expreſs Law of Gop. 
There are in Scripture Two Inſtances of 
giving Offence or Scandal to Weak Bre- 
u chren, which are to be a Rule and Direction 
Id us in all other Caſes of Offence what- 
ſever. | 
fl The Firſt is that ofa Man's Eating Meat | 
mofered to Idols, 1 Cor. 8. which he might 
Lawfully do, ſo he did not Eat it As offered 
to an Idol; or was not Told that it was tobe | 
eaten As ſuch : This drew others into Sin 
jonfſoy an Imitation of him, and a Compliance 
In his Practice; for tho he eat it As co- 
eedſming from Gop, and not As offer'd to an 
be. Iaol; yet others Leſs knowing might there- 
aby be enticed to eat it without that Diſtin- 
Ticlion, and fo be lead into Idolatr). * 
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the lee Prinking Healths even on 
4 Su jofitiof their Tndifferhcy7 ; Men 
of p ad Kt owledge may think to pra- 
ctice Men "without choſe manifold "Abuſe 
that'are fo notorious and common in the 
World; and yet by the Practice of them, as 
they imagine innocently ; Others who can 
not diſtinguiſh ſo nicely, or are leſs upon 
their Guard, and have not that exact Con: 
cern for Duty and Conſcience, are thereby 
led on to many great and grievous Sins. 
Tt 4 9827 1 Inftance is that of a Gentile 
eating Meat unclean by the Lau of Moſes} 
Rom. 14. 'L e. by the Law of Gop, Which 
he knew he was not obliged to obſerve 
that Law being Aboliſnhed: This Breach 
of Moſers Law was fo offenſive and ſcanda. 
lous to the weak and i ignorant "that 
he would reje&t'the Goſpel, rather than 
communicate with the Geigiles. 
And now in the Name f Unity and 
Churth: -Ch1irntnnion How atEattherotthele 
Caſes Applicable to our Secterteb, To as to 


bri Fra under the Dern: of 


Weak Brethren * What particufar Sif cal 


rb If Rk; at the Enchariſt would 


dra\ 


© they name which they Would be drawn 5. 
to the committal of by Imitatior of us or 
lying in any part of Sur Pb HER Wit- 


fe 
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thy 
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draw them on to worſhip the Bread or the 


muſt not do ſo; this would be giving 0 
fence and Scandal to weak Brethren. 
the wearing of a Surplice would occaſion 
their worſhiping of Saints, or their beit 
guilty of any other Sin that can og. | 
then this ought to be laid aſide as a Stum- 
bling Block in the way of weak Brethren. 
Sc. And ſo again for the Second Inſtance, 
which Separati/ts lean moſt upon, what Law 
of Gop do we tranſgreſs by any, Part of 
our Worſhip, which ſhould ſcandaize them 
to that Degree that it ſhould drive them 
into Schifm 2 If they can aſſign no Inſtance 
of Actual Sin, which they ſhould be led in- 
toby a Compliance with us ; nor any Breach 
of the Law of Gop weare guilty of, which 
is ſufficient Ground for Offence and Scandal, 
why will they ever take to themſelves the 
Name of Weak Brethren in a Goſpel Senſe, 
tho others in Exceſs of Charity give it them 2 
But the Separati(is at laſt place the Of- 
fence or Scaudal in this, namely that by 
complying with us they are led into _ 
inſt their Judgment and Opinion; He 
Ke daubteth is Damned if he Eat, becauſe. 
be eateth not of Faith, i. e. With the Con- 


Wine, tho' the Church tells them yd 
If 


- Iiitionand Perſuaſion of his Mind; But it 


1 18 


— I FR wo 


—_— rr . rr een ee EY A ˙· 


eee) | 
is plaiti from'theſe Inſtances, that if every 
Dolabting Ohriſtian were a Weak Brother, 
then every Thing would be giving Offence 
. or Scandal, which another pleaſes to call fo; 
this is a ſtrange Wreſting of Scripture." No, 
they only are Weak, who doubt with ſome 
Colour of Probable Reaſon ; both the Scrip: 
ture Inſtances fuppole a reafonable Ground 
of Scxuple The weak and offended Per- 
ſon could tell his Brother, the Meat he eat 
was offered to an Idol, therefore it was an 
Tdolatrens Act in him to eat it; and the Weak 
Jed could tell the Gentile that the Meat 
de eat was Uuclean by an exprefs Lai of 
Gop; Theſe were ſubſtantial Grounds: of 
Scruple, and they could never comply 
Without Sin, till theſe were removed. But 
had the weak Brother taken Offence, and 
niet been able to tell why; nor aſſign an 
fajr Cauſe or rational Ground of bis Oi 
fence, he had not been a Vent, but 
Per Ur and Obſiizate: Brother. 
Our Searatiſts are ſo furfrom having any 
juſt C round or Reaſon for their Doubts oi 
Scruples, or beingiable to aſſign dur Breacł 
of any Law; that on the contrary. all the 
Laws of Gop and Mintaeleepredly 
them: And when they cannotafſigna Vio 
lation of any Eaw ef Cob either by U 


again. 


„ r + . een 
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"= Cam OR 
ty Nor by Themfelrves in complying with us, 
er, ¶ their Jaſt Refuge is that they oui and Scru- 


ice ¶ ie ufỹ Worthip; as if this alone were e- 


lo; N nough to give them the Title of Weak 
do, Brethren, and render us guilty, of laying 
ne Stumbling Blocks in their Way, and driving 
1p- I them into Schiſm. Whereas if Mens bare 
nd Doubting were an Excuſe for Schiſm, wh 

et- mould it not be an Excuſe for Infidelity ? It 
eat might be pleaded by a Jem, Turk, Infidel 
an or Deiſt; as well as by a Quaker, Anabap- 
al tiſt, Independent or Preshyterian : For they 
eat likewiſe doubt and ſcruple all our Doctrine 
oi and Worſhip; but their Doubts are not foun- 
olf ded upon any Reaſon, but upon inveterate 
phy Wade, If it is ſaid the Latter believe 
Zutf in CnRISsT, but the Former do not, this 
ud alters not the Nature of the Thing; for 


if Bare doubting without any Fair Ground þ 


Hef Doubt be an Excuſe: for One. Sin, why 


may it not be an Excuſe for another? And | 


they both agree in this, that they have Re- 


u (wowed. Communion with the Church. 
But let this paſs; if bare doubting without 
Ardund entitles People to the Character 
of. Weak Bret hren, why are not Ariant, 


acn 
the 


* "Speimians 5 Muggletonians &c. Weak Bre- 1 
gend For theſe doubt many Things in our 
Doctrine and Worſhip, as tie Prerbyterians | 
01 0 a EPs ee eee 
"2 do, 


Halt; or Meats legally 4 Heap Aike they 
| eſteemed thoſe Things:Indifferent;4ndthen 
dtpretended: Doubts and 


| 


| 
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do ve only without any Colour of 'Boun- 


dation in "expreſs Scripture, but directiy 


1 e So. that you ſee as He bb . 
3 damned if 9. eat, till he removes 


vithut Doubt: So Wien may be damned for 
1 Doubring witliout Cauſe ; and for continuing 
139 ſuch Donbts and Scruples, as haven 10 
plain Foundation in the Word of Gop. 
But theSeparatiſts or Others forthem, ma 


:2Anſwer, That Infidels and Hereticłs doubt I 


the eb of Chriſtianity, whereas It 


they only doubt in Things Ind erent." Yes, 


this is the great Fallacy that deceives' Them 


into Schiſm, and Others into the Coume- -* 


nance and Support of it. But if they doubt 


only about T hings Indifferent they are bon- || 


demned out of their own Mouths, and in- 


tire give up the Character they glory n, a 
Fes hat'of Weak Brethren; tor there is 


o ſuch Caſe in all the Sc 
zubting but concerning 


428 Mens 


{Laws of Gov, as Eating 


That. Pretence broke off ( Communion. Or 


fare 


125 


J: Jed. abſolutely Gee tes | 


nd npon n 


over to 28 this not Þ 1! 
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un Per verſcnoſt. Alas] If this were true 
bat ithey only doubted Things meerly in- 
ifferent and nothing more, ad agreed with 


us, in Eſſentialr, the Schiſm would ſoon fail. 


But even the + Presbyterians,':who+ may | 
:day this with the beſt Colour, do differ 
rom us in Eſſentials; they live in open 
Oppoſition to the Expreſs Word of Go in 
{Many Inſtances; they hold Opinions dire- 
Kily op poſite to the received Doctrine of 
the Church in all Ages, and to What is 
2Eftabliſhed in our own ; and have Emtbu- | 
offaftick Notions intirely deſtructive 1 2 ra- 
Mica Holineſs. 
1du This Cale lay directly in may Way Ys and | 
ht it better to ſtop a little-to -ſhew | 
zit in this clear Light, than ſtep over it; 
abecauſe, tho it is thus Plain and Evident, 
ai yet it hath been rally Mifwnderlood | 
mid Miſapplyed ;- o that nothing hath con- 
- |-xributed/ more to the Countenauce and Sup- 
port bf Sthifin and Schiſmazicks, than that | 
vOpinion of cheir being Weak Brethren, | 
vawhichi you ſee hath row. leaſt Colour or 
1Poundation: in Seripture. Nay ſo far from 
| tire prin Once 10d Sandals lion 
10 oi) 2: Wt 
Jon 7 V 
e View of the 2 lay. The 2 
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their Side, Who in St. Pauls Language De- 
pile 2 Tues and Lay a ſtumbling Block, 
4 ig 75 ſion 1 from the Church, 
Way of their Brethren, under Pre- 
n e. Scruple, without any plain Foun- 
dation in the Laws of Gop or Max: 
Atter this ſhort Stay I deſire my good Rea- 
i. der to paſs on again, and bring the Cuſtom 
f Drinking Healths to a Teſt and Tryal, 
by eachof theſe Four Rules, and then let 
 lymtell me whether the leaving them off 
be any Injury to his Chriſtian Liberty 2 And 
| -whether, upon Suppoſition the Thing were 
| 


. 


in its own Nature perfectly indifferent, he 
is pt und in Conſcience to forbear its 
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3 HE RE are om other Objcftion of 
1 a leſſer Sie, which ought not to be 
quite paſſed over; as That the publiſhing 
A Diſcourſe againſt Healths at this Juntture, 
i not nl. If this Word "Upſeaſd- 
alle is to be underſtood in 4 Political 
Senſe, and that the Force of the Objection 
. onſiſts in this, That the Cuſtom is in our 
eme to ſo great an Height, that This 
i have been looked c as the Two 
Nes upon which the e 
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- ind Revolutions moye; inſomuch that you | 
þ; ay every where obſerve a mighty Party 
ch, ſwggle in Drinking Dow: oue Miniſtry, 
e- and Drinking Up another; and that this is 
. | performed with as much [ nduſiry and Applix 

eation as if they were to ſtand or fall. and 
a- all the Grand Affairs of State were to take | 
m || their 7:17. according to the Majority of | 
al, | Healths. Nay that it is come to ſuch a | 
et || Paſs that Religion, Liberty, Property, Con- 


aS * 


Wf Hitution, Monarch) and Epiſcopacy, ate 
1d thought not a little concerned in the Lan- 
te | guage and Style of Healths; and in the Ge- 
hs | geral Aſpect and Tendency they have to fi. | 
e2 || vgur or deſtroy them all. And what it a | 
| uncture ſhould happen when moſt of the 
Liquor drank in Healths ſhould run into 
a wrong Chanel; and this dreadful Artillery 
Sould be turned againſt all theſe, Things 
gf neareſt Concern and greateft Impor- 
gange to us, and be in a fair way of Pre- 
Vatling. againſt them: Then what other 
Fognlequence;; would the crying down 
Healchs have, but the diſarming of uch as 
e Friends to Religion, Liberty &c ?.Put- 4 
ting it out of their Power to do them g 
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Aignal Service? And in ſhort a .removinigh 
dhe moſt effectual Means of their Safety 
and Preſervation; by Drinking fuch as Ae 
[ 


N 
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well diſpoſed. into, Heart again, and Diſ 
couraging theit Enemies by the Heartineſs 
and Need FOppoſite Healths 3 

I muſt confeſs there is Truth enoug h in 
this Objection to render it ve F 9 
ble; andIhave no Anſwer to make to it but 
what will ſuit thoſe only who are an the 
Side of Truth and cory, namely. that 
when any Party Conteſt or Engagement is to 
be managed with for ag | Weapons, 
the Advantage is always like to be on the, 
wrong fide, they underſtanding them beſt, 
and being more dexterous and expert in 
| the Management of them. And therefore 
where People have a true and fincere Con-, 
cern for Religion, Church, and Conſtitut tion, 
Sc. it is their Intereſt to have ſuch Wards 
| Engines totally Diſuſed, in the Uſe of, 
| which they are not ſo well verſed as their 
Adverlaries, and muſt ever be in Danger at 
being worſted. It is therefore 'moſt ad. 
viſable intirely to give up Drinking as Well. 
as Lying, and henceforward to traſt to 
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er and unteigned Loyalty... ug! 
Wir i the Word Wedel is to 


en in a Religious Senſe, then! A - 
chere are Foo, very different Times. 
in the Opinion of St, Paul, II. V. 2, 
_ + yg we to be Aten af en 
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Yaſon, t 
take it to be then Our 55 Sal 
= is leaſt Occaſion for it; And Ran ta 
In 5 an when it is moſt neceſſary. No- 
Fs 7 been all along more fatal 10 
h cb, and the Truths of Religion ; and. 
ervedmore to uſher in all the Misfortunes 
which have befallen them, than that Piece. 
do .Curning, which you ſee is not from Goh. 
He it is not 2 le to Defend and Main- 
kun them openly; no, nor is it ever ſu 
it Men of ſuch Profound Politicks, till 
i -Seafon i is paſt, and that it becomes too 
late. Itake that to be the Proper Seaſon 
for: Owning the Truth, when it is Huth 
55 'd; for Defending it, when it is moſt 
Vigoroufly oppoſed; and for Declaring a 
AC vitious and anful Practices, when g ene- 
ak Cuſtom hath wore all Senſe of the Gaile 
oſthem out of the Minds of Men. Then is the 
meto Carupthe Truths of Revealed Re- 
ligion, when they are Obſcured and 2 
by Miſtafe, or Deſign; then to ſhew. 
tor;t le 8 of Gov; when L 
ty are. habitually Profaned; then to exe 
plain the Nature Y yay, in an Age 
when that Goſpel Duty is at Stake, ind 
like. to be loſt ; WM to Expoſe Schifm and” 
D d Hereſy 
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Hereſy,- when they are in greateſt Requeſt, 
and meet with moſt: Favonr and Counte- 


nunc; then to ſupport the Credit of our NA. 


Kites and Ceremonies, when they are De-Ig 
&fd and Vilifyed; and then to make up our It 


ences, when we obſerve a Party labou- 


ring inceſſantly Within and Without to make I fy 


a Breach in our Conſtitution. Then I ſay 
is the happy Opportunity for any Sincere 
Perſon to thew himſelf on all theſe Occa- 
flons, when Mens Prejudices are ſtrongeſt; 
ſo that without either Hearing or Reading 
they: ſhall Cenſure and Condemn, and lay 
on him an immenſe Load of Party Odium; 
and in ſhort when he is like to get Leaſt by 
, and ſuffer M tt. 5 
A it is ſaid here that the Cuſtom. of 
Healths is become fo univerſal, and hath 
taken ſuch firm Root in the Minds of Men, 
that it will never be argued out of then; 
and that it is. impoſſible to meet with: Suc- 
teſce in the Attempt. I allow the Difficul- 
ties to be ſtruggled with are very great, 
and none of the ſmalleſt is that they WhO 
will not Read this Tract at all; will be lou- 
deſt in their Clamours againſt It, and its 
benz; and they who want Ability or Sin- 
8 cerity for weighing the Reaſons which have 
been offer'd, will make it up with Cenſure 


ollen and 
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1 
ji Reflection. Beſides the Habit is grown 
Ipwererate, and we have been ſet in fot; it 
umoſt from our Cradles; Healthe are the 
fſt Things we are taught to ſpeak, and 
he Tongues of Children are formed to 
then! long before they know what it ist 
y a Prayer; ; infomuch that you ſhall hear 
them every where Liſping Party Healths 
to Perpetuate our Feuds and Animoſities; 
and to Sowe thoſe Szeds of Diſcord which 


ute to ſpring up into a plentiful Harveſt4 in 


the next Generation. This grows up with 
them; and Men have been ſo uſed to it all 
their Lives long, that they hardly know 
ho to lift the Glaſs to their Heads with- 
out an Health. Nor hath this univerſally 
prevailed among the Vulgar and Ignorant, 
the Wicked and Profane ; but hath gained 
the Practice and Countenance of Great and 
Good Men, of the Knowing and Lear ned, 
anck the truly Religious. 

For(cheſe, and many other Reaſons, 1 
miſt allow there is not ſufficient Grounds 
fyr/chearful and promiſing Hopes of Succeſs; 
but I have learned that no Want of ſuch a 


Proſpect ſhould be any Diſcouragement to 
our Endea vours; for that it is our Buſineſs | 
only to Plant and Water, and to leave itto 
God to Give tbe Encreaſe: And in this we 


ug tollow | 
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tollow the Example of our Saviour; who 
preached, his Goſpel at a Juncture when 
* en e dęaſt viſible Proſpect ofSuc: 
Fele when the Corruption of Human Nature 
Yor its greateſt Height; and hen all the 
Nentimnents even of Natural Religion were 
utterly defaced, and reſolved into Swperſii- 
ion and Hypocriſy. It cannot be expected 
that the Weight of any Arguments what- 
Pever ſhould fink the Cuſtom of Healths 
ail at once; there muſt be Tinie for the 
moſt. ſincerely religious to weigh and con- 
ider them; to wear off their Prejudices, 
and reconcile themſelves to a contrary Ha- 
bit; Which will at firſt ſeem very Uncomth, 
and perhaps render them uneaſy to Them- 
7 — and liable to many Imputations of 
iugularity and Preciſeneſs, Diſſoyalty and 


* 


* 


datitude, Affectation and Hypocriſy. As 
torx ſuch as live in the Practice of known Im- 

moralities, and in the habitual Breach of 
the plain poſitive Commands of Gon, it 
cannot be hoped that this Reaſoning will 
| have En upon. them; for how ſhould 

Adultery, or Fornication, or- Drunkeneſs; 
uo rarely. or never come to the Sa- 
[G22 of che Lord's Supper, ever be 
| bigtnght to make a Conſcience of Drinking 
ie _ = 
| 


ve in Oppreſſion and Hjuſtice, in 


£ 
4 
x 
a 
{ 
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e 
an Health? No, I do not apply my ſelf to 


nen but to ſuch as have a ſincère Zea 

c: | forthe Glory of God, the Edification 'of | 
re | others, and the Salvation of "their own 
1 | Souls ; and therefore are diſpoſed to forbear | 


every Thing which carries any evil- Tplt- 
i- | catrons in it, or is ſubject to any Profanc | 
xd or Impious Meaning. To ſuch as are ready to | 
t. | Cruih and Supprels all Plain and Evident 
hs | Gctafions, Incitements, and Temptations to 
he Sin in the World; and who are fo jealous of 
n- ab Practices which may in the leaſt injure | 
s, | or impair their Main Intereſt, that they | 
a- | willnot comply in any Thing which hath | 
h, but the Appearance of Evil; or may be | 
1. any Way unbecoming the Dignity and Ho- 
of | \linefs of their Chriſtian Profeſſion. I am 
nd | not without Hopes of Succeſs among Theſe, | 
| 


- 


A; | that-they will leave Men of a different | 
n. Spirit to Drink Healths among Themſetves, | 
of | without any Umbrage or Countenance from 
it | them io L. A 5 
ili] i cannot niake an End without Addreſ- 
ſung my Reverend Brethren of the Clergy, | 

who have it much in their Power either t | 
Keep up this pernicious Cuſtom, or intire= 
15 to Fink it; for bleſſed be Gob the 
World is not come to that Paſs yet; Val 
that amaby--are ſtill influenced by wy | 
* me 


n 
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trine an Examipte. If there is any Evil 
in the, ature. of 'Healths, which can ne- 
ver be dil] ved; or it it is true that the 
Cn tom 100 then i is the Occaſion of much 
n the World, which can never be de- 
; then it muſt be well worth weigh- 
0 how far the conſtant daily Practice of 
Healths is conſiſtent with their Sacred Cha- 
rater on whom there lies a double Obli- 
495 to diſcourage them, as well for 
eir Otvn Sakes, as on Account of their 
Flocks over whom the Hoh  Crhoſt hath malle 
thei Overſeers? How this Anſwers that 
17 of being Holy unto their God, Lev. 
I, 6. In ayoiding, as it isthere deſcribed, 
ever Thing that was abuſed by the Hea- 
thent o Idolatry? And how far we live up to 
the Rule of being Holy in all Manner of Lon. 
werſation, 1 Pet. 1. 15. When no {mall Patt 

of dur Converſation is made up of withitg 
Health and Proſperity to others by Drip? 
| How far habitually drinking in an Hotouri 
| ble Remembrance of Great Metiiand Abſent 
Friends 1 15 agreeable to the 75 5 thoſe 
who are Stewards of the My erief of God; 
- whom it is Required that they he found 
Rel, 1 Cor. ty. 1. In preſetving thoſe 
15 eie, from the leaſt Violation, or even 


wer 


San of Profanatior? How klle 
fiſting 
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be called a giving. ND Offence in any Thing 


fitting in this Practice which daily Experiz 
f tm 39719 159708 12, g # 
d CNEC the YS Us 1s to Multi ades 4 S/n 
Blech and. Occaſion of Fallhig intg'Sin,' Tay 
! 


that the Miniſtry be not blamed? 2 Cor. vi. 3. 
Hoy this. is ſtrictly diſcharging the Office 
of a Watchman who is to be Vigilant and 
Match in all Things ; to notify every Aha 
. | proachof the Enemy; to cut off all Com- 
- | munication with Sin, and to diſſwade from 
+ | alTAHppearances of Evil? How ſhewing 
; | themfelves an Example to their Flocks in 
t | the Practice of Healths after every Meal, 
comes up to the Apoſtles Directions to Ti- 
nat hy, of not being Given to. Wine, to which 


- | a\Man may be given without being Guilty 
„ ot, downright Drunkeneſs ? And laſtly; | 
/ | How the Continuance of this Cuſtom 1s 
- | confiſtent with that Gr:ef of Heart which 
every good Paſtor muſt be affected withat 
the Sins of Men; and particularly at that 
great Variety of abominable Wickedneſs 
| which is daily exerciſed and propagated by 
itz inſomuch that the very Proſpect of 
Sinking it will tir up the Rage and Maligg 
| | of. the Kingdom of, Darkneſs, and Alarm, 


als 
P 
t 
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all the. Powers of Hell? 


Is were a Piece of true Wiſdom ties 
. of, the (ergy ;now tO reduce al | our R Qs; 
n . | : f * ſorings 
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'Hnmegs upon this, as well as other Subjects 
of a like Nature, to that One Excuſe which 
we thall offer to the great Shepherd of 
Souls in the laſt Day. Shall we then ſay, 
Drinking Healths was a Thing Indiferent 
in it af and if other Men abuſed it egre- 
giouſiy and abominably, you could not help 
- that , you did not runthoſe Lengths? which 
is the whole Subſtance of the moſt plauſible 
Argument inſiſted on for the Detence of this 
Cuſtom, but will furely fail us, there 
being no Truth either in the Suppoſition or 
the Conſequence : Whereas we are lure not 
to want any Excule for leaving oft Healths 
our ſelves, and for diſſwading others from 
them. The Evil of them is ſo apparent, that 
many conſidering and Religious People even 
of the Lau) do with heartily there were no 
ſuch Cuſtom ; who are yet under a Sort of 
Neceſſity to comply, not having Refolution 
and Chriſtian Courage enough to be Sigu- 
lar : MWhereas if they had but the Concur- 
rence of their Clergy in it, every good Man 
might without great Difficulty have his Wiſh 
as to himſelf; and thenthe keeping up the 
©Caftom would grow into fach an Odtous 
Diſtinction, that even they who have no 
gent "Senſe of Religion would be athamed 
of ir, Coy requires no more of any _ 
_- ne man 
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than what is in the Power of One, but cis 
müch he doth require; and I bleſs f fot. 
this Opportunity of declaring m ** . 
blickly againſt: this prevail ing Cuſtonſz 38 


- 


'4 


being not [ntirely Lawtul in it ſelf; and 
being the direct and immediate Occaſion 
of much Sin in the World. If all my Bres, 
tren, induced by Either of theſe Keaſoutge 
wou'd join with me in this, the plain Con- 
ſequence would be the Stemming a Flood 
of, Iniquity, and introducing a greater Ap- 
pearance of Religion and Piety among us; 
and therefore my moſt Humble and Hear- 
ty, Requeſt to them is, That they would 
not leave me to ſtand Alone in this dan- 
gexgus:Poſt which I have taken, and ſuffer 
me to be overwhelmed, or borne down by 
the Impetuouſneſs of the Torrent. 
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